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SHE 8 e has 
no been compoſed 
above fifteen Months: 
and conſequently can 
have no Reference. to any Wri- | 
tings, which made their Appear- 
ance laſt Year, All the Time it 
was in hand, the Author ſcrupu- 8 
louſly avoided reading any thing 
new on the Points, which were the 
principal Subjects of his Conſidera- 


tion: : 


UNE Ys * February 10. 1753. 


"PREFACE 


5h how's Adſolving to keep his Mind 
= unbiaſſtd as poſlible ; that any 
Opttiions, Which he ſhould ad- 


vance, might be, in the ſtricteſt 
Senſe, his owN. 
His great Exp is, by rectifying 
Mens Ideas, and by removing Vul- 
gar Prejudices, to fix Reiicion on 
a FIRM BASIS. ; 
In a Matter fo intereſting and 


im portant, and of ſuch general 
Concern to Mankind, he thought 
it his Duty, not to be led by Au- 
THoRITy or Cus rox - but to fol- 
low NATURE and RERASON; 
Guides, who afford the beſt Lights 
WM every Search after Truth ; and 


Interpreters of Scripture, 50 are 


leaſt fallible. 
Thoſe . 


PREFACE. 

Thoſe things, which on ſerious 
and mature Reflection appeared to 
him to be true, he here preſents 
without Diſguiſe to the World: and 
he hopes, that they will be read with 
the ſame Canpos, with which they 
were writ. 
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A N 3 of 8 
. Exiſterize-: hut ſeldem conſi- 
des, WHERE; or WHAT, be 
is;z and his Ignorance i in theſs, Particulars | 
has ever been. and will be the IPs: in 
bia greateſt Errors... na 
le is placed on the.thigd Planet of our 
Solar Syſtem; that Syſtem but one among 
» numberleſs others? that Plapet , neither 
che greateſt gor leaſt in thutSylitin, Vet 
ſo much does Nearwolpimiagnity e 


- 4463566 rüber) Fabel moving; round Gur San are 
| Ad 2 Vow. 3:3 Lhe BW, 4 Mars. 5. Jugher 


e Foll of C FRY 1cus with. the greateſt 
"habit (a Fellow al ©: ME each fixed Staf to 2 
Sun with Planets (more or #-y0 ſurroundifig , as gur 

lanets ſyrround the Sun; and all fach Planets'to be inba- E 1 
as well «; the Earth: ore b gfe Aden 5 
and ſparkling ; which ſhewsthem/to be or 8 u 3 
TEE Aer e Nilles, | 


rv a aſe. 65 
*. ne Joker cee de 
27 (og The Huther a * Perſons 
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that Man who ber this Planet will al- 
ways continue to call it the World; to con- 
ſider it as ſuch; and himſelf as the dhly 
rational and moſt conſiderable Animal, in 
the World ; and the Sun, Moon, and Stars 
(which appear fo Ee a mo- 
ving for his uſe. Th 
When I ſay Man, I mean the God 
ality of Mankind: For Geography and 
Aſtronomy have taught others another 
Language; who conſider our Globe but 
as one fingle Link in the extenſive Chain, 
one ſmall Wheel in the immenſe Machine 
of the Univerſe: and Man its chief Inha- 
bitant but as one Species among innume- 
rable other Species of rational and intel- 
ligent Creatures. 

This eee I would 
aſk him, who placed him on this Globe, 
and from. whence he derives his Being ? 
Will he fay from his Parents? Tho" the 
Manner of it he can never explain, I will 
_ adinit It : and they Heb from their Pa- 
rents z 


\ 


tents; and ſo on: which preſuppoſes Pa- 
rents ſtill to exiſt to communicate that Bo- 
ing, till it leads us up to ſome firſt Parents, 
who received theirs in another Manner. 
From whom did they receive ĩt? It could 
not de from thetnſelves; they had no 
Being. It could not be from the Earth: 
Animals do not-thoot up from thence; 

nor hath it a Power to produce any new 
Species : it muſt be from ſome other 
Cauſe: and that Cauſe muſt be ſome Wiſe 
and Intelligent Being, ho could form an 
Animal of ſuch an enquiſtte Framez and 
endue it with Power to propagate its Spe- 
cies. And as by the ſame reaſoning wW-e 
muſt trace every Species of Animals and 
Vegetables on this Globe up to ſome Oti- 
 ginal, which muſt have received im Nai- | 
wiſe conclude, that the ſame Wilt Being; 
which created Man, created them alſo for 
the Ends to which they ſerve: aud as this 
— ſer ves for their Production, Sup- 
B 2 port; 
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port, and Habitation; we muſt likewiſe 
conclude, that He who created them, cre- 
ated this Globe alſo: aud if this Globe 
or one Planet, then every Globe and every 
Planet within our Syſtem, as alſo the Sun 
the Center of it, which warms and invi- 
gorates the whole: and if our Syſtem, 
then every other Syſtem throughout the 
Univerſe. For it is impoſſible to conceive, 
that he Who made One Wheel in the 
Machine, with which all the reſt corre- 
ſpond, did not make the Whole. 
By the Whole I would in this Place be 
underſtood to mean every Fixed Star, 
which is luminous, with its ſurrounding 
Planets which are not ſo: which Fixed 
Star with its Planets taken together com- 
poſe a Solar Syſtem by themſelves, ſepa- 


rate from the reſt ; but which perhaps 


correſpond” with the reſt as a Part to 
the Whole. And I mean, not only eve- 
ry Fixed Star viſible from our Earth; 
but if Teleſcopes were placed all round in 

0 8 the 
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that might be diſcovered from thence; 
till the Teleſcopes ſtill removed on in the 
ſame manner, pointing from the ſame 
Center, ſhould look into a Vacam Space 
where nothing -futther gan be deſcried. 
This I will call our Univerſe ; and ſuch 
Vacant Space the End of our World: 
not the End of Nature: ſince beyond that 
Space may be many Aſſemblages of Bo- 
dies equally,” or perhaps mofe numerous, 
wonderful and glorious. For tho the ma- 
terial Globes are limited in number; yet 
that Number tnay be ſo great as to exceed 
our Computation: and tho they exiſt in 
loc Part or Space; yet that Space in im. 
menſe beyond our Imagination. It is in · 
 Heed infinite and co- extenſive with the 
Deity, in whom (in the moſtiteral Senſe) 
all things live, move, and have their Being. 
But not to carry our Thoughts too far, 
and to loſe them in Infinity Lwill call the 
Fixed Stars viſible tous, and to each other, 
% 'B3 with 
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with their attendant Planets, the Univerſs. 
When this Univerſe began, or when it will 
end, or whether every Solar Syſtem in it 
began together, or will end together, 
God only knows: that which muſt have 
had a Beginning in Time, may as well 
have begun at one Time as another. It 
may be ſcarce Six Thouſand Years old, or 
it may be Sixty Millions: it may end to- 
morrow, or may laſt for ever: for he 
who at his Pleaſure creqted and preferves 
it; can at his Pleaſure xeſervo it on rtr 
annihilate it; or without'aanihilating can 

change and vary it at Nis Pleaſure. He 
has made Matter ſuſceptible of all Forms 
he may be pleaſedt to impreſs upon it; 
and tho ſame Mais differently difpoſed may 
_ exhibit great Variety of Appearances and 
Planet may roll on in its uſual Courfe z' and 
yet the Surface of it be ſo altered, as toi o- 
| cafion a very memorable ra in that Part. 
Wa Fixed Star is cruſted over, fo as no 
Ee. longer 
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longer to diſpenſe its Light, all its Planets 
in that Syſtem muſt ſhare. the Calamity: 

1 reaches 5 EAI 
Planets of that Syſtem, but may be. of 
great Importance. in the Planet where it 

happens: if all things on it are deſtroyed, 

ſuch an Alteration, with regard to thoſe 
chat lire on it, is equiyalent to a total De- 
ſtruction of the Univesſe z and hen new 
Inhabitants are placed there, fach Renova- 
tion is equivalent to a he Creation. That 
ſuch Alterations may happen is certain, for 
all things are poſſible with Go: chat 

they ſhould: happen is agreeahle to his 
Wiſdom and Providenes: that they have 
happened is almoſt” in from Phæno⸗- 
mena viſible to us within our ſmall Sphere 
of Obſervation. Haye not new Stars ap- 
peared and A Does 


A Vid.. Lowruezr' deren | 
TranſaBions, Val. i. p. „„ 

en mg * 
; BY not 


* Ibid, rn 


. Rerlelo Present. 
not the Face of our own Sun vary ? Docs a 
not the Sur face of one Planet appear re- 
| gular?” Yhat of another broken and irre- | 
' gular; like the Fragment of ſomething once. 
more entire? But more of this in another 
F $47 5/2 © cms | 
Wain thus ar conkidered were I 
am; let me now confider waar I am. 
I am an Animal; and of that Species, 
which is ſuperior- tall others on this 
Globe. Every Animal on this Globe, muſt 
have fome Eſſence or Principle, di iſtin& 
from the Body, reſiding in it ; becauſe 
they are fenſible of Impreſſions made on 
the Bodyy and are capable of making Im- 
preffisns on the Body; and of 'moving it: 
© which/the Body: alone cannot do; for the 
Body is Matter, and Matter however ba- 
Balbo is incl of Senſe andSelf- 
motibn: and a Clod of Earth, a Stone, a 
Chair, or . might feel and move; 


„ Thid! 382. Phaſfe of Jupiter: 423 of Mars: / 
of Venus. NN of the Earth and Moon are Wes! 
92 2 a Teleſeope ; and ä F + 
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as well aa Horſe, a Dog, ora Man, if 
theſe claſt had not ſome Eſſence or Prin: 
ciple united ar aſſociated to heir out ui 
Frame dĩſtinct from it. ͤ » hott 

This Eſſence or Principle Leal Spixit, 
diſtinguiſh; it-from Matter; and the parc 
ticular Spirit: aſſociated to the Body of ati 
Animal, the Soul of that Animal. How, 
the Soul acts on the Body of an Animal, 
Lknow not; chat 5 it does, Ik no fromm 
the Effect. But all Motions in the: Body; 
do not proceed:' from the Sia}; which. is, 
only the Cauſe of Voluntaty Motion;/The, 
Circulation of the Blood: ande Juices of the 
Body is q wing to the ſame. Natural Cauſes, 

as the Circulation of the gap in Vegetables, 
iscowing z and a 4 Plant may be ĩimpro- 
ved or impaited by a. proper or impraper 
Manure; Air; Expoſure, or Culture u ˖ονf 
may the Body of au Auimal. While che 
Body is kept in Order, the Soul ĩs eaſy 
hen it is not, the Soul is in Pain: hen 
the: Functions of the Body ceaſe, the Sou 
a dee „ ite. 


_— 


1 
BE 


quits the Afociation ; but exiſts in a. 
ſeparate' State, unleſs Gon pleaſes. to an- 
nihilate it. For as every Particle of the 


Body (however transformed) will remain 
after the Sepatation 4 fo will the Soul al- 
ſor for whatever hath onde received a. 
Being from God, e e OY wine, 
out his Interpoſitioonn 

The Dignity bag Anil on x this 
Globe riſes-adcording to the Number and 
Rxent-of the Faculties of che Soul. It 
would be difficult to marſhal them all by 
this Rule. But this Rule gives Man the 
Precedence, and the Dominion and Go- 
vernment of the reſt. What becomos 
of the Souls of Brute Animals after a Se- 
paration frotn their Bodies, imports not 
Man to know 7 but it is of the greateſt 
Conſequence to him to conſider the Na- 
ture of his own Soul ; and what Hopes 
ke can form from thence. of its future 
State 3 without which the little Time ha 
Paſſes on this Globe is of very-licthe Con- 
ſequence. | It 
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Soul of Man is fitſt aſſociated to the Body 
in tha Womb; or whether it teſides 
pfrincipally or altogether in the Brain. 
Whatever the Caſe be, in thoſe Inflanees 
it reſembles the Soul of Brutes ; as it 
does in ſomt others. It has the fame 
Affection for the Body, the ſame Deſire 
to preſerve it, the ſame Inclination id 
propagate! ita own Species, and to mix 
in Society with them, and is affected with 
the lame ed of Joys (Grief, ___ 
__ and the like. JT Dutt ort 
But — is A Dire, 
It has more Reaſon, to curb and contrijul 
thoſe Appetites and Paſſions : before an 
| Acton, tofbreſee the Coriſequence * and 
after it, to reftect on it with Pleaſure or 
Remorſe : to | compare: paſt Things with 
prefent, and preſent with future: little of 
vrhich is to be abſerved in Brutes, \whoſe 
Ideas ſeem confiied to tha preſent Time 
admit of much Improvement. 
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But the Soul of Man is capable of per- 
petual Improvement. The little Know- 
ledge he gains by Reading, Converſation; 
or Contemplation, ſtill excites his Thirſt 
aſter more: and though he can make 
but ſmall Progreſs in his preſent State, 


his Ambition is boundleſs: he can know 


but little, and yet he wants to know all. 
He is confined to a Point of Time in this 
Lie; yet extends his Views backwards 
and forwards through Millions of Ages, 
till he is loſt in Eternity. He is confine 
to ſame minute Part of this Globe; yet 
while his Fert ſtand on it; his Soul is tra- 
velling to every Globe, traverſing im- 
menſe Spaces from Worid to World, till 
he at laſt is loſt in Infinity. He wants to 
be acquainted with Nature and with Gon, 
and dreads the Thoughts of Annihilation. 
And can iti be imagined that Gop will 
mortal; and vchich he hath indued with 
ſuch a Paſſioti for Immortalit5 or that 
„ae l (oth %5 he 
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he would amuſe and delude Man in vain 
with a ſublime Capacity and à laudable 
Ambition to contemplate him and his 
Works, and never give him the Oppor- 
tunity of being gratified ? Moſt unwor⸗ 
thy Notions of the Deity! from whoſe 
IJ have reaſon to be convinced that my 
Soul is immortllll . 
Since then Gop hath given to Man an 

erde Soul, with Faculties ſuperior to 

thoſe of other Animals on this Globe 3 
Man ought in Gratitude to return a con- 
ſtant Tribute of Praiſe and Thankſ giving 
to Gop ho gave them.. 
When I raiſe my Thoughts from our 
own Globe, and contemplate the gene- 
ral Frame of the Material World, and 
the Analogy of its Parts, I am firmly 
convinced that there are, not only in 
the Planets of our own Solar Syſtem, 
but in each of the numberleſs Planets 


1 the Univerſe, many Species 
of 
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of living Creatuses, with Bodies formed 
and ſupported for the Materials of their 
reſpective Globes, which after propaga- 
ting their Kind return again to: the com- 
mals in theſe Particulars; though from 
Diff e of Situation they -muſt- be 
very unkke them in bodily Frame and 
Conſtitution. I am perſuaded too, that 
there is on every Globe, as well as ours, 
ſome one Species ſuperior to and ruling 
over the reſt; with a Mind capable of 
ſearching out Go in his Works, and a- 
daring his Providence and Goodneſs. | * 
Hence I conclude'; that Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving ace continually aſcending to 
bis Throne, not only from this Spot of 


| Quarter of the Univerſe: every Globe 
Creatures ta him unknown, and they with 
him, in One Chorus, in One Anthem, 
to One great Author of their Bring. It 
| is 
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4» 4 general Religion, a joint Gommu- 
nion, a Univerſal Church; Which, he 
differing throughout in Forms and Co- 
remonies, yet is a Stranger to Sects and 
Diviſions; entirely united in Spirit, and 
ſervation. There is dothing can extend 
our Charity more than this Thought ; 
which lifts it from the Earth to the Skies; 
and bids us look not only on all Men es 
our Neighbours ; but on all Mortal Intel- 
gent Beings throughgut the immenſe 
Space of the Univerſe: and bids us love 
them, not as our own Species, but as our 
Fellow- creatures, and as Members of 
the ſame Church and Communion, uni- 
ted to us in the ſame Spirit and Baade 
Devotion. 

And as Gon has united al Intelligent 
Creatures by the ſame Principles of Reli- 
gion; ſo has he in the ſame Principles of 
Morality. It is a Univerſal Principle of 

Morality, 
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"Morality, to love one another; and thera- 
Faye: to hurt or deſtroy their own Species 

is an enormous Crime in every Globe of 

the Univerſe. Another Univerſal Principle 
of Morality ſis, to uſe the Objects arourid 
them (which the Scripture calls G0 

Oreatutes ; and which in common Speech 

one may call the Furniture of their Globe 
: 6f Habitation) to the End for which they 

: were designed; and therefore tlie Abuſe 

of them is every where an immoral 

Action. For the Natuie of Good and Evil 

"conifiſts entirely in preſerving orconfound- 

ing that Order of Things which Gop 

Hath eſtabliſhed; and which'cnone but 
Go himſelf can ſuperſede - 

_- Though” Gop hath eſtabliſhed a good 
Order which ought to be preſerved by his 
Creatures, yet it is certain, that for ſome 

great and hidden Ens of his Providence, 

he hath beſtowed on Material Intellectual 
Bein gsa Liberty of Action, which they may 
"POP to confound that Order. Man does 
many 
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many immoral Actions daily on this 
Globe: and it is moſt probable, that the 
Animals reſiding in many other Globes 
do the ſame. Since therefore Gop hath 
made them liable to Sin, we muſt con- 
clude that out of his Goodneſs he uſes 
many Methods to recal them to a Senſe 
of their Duty; by Signs, and by Wonders; 
by Inſtruction, and by Correction. Which 
may be called his Moral Diſpenſations, 
and which may be as various as the 
Globes themſelves; and which are car- 
ried on in each according to his good 
Pleaſure. In ſome, the whole Colony 
may be deſtroyed, and another created. 
In others, the Face of the Globe may be 
altered to puniſh the Inhabitants : for the 
Lord maketh a fruitful Land barten 
for the Sins of them that dwell therein, 
And as the Moral Tranſactions in one 
Globe are diſtinct from thoſe of ano- . 
ther; ſo neither will any Natural Al- 
teration on the Surface of one at all af- 

7 2 fect 
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fe&t the reſt : for however Forms are 
there altered, the Quaritirty of Matter | 
continues the ſame, and the Globe will 
roll on in its old Courſe. And we in fact 
obſerves Differenec in the Surface of the 
Planets of our own Syſtem. The Surface 
of the Moon ſeems broken and irregular 
like chat of her Principal the Earth, as 
if the had ſympathized with her Fate: 
whilſt the Belts of Jupiter new the Land 
and Sea to be regularly diſpoſed, as if he 
fl continued in his original State; or 
after fome Changes were reſtored to it 
again: For as Houſes are deſtroyed and 
rebuilt; or the Apartments or Furniture 
altered; ſo may it be with theſe Globes: : 
and that after ſome Generations, the _ 
ties of Men or other Creatures may be- 
come extinct as well as private Families : 
and when one Colony is deſtroyed, ano- | 
ther may be plarited in their ſtead. 
And let not fuch Changes be "”y_ | 

onnsturũ, or to 2 from the Per- 
fection 
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fectlon of Goy's Works! 1 Will ſuppoſe 
(which perhaps may not be the' Caſe) 
that he created all the Globes of the 
Univerſe together; and that they are ſo 
many Wheels in that vaſt Machine, which 
have 4 mutual Connection and Depen- 
dance, and will roll on together till the 
Pleaſure to deſtroy it. But I fee no rea- h 
fon, why the ſeveral Species of Material 
Beings on each Globe, the Individuals of 
which are continually arifing from it, and 
returning to it again, may not have their 
Periods as well as the Individuals them - 
ſelves: or why they may not be again 
renewed; of others be ſubſtituted in 
their place: or why the whole Surfuce 
of 4 Globe may not undergo a" Change. 
Can the Potter mould the ſame Maſs in- 
to Vatiety of Utenſils? Can the Painter 
ſtrike the Figures off his Caiivas, atid 
place on it others of the ſame or of 4 
vom Colour and Shape? And cannot 

00 C 2 Gop 
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Gop at his pleaſure effect the like Changes 
to anſwer the wiſe Ends of his Provi- 
dence? which Changes are far from con- 
founding or deſorming the r Syſtem 
of the Univerſe. 

There is, a particular Diſpenſation of 
Providence to each Globe: to carry on 
the Ends of which all Alterations on it 
are regulatcd : and theſe Alterations can- 
not in the Courſe of Nature in the leaſt 
affect other Globes. They are as much 
unknown there as the Tranſactions of the 
Inhabitants. Some few great ones only 
may perhaps be obſerved through a Glaſs 
darkly from ſome neighbouring Planet, 
though the Cauſe remain a ſecret. For 
inſtance ; when our own Globe was over- 
flowed immediately before the Creation of 
As xz and again in the Days of Noan, 
Aflronomers in Mars, Venus, or the Moon, 
migh obſerve it darker, than either before 
or after thoſe Periods; and perhaps they 
will hereafter obſerve. it of a more ruddy 

2 Com- 
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Complexion at the time of the general 

Conflagration; and when a New Earth, 
like a Phenix, ſhall riſe out of its Aſhes, 
will ſee it reſume its formet Hue: though 
the Spots of Land and Water, they were 
before acquainted with, may by ſuch Al- 
terations have changed their Situation. 
Men's Obſervations are very limited, | 
both in Time and Space: to their on Age 
and the Hiſtory of a fe Centuries before 
them : to their own Globe, and that too 
in great part unknown: and becauſe they 
have never ſeen or read of ſuch great Al- 
terations, they are apt to conclude, that 
they never did, can, or will happen: 
But a thing is no leſs poſſible, becauſe 
rare: and a thing we account rare may 
be very common in the general Courſe of 
Nature: it is a rare thing for a perſon 
to be born or to die in a priuate Family; 


perhaps it does not happen once in a 
Tear: in a great City it happens every 


** in a great Kingdom every Hour, 
ful | 5 3 | and 
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and in ſome Part of the Earth certainly 
every Mement. So a general Deluge or 
Conflagratinn, which may not happen in 
thouſands af Years on our Globe, may be 
ſotne or other of the innumerable Globes 
diſperſed through the Univerſee. 
4 Again: Men obferving the Beauty, 
Harmony and Relation of Creatures on 
Earth; and the regular and uniform Pro- 
ductions of each Species of them, ara too 
apt from thence to conclude, that every 
thing muſt for ever cominue in the ſame 
Courſe; and can be in no otber; and 
that the order of the World in the Statt 
they find it is the only perfect Image of the 
Idea of Gop. But can it be denied, that he 
Pleaſure alter or deſtroy? And if he ſhould 
do ſo; that he may rebuild in the ſame or 
any other Manner ? For though it would = 
de Blaſphemy to ſay; that the Works of 
God are nat good, and wiſely conducted 
| b 5 
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in every State; it would equally be ſo to 
advance, that he is under à nęecſſity to 
continue them in the ſame State, and 
could not vary it z as if His Power were 
exbauſted ; of that if he did vary it, that 
it would be for the worſe; as if the 
Riches of his Wiſdom were at an End. 
Beſides: we ſee but a very ſmail Part 
of the Scheme of Providence: and thoſe 
Events, which appear to us ſo deſtruc⸗ 
tive on particular Glabes, may contribute 
to ſthe Harmony of the whole. Theſe 
Storms may be ss nedeſſary as the Calm; 
and ſeen from & right Point in View. may 
afford as beautiful a Proſpect: 'Fhe moſt 
uniform is not the moſt pleaſiug; it is 
that which is changing. and which af- 
fordsalic greateſt Variety of ObjeQs./ And 
whether theſe Changes are: effected by 
what vre call Natural br by What we call 
Mifaculous Means, they are equally the 
Work of Gon, go ſerve equally'ts: pr 
| <labli his Power. 92704 gen hn Dis 
' 22917 Cc, 4 1 | 
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If ſuch Changes are poſſible (as no 
doubt they are) there are both Moral and 
Natural Reaſons to convince us, that 
they are every Moment going on in ſome 
or other of the innumerable Globes diſ- 
perſed through the Univerſe. 1 - 
I. If Gop has placed on each Globe (as 
is more than probable) Material Beings 
endued with Intelligence and Free Win; 
theſe Changes ſerve, either to proclaim 
his Power and awaken them to a Senſe 
of their Duty, or to execute his daun 
by puniſhing their Crimes. Qt: 

2. We may be ee car AL 
terations from the Appearance of our 
own Globe; which (beſides what we 
know from Hiſtory) are recorded in very 
viſible Characters on its Suface. Lok on 
a Map of the Globe; how irregular is 


the Diſpoſition of Land and Water! Look 
on many Parts of the Globe itſelf ; how 
rugged are they with | barren, broken, 
and miſ-ſhapen Rocks, and horrid Preci- 
41 . pices ! 
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Lakes in their room ? and of new. Iſlands 
raiſed in the Sea? and chiefly by Force 
of ſubterraneous Fires Þ' And can thoſe = 
Fires want a Supply, when there is an 
Ether (which is the Natural Fire, and 
which, when by certain Apitations it is 
viſible io us, we call Fire) is perpetually 
pervading every Globe in the Univerſe? 
How readily it will kindle certain Sub- 
ſtances in the Air is evident from the 
Meteors ſeen there; as. well as frech 
{what we call) Electrical Experiments. 
How quick and inftantaneous its Mo- 
tion, | how violent and itreſiſtable its 
Force, appeats from the Natwral Lights 
ning as well as from that Attifcial Light 
ning which is raiſed and 'conduQed" by 
Ann. Tae a con. 
7 6 * bus : 4G nd 
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tinual Flux of Ether through our Globe 
appears more than probable by the Point- 
ing of the Needle; and“ by the Variation 
of the Needle it appears too, that that 
Flux of Ether is continually varying: and 
hat a Change in our Globe ſuch a Vari- 
ation may in the End produce, the Au- 
thor of Nature only knows. The Ether 
agitated: by the Sun and other great Lu- 
minaries (as by a Glaſs Globe in Electrical 
Experiments) with its genial Warmth 
and Light cheriſhes and invigorates every 
Planet in the Univerſe: but if it ſhould 
be quickened in its Motion, or differently | 
directed by him, who regulates its every 
Atom, it may prove fatal where it was 
before beneficial: it may blaſt and de- 
ſtroy all Species of Creatures on our 
1 _ es ny break out tin 


7 


* e | 610. In the Year 1580, the 
Needle pointed 24. 110 15” to the Eaſt of the 
North Pole: i in 1685 4* e Veſt of it and now 
we neat r 
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every Quarter, as dreadful as Etna or 
Veſuvius, and end in a « general Con | 
flagration. 4 er 
If an Opinion of ſach e 1 
greeable to Reaſon and Nature (as I am 
moſt firmly convinced that it is) it is alſo 
confirmed by the Voice of Scripture, as 
I will che w more fully in its place. And 
Men cannot too often dwell on this Sub- 
ject; becauſe the more they think of it, 
the juſter Notions * will have of Go 
"my Religion, | 
This Opinion baniſhes. that abſurd 
one. * Neceſſity and Fate, to Which 
ſome would ſubject the Power of he 
Almighty: conceiving Thoſe Words to 
ſignify ſomething Real; whereas they 
are Mere Words without Signification : 
not applicable to any thing exiſting in 
Nature, but to what exiſts only in Poeti- 
cal Fiction. Or if chey mean any thing. 
they mean only this; that all, things 
muſt always have been, and muſt always 
x de 
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be, as they are at preſent; for no bettet 
Reaſon but becauſe they ars ſo at preſent: 
which is blaſphemouſly ſetting Bounds 
to the Power and Wiſdom of Gop; and 
allowing him leſs Liberty of Counſel and 
Action than Man, who can plan out and 
execute his Work in different Ways, and 
Alter it at his Pleaſure, 
2. It baniſhes another unworthy No- 
ten of Gop; that he is only the Soul of 
the Material World, which is his Body; 
and that he can no more change the Form 
of it, than we can that of our Body; of 
divert the ordinary Corſe of its Parts, 
than we can the Courſe of the Blood in 
our Veins. + What is this ut to ſuppoſe 
that Matter is Eternal and Infinite, or 
that God himſelf is not ſo, It is hard to 
believe that Matter is Eternal, becauſe it 
exiſts only in particular Patts of Space: 
and that very Fact proves it is net Infi- 
nite; nor would Gop be fo, if he ex- 
iſted only where thore is Mater. But 
90 the 
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the Truth is; Matter is cormprehended 
in ſome Part of Space-only2 but Space 
is infinite as Gop: in WHiem all things 
live, and move, and have their Being. 
And the abfurd Notion” ef Gob's Being 
only the Soul of the World would leave 
bim leſs Power over it, than Mah hs 
over his own” Body; whieh he has the 
natural Power to deſtroy,” and ſeparate 
from the Soul; which may” exiſt after 
fuck Separation. And ſhall we ſuppoſe 
that Gop wants Power to deſtroy the 
Material World; or that he would the 
leſs exiſt if there was not an Atom of it. 
left? OT 61 RIES 
in; This Opinion WO that of the 
Hides, which denies a Providence, 
or that Gop intermeddles in the Affairs 
of the World. An Opinion equally Im- 
pions and Unphiloſophical. Impibus, 25 
it ſuppoſes Gop either not to de the Au- 
thor of Nature; or that like an unkind 
Parent he abandons his Offspring. Un- 
; 81 | phi- 
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philoſophical, as it - ſappoſes Motion 
without a Cauſe, —' It likewiſe baniſhes 
an Opinion of DzscarTers : that at the 
Creation Gop impreſſed on Matter a 
_ Certain Quantity of Motion, which un- 
renewed has continued ever ſince, and 
will ever continue without Increaſe or 
Diminution; and being diverted into dif- 
of the Univetſe. If this aſcribes the Be- 
| ginning of Motion, to God, yet it gives 
no good Reaſon for the Continuance of it ; 
For as Matter is inanimate, and cannot 
move itſelf, its natural State is Reſt. And 
as there muſt be ſome living Power to be- 
gin its Motion, that Power muſt ſtill con- 
tinue acting to continue it; and if ĩt ceaſ. 
ed acting one Moment, the Moon itſelf 
would ceaſe : Whence I-conclude; that the 
Deity has every Moment from the Crea- 
tion of the Univerſe been acting with 
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equal Vigour in its Preſervation; and 
if he ceaſed ſo to do, the World itſelf 
would ceaſe. For a perpetual Motion 
muſt proceed from a perpetual Cauſe. 

A. This Opinion is of uſe, not only 
to extirpate falſe and unworthy Notions 
of the Deity ; but alſo to improve our 
Ideas of his Power, Wiſdom and Juſtice; 
How glorious does he appear! when we 
conſider him, not only rolling on ever 
Globe in its Courſe, but at the ſame 
time regulating all that paſſes in any of 
them! and though they are innumerable; . 
and each ſtocked with innumerable Va- A 
riety of Creatures; yet that he is inti- A 
timately preſent in all, and directs the . 
moſt minute Tranſactions | that the Hairs 
in each are numbered, and that not a 
Sparrow falls to the Ground in any of 
them without his Knowledge and Ap- 2 
pointment! What an inconceivable Va- a 
riety of new Scenes equally. beautiful and 


harmonious, muſt be continually arifing 1 
N - 1 
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in his Preſence, when at his Pleaſure 
he changes the Face of theſe Globes, and 
cauſes them, like the Adder, to put off 
5 their old Dreſs, and appear in freſh Vi- 
your and Beauty! How aweful and how 
" amiable does he appear, when we con- 
fider him, making theſe Changes in Na- 
8 ture ſubſervient to moral Purpoſes, and 
empleying them as the Inſtruments of 
1 Rewards and Puniſhments to 
thoſe Claſſes of Rational Beings, that 
inhabit each Globe! At the ſame In- 
ſtatit that he acts in ſome as a tremen- 
dous Judge, he acts in others as an 
D indulgent Parent. In ſome only alarm · 
ing, in others correcting; in ſome. de» 
ſtroying, in others rebuilding ; in ſome 


-P 
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changing only Individuals, in others en- 
ddtte Species; and exilting the Rational 
4 Creatures of each Globe from a Materi- 
20 Al to a Spiritual, from a Mortal © an Im- 
0 | mortal — 1 e them into 
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Angels; and from thoſe Seminaries per- 
petually increaſing the Hoſt of Heaven: - 
5. This Opinion not only promotes 
Natural Religion; but alſo confirms the 
Authority of Scripture, in which the ſame 
things art revealed. Are not we there 
told of a new Heaven and a ne- Earth? 
That the Heavens ſhall wax old as doth 
a Garment, and as a Veſture ſhall-they ,, 
be changed; though the Loxb is the 
ſame, and his Tears ſhall not fall!? 
Have we not there the Hiſtory of ſome 
Changes on our own Globe by the Crea- 
tion and the Deluge? And have we not 
the Prediction of a future Change by a 
general Conflagration ? In Which Points 
Reaſon and Scripture 2 confirm 
each other. 2a” 48 : Hes ic 28, 
Such Meditations are Saks of Ratios 
_ nal.Creatures; hOU are led by them from 
their reſpective Planets to viſit thoſe Parts 
of Nature which lie beyond their View. 
Though the viſible Parts of it ſufficient 
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ly declare Gop's Glory, and are that 
Page of the huge Volume which he 
has laid open for their conſtant Peruſal 
and Reflection: and their on Planet is 


the particular Paſſage in that Page, which 
merits their more immediate Attention. 
They may range in Speculation to every 
Globe in the Univerſe; but their own 
2 Globe is the only Scene of their Actions; 
and by what they do there they are to 
| approve |. themſelves to their Creator; 


| who has left them free to act, but given 


them Rules to act by, which he has 
made known to them by Reaſon. Theſe 
Rules are either General, and concern 
all the Univerſe ; or Local, which con- 
. cern only particular Planets. To love 
Gop and adore him, to love, their own. 


| "Species. and aſſiſt them, to uſe other 


Creatures to the Ends for which they 
were given, and not abuſe them, ate of 
the firſt Sort of Rules, which Gop has 
„ to all Rational Material Betngs 
tl through- 
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throughout the Univerſe; and are eter- 
nal Foundations of Religion and Mora- 
lity. But the particular Form and Man- 
ner in which theſe Actions are to be per- 
formed in each Globe, muſt be as vari- 
ous as the Nature and Situation of the 
Globes themſelves, as the Rational Crea- 
tures that inhabit. them, and the Objects 
with which ſuch Creatures are ſurround- 
ed. Theſe external Modes of Religion 
and Morality which are practiſed in any 
particular Globe cannot be known in the 
reſt, but are the peculiar Concern of that 
Globe only. And the only Way to judge 
of their Propriety is, to conſider, if they 
are agreeable to Reaſon, if they are adapted 
to the Nature of Things on that Globe, 


and if they tend to promote the great 


Ends abovementioned. If they do not, 
they can neither be pleaſing to Goo, nor 
derive their Original from him. 
Let us now conſider the Laws of Reli- 
8 and Morality, which concern the 
"4 *_- 3 Pre- 
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Preſent State of our own Planet, and the 
Preſent Race of Mankind.———l fay the 
” Preſent Race! For they no mote con- 
2 cern any Colony of Creatures, that may 


have dwelt on this Globe before us, or 
any other, that ' may ſucceed us, than 
they concern: the Inhabitants of Jupiter; 

+. or any er Planet whatſoever. 
= 4 It hath pleaſed Gop to place Man on 
this Globe, to contemplate his Works, 
and by ſuch Contemplations to uſcend to 
him as the firſt Cauſe. Amongſt all 
, God's Works it is moſt incumbent on 
him to ſcrutinize himſelf, and the Globe 
which he inhabits, to learn what he is 
 himfelf, and in what Part of the Crea- 
tion he is ſtationed; and from a Know- 
ledge of his own Nature and Situation 
to arrive at the Knowledge of his Duty, 
both as a Citizen of the Univerſe in ge- 
neral, and as an Inhabitant of this Globe 
in 1 e 
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As u Citizen of the Univerſe; he has 
2 Duty in common with all Rational Be- 
ings howſoever diſperſed throughout the 
Whole, arifing from their Relation to 
God; by which all are beund in their 
ſeveral Spheres to return their Tribute 
of Thanks and Adoration to the Author 
of their Being. This is Man's Religious 
Duty. | | 
As an Inhabitant of this Globe, he 1 
a Duty peculiar to himſelf (as all other 
Rational Beings within their reſpective 
Globes have) ariſing from his Relations 
to the other Creatures on the Face of it: 
the right Treatment of which is his Mo- 
ral Duty. And this he may learn from a 
due Conſideration, of the Nature which 
Go hath beſtowed on them, of the Or- 
der in which he hath placed them, and 
of the Ends for which he intended them: 
and if he confound neither their Nature, 
their Order, or their Uſe, his Actions 


are Good; if he does, they are Crimi- 
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nal. Pccauſe Gon hath given him an 

Underſtanding to comprehend the Na- 

ture of Things, a Freedom of Will to 

chuſe what he will do, and a Freedom 

of Action to do what he chuſes. And 

the better to guard his Actions, Gop has 

given him Reaſon (or a Power of exer- 

. ciſing his Underſtanding) to examine and 

k » | compare Things, the better to judge of 
"their Qualities and Relations, and of the 
Conſequences of his own Actions with 

regard to them, and to himſelf, And 

if a Man employs his Reaſon before he 

acts, he will ſeldom err in his Moral Du- 
ty; for the Nature of Things, the moſt 
common and neceſſary to be known, is 
generally very obvious and plain. But if 
he acts before he employs his Reaſon; 

if the Action is right, he will have no 

Merit; if it is wrong, he will judge af 
it when it is too late, and his Conſcience 

will condemn him: for Reaſon, which 

ſhould always be our Guide before we 

is: ; | act, 
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act, will always in ſpite of us be our- 
Judge after the Aion either % ene. 
ſure or applaud. 9 
Why then is Mankind fo little kd 
by Reaſon ; that the Generality do not 
think before they act; and of thoſe that 
do, many act againſt their Judgment; 
that even the very Beſt do many Things 
amiſs; and that there is not One with⸗ 
out Faults? The Reaſon is, that it hath © 
pleaſed Gop (for Wiſe Purpoſes to us 
at preſent unknown) to implant in Man 
Affections and Appetites, which, as they® 
ſtir him up to Action, often conduct him 
to wrong Objects, or withdraw him 
- from thoſe which are right; the firſt 
of which he purſues for the obtaining of 
ſome preſent Advantage either of Plea- 
ſure or Profit; and avoids the laſt for © 
the eſcaping ſome preſent Inconvenience 
either of Uneaſineſs or Loſs; and both 

with ſuch Eagerneſs, that often he does 
„ and 
when 
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when he does, he often judges wrong by 
not eſtimating' Things according to'their 


real Value: all which makes him com- 
mit Actions, which on more mature 

Conſideration he would avoid. 
Such being Man's Frame and Con- 
ſtitution, it is no Wonder that he is 
liable to Error. And for the Truth both 
of the Cauſe and of the Effect we may 
appeal, in the firſt place to what paſſes 
within every. Man's Conſcience ; in the 
next to what paſſes in the World within 


dur own Knowledge and Experience; 


aad laſtly to the Hiſtory of all paſt Ages, 
which is chiefly filled with the Vices and 
Follies of Mankind. When we hear of 
Men, inſtead of worſhipping the Gop of 
Heaven and Earth, worſhipping Heaven 
and Earth as Gods; inſtead of "bending 
the Knee to the Gop who made them, 
falling down to Gods that they made; 


inſtead of loving and aſſiſting their 
| Kos 0 Species, injuring and deſtroying 


them; 
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them; inſtead of uſing other Creatures 
for the Purpoſes intended, abuſing them 
t gratify their on Paſſions and Appe- 
tites Me are tempted almoſt to doubt if 
Mn himſelf is a teaſonable Creature. 1 
Since then Gop has giren to Man a 
weak Underſtanding and ſtrong Paſſions, 
which he is naturally inclined to follow, 
if left to himſelf g can we ſuppoſe Gon 
would leave him to himſelf to fink into 
ſo miſerable a State, and ſaffer the high« 
er Faculties of his Soul, which are ſo ca- 
pable of Improvement, to languiſh and 
be uſeleſs?” Is it not more rational to bg 
lieve, that he would furniſh him with 
ſome Means, to enlighten his Under- 
ſtanding, fortify his Reaſon, incline his 
Will, and moderate his Paſſions, that he 
may live in greater Happineſs and Digni- 
ty as well on this Globe, as in any futute 
State for- which he may be deſigned? 


em we "AY than that Gop, who 
* forms 


1 


And what Means more eaſy and natural 
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forms the Soul, and turns ite nah 
his Wifdom, ſhould inſpire ſome! particu- 
lar Perſons with ſuperior Talents to be 
Guides to the reſt of Mankind ; who by 
laying many Things open to their View, 
may enlighten their Underſtanding ; by 
propoſing Rational Rules of acting, may 
inſtruct the Ignorant; and by ſhewing 
the Reaſons and-Motives of ſo acting, may 
Taiſe the Attention and work on the In- 
clination of Men to purſue them 
But how is Mankind to know theſe 
8 Guides, who for theſe great Ends may 
be ſo qualified and commiſſioned by 
Gop? I think there can be no better 
Way to diſtinguiſh them than by their 
Characters, their Doctrine, and by the 
Circumſtances attending the Promulga- 
tion of it. 1. They muſt be Wiſe and 
Juſt Men; who have only the Glory 


of God and Welfare of Mankind in 


View ; without any Proſpect of worldly 
a Pleaſure or Profit to themſelves. 
2. Their 


* 
, 
x 
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2. Their Doctrine ought: to be agreeable 
to Reaſon, ſince that is the only Standard 
given by Gop to Man to judge of it by. 
It ought to be general, and extend to all 
the Race of Mankind, Who at preſent 
inhabit this Globe. It ought to acquaint 
them with the Being and Attributes of 
Gop: and that he is the Author and 
Preſerver of all Things. It ought alſo 
to acquaint Man with his on Nature, 
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Species, and to other Creatures, and 
to point out to him ſome Rational 
Method of performing his Duty to 
each. 3. The Manner of promulging 
their Doctrine ſhould be ſuch, as to make 
it taken notice of at Firſt; and to 
continue the Memory of it on this Globe, 
as long as the Race of AbAn continue 
on it 

e next ee eee 
Dodtines now- in the World anſwer 
_ theſe 


4 * 
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theſe - CharaQerifticks : and which of 
thoſe: that claim; the Direction of Man+ 
kindionght to be preferred. 1 
I chrow out of the Caſe the Heathen 
Pogts:and Philoſophers : The Firſt in- 
volved their Sentiments in Fable and 
Fiction, which the Generality of Mans 
kind adopted into a Syſtem. of Idolatry. 
. And though the Laſt did not believe 
thoſe: Abſurdities with the Vulgar; and 
bare left: bebind them many .admirable 
Precepts of Morality j yet they had very 
imperfect! Notions” of the Deity ;/ very 
abfaord ones of the Origin of Man; and 
very doubtful ones of any future State; 
and chongh they write on thoſe. Topicks, 
they: do it to (propoſe rather than to 
eſtabliſh their Opinions; for none of n 
ſet ap for Univerſal Guides. 
A we take a — neee, 
now prevailing in the World; We, ſhall 
nnd the greateſt Part of the Globe ſtill 
clouded with" Idolatry: which from the 
24 els | EAT- 
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eatlieſt Ages down to the preſent remains 
e mee. 
and Superſtition of Man. | 07 
„The three, Religions, that profols the 
Knowledge: of one only true Gon, a 
the Jewiſh, the Chriſtian, and che Ma- 
hamptan, - 1 will ſpeak of che laſt firſt : 
becauſe barely! tp mentign, thp-FharaRer 
Tencts, will bew it not in bars the Ch 
tactetiſticks of a true Religion. The 
Author was an Impoſtor, who uſed me: 
ny Frauds to deceive his Followers ; and 


by thoſe Means advanced him(elf to 
The 


worldly P ower and Grandeur. 
Reßigion is by the Sword, not by Petſua- 
ſion; by Conqueſt, not by Convictions. 
The Rewards be promiſes in 4 fu- 
ture State are ſenſual; ſuch as Ratio- 
nal Men would contemn in this Lite; 


and which the Soul diveſted from the” 


Body cant anon in ann. Add to 
. 3 this; 


* 
a” N 7 
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this; that the Pilgrimage to Mecca ren- 
ders it Local Religion, and impoſſible 
to become Univerſal: for if that, which 
is enjoined to All, can be performed only 8 
by a Few, it is a vain Command, 2 1 


no Obligation on any. 0 
The Jewiſh Religion is the Stock on 


which Chriſtianity is grafted, after lop- 
ping off the ſuperfluous Branches: there - 
fore it is of equal Importance to a Chri- 
tian as a Jew; that it ſhould be of divine 
Original. It is contained in the Writings 
of Moss, the Oldeſt now extant; and 
which muſt therefore ſtand on their own - 
Authority and Credibility. © We muſt 
therefore (as I ſaid before) conſider their 
Author, the Writings themſelves, and their 
Promulgation. 
Moss was educated ie Court « 
PwARaons and was inſtructed in the 
Wiſdom of the Egyptians, a learned and 
powerful Nation in that early Age; and 


from whence Learning ſpread itſelf into 
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other Countries. But he choſe: rather 
to ſuffer Affliction with the People of 
Go, than to paſs for the Son of Pra 
RAon's Daughter. And was miraculouſ- 
ly called by Gon to deliver his Country" 
men from Slavery, and to conduct them 
to the Promiſed Land through the Wil- 
derneſs ; where for Forty Vrarz he ap- 
proved himſelf a moſt wiſe Legillator; a 
moſt upright judge; and a moſt ſhin- 
ing Exarnple of Piety and Virtue. 
His Writings: are Philoſophical; Hi- 
ſtorical, Propheticaly Moral, Political, 
and Religious. And let us appeal to 
Reaſon, if they carry nat with them 
the Internal Marks of à Divine Original. 
In the Philoſophical Part he deſcribes 
the Creation of the Univerſe; the For- 
mation of the Surfüce of our Globe; 

and the Original of Man / andvall: other 
Oreatütes on i. 
He ſets out with ſaying, “In the Be- 
„ giuning Go created the Heavens and 
JW! 3 E | 4 the 
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the Earth.” A very ſhort but ſublime 
Sentence! of few Words; but which 
expreſs and imply as much good Senſe 
and found Philoſophy, as could be con- 
tained in as many Volumes. It aſſerts, 


what none but the Fool ever denied in 
his Heart, that there is a Gop: with- 
out Beginning; ſelf-exiſtent from Eter- 
nity. That all other Beings had a Be- 
ginning; and derived their Exiſtence from 
him. 'Fhat he created them, or cauſed 
them to exiſt out of Nothing; not out 
of «pre-exiſting Chaos, which is, a very 
Chimerical Notion. Whether we ſup- 
poſe it Eternal, or to have been created - 

before the World. For if we ſuppoſe 
ſuch a Chaos Eternal; it is as abſurd and 
= more gloomy Idea than that of an 
Eternal World. And can we ſuppoſe 
ſuch a uſeleſs piece of Lumber to 'lye 
by from Eternity, till it pleaſed Gon to 


employ it in the Creation? Or can we 
ſuppoſe, that Gon, like a common. Me- 
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chanick, wants Materials provided be- 
forrhand to begin his Work? And it is 
as unworthy of the Deity to ſuppoſcz 
that Go firſt created a Chaos, and out 
of that a World. For can we conceive; 
that in the Original Production of the 
World he would frame it imperfeR, in 
order to render it more perfect afters 
watds? and petform that at Two Ope- 
tations, which he could perform at One? 
How much more agteeable to the Divine 
Majeſty and Perfection is the Senſe of 
the Words, Gop created the Heavens 
ee and che Earth !” Plainly implying, not 
only our Globe, but every Globe in the 
- Univerſe; and that all Nature, with every 
Being comprehended in it, ſtarted at onet 
at the Word or Nod of the Althighty 
into a beautiful Ordet and Harmony, 
to declare hiy' Glory, and demonſttate 
his Power and Wifdom.- 
After this general and noble Deſtrip- 
won * the Creation of the Univerſe, he 
| E 2 con- 
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confines: his Diſcourſe to this little Globe, 
the peculiar Province of Man. And 
what he ſays of it ſeems to me, not to 
relate to the Original Formation of it; 
but to ſome great Alteration of its Sur- 
face, immediately preceding the Dona- 
tion of it to the preſent: Race of Man- 

kind. It may have undergone many 
Revolutions and Viciſſitudes before that 
time: for Gop out of the ſame Maſs of 
Matter, can produce a Variety of Effects, 
equally wonderful and glorious. - But 
what it hath been before i its preſent State, 
or what it may be after it, Gon, who 
alone is able to vary the Landſcape, alone 
knows; and it is vain for Man to con- 
jecture. It is of more Importance for 
him to know, how this Habitation was 
prepared for him; how he was placed 
in it; and by what Tenure he holds it: 

which Particulars are diſtinctly related 
by Manns. 1 


4 1 
1 4 24 ; ; s 


* 9 
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| Whoever maturely and impartially 

conſiders the Force of his Expreſſions 
relating to our Globe, I ſhould imagine 
would concur with me in Opinion, that 
they cannot relate to the Original Crea- 
tion of it. He ſays, © that the Earth was 
« without Form.” He cannot mean, that 
it was not a Globe; or that it was not 
a Planet in that Part of our Solar Syſtem 
in which it is ranged at preſent. Nor 
can he mean (for the Reaſons I have 
before given) that this or any other Globe, 
at the Creation of the Univerſe, came 
rude and imperfe& from the Hands of 
the Creator. He muſt mean that the 
Form of its Surface was altered ; that it 
was without the Form it had, either at 
the Creation, or at the time immediately 
preceding that State of it which he is 
deſcribing ; that the Beauty and Harmo- 
ny of its Parts were deſtroyed, and its 
former Figures melted and diffolved, like 
Wax; in order to receive a new Stamp and 
E 3 _ Impreſſion 
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Impreſſion from the Almighty. And his 
next Expreſſion ſeems to confirm this 
Interpretation; for he fays, © The Earth 
** was Void.” That is, it had no Creature 
upon it. It was void of every thing, that 
ever lived or moved or grew on Land or 
in the Water: they were all confound- 
ed and deſtroyed. And ſeveral of the 

following Expreſſions point out to us the 
Natural Means, employed by Gon to ef- 


_ fec this great Change. It ſeems to have 


been brought about by a General Deluge; 
more laſting and more fatal than that, 
which followed in the Days of Noan. 
For it is ſaid, that Darkneſs was upon 
the Deep; that the Spirit of Gon moved 
on the Waters, which were afterwards 
gathered. into one Place, to. let the dry 
Land appear. From all which it is evi- 
dent, that the whole Surface of the 
Globe was covered with Water mixed and 
polluted with Earth, Nor is it wonder- 
ful, — Parkueſs ſhould be on. the Deep. 

when 
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when the Spirit of Gon moved on the 
Waters. That is, when the Almighty 
Power put them in a violent Agitation, 
and thoroughly mixed them with every 
thing in the Caverns and on the Face of 
the Earth, For when the whole Globe 
was covered with Water, mixed with 
Earth, and impregnated, heated, and fer- 
menting with all forts of Animal, Vege- 
table, and Mineral Subſtances, the Sun 
muſt taiſe a Vapour, ſo copious, thick, 
and groſs, as would make him inviſible to 
Creatures upon Eatth, had there been any 
then upon it; who, being deptived of the 
Sun and Stars, the Index of their Time, 
could not have diſtinguiſhed any Part 
of the Twenty-four Hours from another. 
But when it pleaſed Gon to abate 
this Agitation and Ferment, the grofler 
Particles of the Vapour naturally fell back . 
to the Earth. And then it was, that 
Gop faid,.** Let there be Light, and there 
was Light:“ that is, the Sun ſhone a- 
E 4 gan 


56 FREeLiGio PriLosoPHI. 


gain on our Globe, and might give a Sen- 


ſation of Light to Animals (ſoon to be 


there) by impelling the Ether on 
the Eye. And the Earth, by its Rotation 


on its Axis, again ſeparated the Light 
from the Darkneſs, and Day from Night : 
and the Evening and the Morning were 


diſtinguiſhable by the Setting and Riſing 


of the Sun. For we are not to imagine, 
that Light in general was then created: 
and that it did not exiſt before that Period. 
Light has ever been: and is (with Reve- 
rence let me ſpeak it) a Property of the 
Deity. The Scripture tells us, Gop is 
Light: he dwelleth in Light: he decketh 
himſelf with Light as with a Garment: 
in him is no Darkneſs: the Darkneſs and 
Light to him are both alike. Thus our 
great,” ſublime, and philoſophical Poet, 
nn himſelf to Light, ſays, | 
E Before the Sun, 
Before tbe, 38 thou wert — 
and endeavouring to convey to our weak 
Under- 


— 
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Underſianding ſome Idea, tho imperſoct, 
ub in ou he calls it, 38 


Of the ae, e. 8 * 
Bright Effiuence of bright Eſſence increate*; 


After the groſſer Parts of | this thick 
Vapour had fallen back on the Globe, 
the lighter watery Particles remained 
ſuſpended in the Air; which divided them 
from the Waters on the Face of the 
Globe: and which Moses, to comply 
with the Vulgar Phraſe and Apprehen- 
ſion, calls the Firmament and the Hea- 
ven. 

When the ap of So Waters 
ceaſed; the Waters under the Heavens, 
that is, on the Surface of the Globe, would 
naturally ſubſide, or be gathered together, 
or run into ſuch Cavities as Gop had 
provided for them; and the dry Land 
muſt of courſe appear; and by ſo tho- 


M uro, Par. Loſt, Book III. 


a 


[2.1 RrIIG O PrrLogopnr. 


rough — Mates of all Sort 
muſt be very well prepared to nouriſh all 
kinds of Vegetables, the Graſs, the Herb 
yielding Seed, and the Fruit-tree yielding 
Fruit ; which Gop was then * to 


| plant upon it. 


When the Air grew clear and ſerene, 
the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars became 
viſible ; which Moszs places in the Fir- 
mament of the Heaven ; to make himſelf 
intelligible to the Vulgar ; who call every 
thing Heaven, that appears in the Air 


| over their Heads, and cannot diſtinguiſh 


the Diſtance of the Clouds from the 
Heavenly Bodies, nor of one Celeftial 


Globe from another. He does but juſt 


mention the Stars, (which compoſe fo 
vaſt a Part of the Univerſe) becauſe it 
was foreign and unneceffary to his Sub- 
jet. And he mentions the Sun and 
Moon, only as they have a Relation to 
dur Globe, and not to the reſt of our 


Planetary Syſtem. He ſpeaks of them 
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according to the Conceptions of the Vul- 
gar: he calls the Moon a Light as well 
as the Sun; the laſt the greater to rule 
the Day, and the other to rule the Night; 
and to be for Signs, for Seaſons, for Days, 
and Years ; that is, to diſtinguith to us the 

n 
Time. | 
| Afterwards: when both Water and Air 
were ſettled, and clear, and fit to receive 
their Inhabitants; then Gop created everx 
thing living and moving, which the Wa- 
tors brought forth in abundance acrord 
ing to helf kind; and every feathered 
F Fowl according to his kind, 1 14 
' Laſtly : when the Earth was berume 
firm; and was clad with Vegetables; Gon 
made all Sorts of terreſtrial Animals; to 
whom he gave them for Food: and laſt 
of all the nobleſt of them all, Man, to 
whom he gave Dominion oyer alt the 
reſt, | 57 "Nt 


\ 


Thys, 


. 
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Thus, Mosxs fays, © the Heavens and 
*the Earth were finiſhed, and all the 
« Hoſt of them :” that is; all Creatures in 
the Air, the Waters, and the Earth. And 
to this: Performance he aſſigns Six Days. 
This Account of the Work, and of its 
Duration, if applied to ſuch an Altera- 
D | tion of the Surface of our Globe only, 
may (from the firſt Appearance of the 
Light) bear even a literal Interpretation. 
But if it be applied to the Creation of the 
1 Univerſe in the manner there deſcribed, 
it is contrary to Reaſon and to Fact, and 
derogates from the Wen and Dignity 
of the Creator, 

For it a8 Gop, e Six 
Days, to produce and form all things; 
which, it is more reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
were perfected in an Inſtant by his Will. 
It repreſents the Frame of the World 
4 in ſeveral Particulars different from what 
1 - it really is: for it ſuppoſes with the Vul- 
. ; * our little Planet (without mention- 
| ing] 
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ing the others) to be the principal Part of 
the Creation; and the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars, (all indiſcriminately mentioned as 
Luminaries) as ſubſervient to that alone. 
It mentiꝑns the Creation of Light, which 
(as I ſaid before) muſt haye been from 
Eternity. It mentions Waters aboye the 
Firmament. Which as well as the Fir- 
mament are no where to be found;, unleſs 
you underſtand the Waters to be the 
Clouds or Exhalations; and the Firma» 
ment the Air that ſupports them. It re- 
preſents the Six Days Work, as divided 
into very unequal and unnatural Taſks 98 
Portions. . On the Firſt Nay was created 
Heaven; and Earth Grat void, and 
dark; and Light. On the Second, the 
Firmament dividing the Waters, beneath 
it from thoſe; above. On the Third, the 
Sea, Land, and Vegetables, Ong the 
Fourth, the Sun, Moon, and Stars. On 
the Fifth, Fiſh and Fol., On dhe Sixth, 
all the terreſtrial Animals, and Man. 

& ot PER Such 
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Such an Interpretation can never be 
adopted; and tho that, which 1 have 


before given, may perhaps be New, it ap- 
pears to me the moſt Rational. It makes 


'Mosxs ſpeak a Language, intelligible at 
the ſaine time, both to the Vulgar, and 
to the Philoſopher. Whereas a literal | 
Interpretation i is full of Abſurdities. And 
whoever puts ſuch a Conſtruction on 
any Part of Scripture, does not ſupport, 
but undermines its Authority; contri- 
butes to make Infidels and not Believers, 
And fince Men have now clearer Con- 
ceptions of the Structure of the Uni- 
verſe ; fince the Ptolemaic Syſtem bas 

given place to the Copernican ; and Feu. 
on to Reality; it is right to employ the 
Lights which Gop has afforded them, to 
Alvfirate his Works; and they art more 
capable now to explain the Mofaical Ac- 
count of che Creation, than py were in 


darker and more * . 


— ” a 
. 
. In 
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In the laſt place, Moss gives an A- 
count of the Original of the Preſent Race 
of Mankind: whom., he derives. from 
One Pair only. And in the Deſcription 
of their Formation, Nature, State; and 
Situation, he ſhadows Truth under Al. 
agreeable. He ſays, Gop formed Man, 
in his own Image, after his own Like / 
neſs; out of the Duſt of the Ground: 
and breathed into his Noſtrils the Breath 
of Life. The Meaning is, that he cre- 
ated him with a Spiritual and Immortal 
Soul, but with a Material and Earchhy 
Body. He ſays, Gon made Woman out 
of his Rib: meaning by ſuch a Repre | 
ſentation to inſpire mutual and cordial 
Affection between them, as being of done 
Nature, and to inculcate the Dependance 
of the Woman on the Man. He ſays, 
Gop put them into Eden, i. e. placed 
them in a State of Happineſs; till the 
Woman (the weaker in Underſtanding) 
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was tempted by the Serpent, i. e. her 
own vicious Inclinations, to eat the for- 
bidden Fruit, i. e. to commit Sin, and 
to tempt the Man to do the ſame; for 
which they were turned out of Paradiſe, 
i: e. loſt their Happineſs with their In- 
nocence. For Innocent they were, and 
muſt have been, at the Inſtant of their 
Creation, not having had time to commit 
Sin : and conſequently muſt have been 
as happy as à clear Conſcience, and the 
Health and Vigaur both of Body and 
Mind, which Gop then beſtowed on 
them, could make them. And how 
they were driven out of this Paradiſe by 
Sin, let every . Man 8 Conſcience 
Inform bim. 16001 OE OT OUS 


wy e But to imagine 
the | Account to be a literal Hiſtory is, 
I chink, inconfiſtent with Reaſon, and 
any true or pure Conception of the Deity. 


* e that Gop formed Man me- 
4 | chanically 
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chanically from' the Duſt, and breathed 
in his Face; that he took a Rib from the 
Man faſt aſleep to form the Woman; 
that he planted a particular Garden for 
them to reſide i in, excluſive of the reſt 
of the Globe, which was to remain un- 
inhabited; that in the Garden, chere was 

one Tree whoſe Fruit could give Know- 
ledge, and another whoſe Fruit could 
give Life ; that the Serpent ſpoke to the 
Woman; that the eating of one Fruit 
could make Man ſinful and mortal, or 
of another immortal; that Gop made 
Coats for them; that he drove them out 
of the Garden; and that he placed Che- 
rubims with flamihg Swords to guard 
the Tree of Life; are ſuch Opinions 
as ſeem to me to require no Confuta- 


tion. . 
As Man at bis Creation alt have 
been placed on ſome one particular Spot 
of this Globe; and could only have the 
ſpontaneous Product of it for his Natri- 
N F ment; 
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ment; Go placed him in a Climate, 
where he made, to grow out of the 
Ground every Tree pleaſant to the Sight, 
and good for Meats. This Place was a 
real Eden or Garden : and the firſt Pair 
alone, Strangers: to Sin. and Shame, a 
while enjoyed a perfect Paradiſe. Mosxs 
deſcribes the Situation of this Place by the 
names of Rivers and Countries known in 
his Time. Which Deſcription leads many 
to imagine It to have been near Babylon; 
and the four Rivers to be the Tigris and 
Euphrates before they unite, and the two 
Branches into which they divide before 
they fall into the Perſian Gulf. And cer- 
tainly there is no properer Place to be 
found on the preſent Surface of the Globe; 
the Country being fruitful, and near the 
Center of the great Continent of * 
Africa, and Europe. 

Some have ſuppoſed, that before Noan's 
Flood, there was a regular Diſpoſition 
of Land and Water on the Surface of 

b 8 this 
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this Globe : but that the Shell of it, be- 
ing broken by that Event, preſents us 
with the ſeveral Irregularities now to be 
obſerved in the Map of ii I can not 
ſubſcribe to that Opinioa; Which is 
ſcarce | reconcileable to the Aceount of 
Moses ; who mentions Mountains before 
the Flood, and the ſame Situation of 
Rivers before and fince: and fays, the 
Dove returned to the Ark with 4 Leaf 
pluckt from an Olite; Which ſhews; 
that the Waters, tho deep, were ſtill; 
and could not occaſion ſuch a Change. 
I imagine, it is owing to eatlier Cauſes 
and perhaps not to one but to many z 
and J conceive the Great Deluge im- 
mediatẽly before the Creation of ADAM; 
when the Spirit of God moved on the 
Waters, to have had a e dhars 
in N 11 
It is next to PW Pars iti is 
_ poſſible and probable; that the Globe 
roaſt be peopled from one: Pair. For if 

F'2 it 
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it could ; it ſeems a noble Deſign of Pro- 
vidence to abate the Pride and Ambition, 
and to promote the Charity and Benevo- 
lence of Men, by affording them this 
Subject of Reflection, that however diſtant 
others may be in Condition or Situation, 
however different in Cuſtom or Com- 
plexion, they are ſtill their Brethren, and 
derived from one common Maſs. And 
when Man came freſh (as I may ſay) 
out of the Mint, in perfect Vigor of Bo- 
dy and Mind, without Diſeaſes derived 
from his Parents or contracted by Intem- 
perance, and-living on the Fruits of the 
Earth; no wonder, that he lived longer 
than Men do now; and begat Sons and 
Daughters to the great Age which'Mosrs 
aſcribes to him. Thus we ſee Natural 
Cauſes concurring with the Deſigns of 
Providence for the more ſpeedy peopling 
of the Globe. And whoever computes 
the Numbers, that might deſcend from 
one Pair and their Poſterity, in the Space 
| | of 
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of above ſixteen. Centuries between 
the Creation and the Deluge, I believe 
will find; that the Globe muſt have 
been better peopled at the time of the 
Deluge, than it has been at any time 


 &ince. And as Individuals attaining to 


ſuch Ages muſt have a Degree of Know 
ledge and Experience beyond our Com- 
prehenſion; and by the help of one Lan- 
guage might maintain a moſt extenſive 
Correſpondence; all Arts and Sciences, 
as well as Commerce and Navigation, 
muſt have been carried to great Perfec- 
tion: nor could Non, when ſiæ hundred 
Vears old, want Skill to build the great 
Floating Veſſel whicks ſaved the Remnant 
of Mankind. 1 $4422602 nn 1 

The Dimenſions of the RG as glen 
by Mos Es, is :eſteemed+one. Proof of the 
divine eee of his IN gen: fince 


14.4 © 


« Biho 275 in his Diſeo 118 * 1 Hi- 
foie U TY T1656.—Mr. Wh sro (in is 


3 Tables ang from other Writers) only 
13 
F; | a Veſſel 
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a Veſſel of that Form and Capacity is 
found by the Examination of the beſt 
Mathematicians, not only to be well con- 
trived, but of an ample Size, © hold 
Noa and his Family, each Species of 
Birds, Quadrupeds and creeping Things, 
with Proviſions for their Subſiſtence for 
2 longer time than the Waters covered 
the Earth. But to collect each Species 
together, and to cauſe them to enter 
into the Ark, are things that exceed 
human Power, and require the Inter- 
enough in the Clouds, the Ocean, and 
yet I cannot conceive how it could be 
Taiſed out of the Ocean, and the Deep 
above the Mountains, without à like 
Inter poſition of Providence. It is cer- 
tain, that Gon can, tho he ſeldom does 
act out of the common Courſe of Na- 
ture; whenever he does, it is for great 


and 
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and wiſe Ends, and in Affairs of ge- 
neral Concern : Now what more mo- 
mentous Occaſion can we imagine on 
our Globe, than the Deſtruction of Man- 
kind for their Wickedneſs, all to a few 
Perſons, who and their Poſterity were 
warned by ſo terrible an Event, to be more 
virtuous, * to revers Gon Power and 
lune. 
After the Flood "IRA TERS to 
feed on Animals; and Luxury and In- 
temperance, as well as divige Appoint- 
ment, might have ſome Share in abridg- 
ing the Term of his Life. And as Pro- 
vidence was viſible in the long Lives of 
the Poſterity of Aba, for the more 
ſpeedy peopling of the Globe; it is no 
leſs vifible in the ſhorter Lives of the 
Poſterity of Noan, that it might not be 
over-peopled. In the former Period, for 
the firſt Eight or Nine Hundred Years, 
there were continual Births without Bu- 
F 4 rials; 
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rials; a henne in our Age the N do but 
ee ce. * * Providence Aron 
gives us is, the 'Copfulion of Tongues : 
which, tho miraculous, is not more ſo 
than the beſtowing the Uſe of Language 
on Man immediately on his Creation. 
This Difference of Language compelled 
Mankind to divide into Clans, and to 
ſettle in different Places; and by diſ- 
perſing them naturally contributed to the 
peopling of che Ear tn... 
As Moers derives Man and all terte- 
ſttrial Animals from the Ark; it is found 
difficult to account, how ſome of them 
arrived from Mount Ararat to the Places 
where they have been ſince found. How 
came the People into America, which 
CoLumsvs found: there ? Or, ſeveral Spe- 
cies of Animals, not to be met with 
in our -Hemiſphere? How came into 
in venomous and fierce Creatures, 
82 which 


Rei Priiogepyls 73 
which Men would rather avoid, than 
convey to ſuch Abodes? Or, how came 
the Negroes to differ ſo much in Com- 
plexion from other Men, if deſcended 
from the ſame Parents? Theſe Queſtions 
are beſt anſwered by others. Does not 

North Acheriea join to our Continent? Is 
it a longer Voyage from, ſome. Part af 
the African Coaſt to Braſil, than ĩt is from 
London to the Mediterranean? Were 
not the Coaſts of Aſia early peopled ? 
And are got the Inhabitants of them to 
be ſuppoſed to be ſoon acquainted with 
the Art of Navigation 7 What de we 
know of their Hiſtory ? Are we inform- 
ed of all Voyages they have made? Or, 


can we aſſert, that None have been made 


from Aſia or Africa to America from the 
Flood to the Days of CoLumpus? Can 
we ſay, there has been no. Alteration 
in the Surface of the Globe in ſo long 
a Space of Time by ſubterraneous Erup- 
tions and other Accidents? And that 
way 
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many Iſlands have not been broken by 
them from the Continent? Does not the 
Climate vary Men's Complexions? Was 


a fair Man ever known a Native of Gui. 


nea? or a Negroe of the Polar Circle ? 
Let me aſk too ſome other Queſtions, 
Was there a Deluge, or was there not? 
And if there was, was it total? If there 
was not a Deluge, or if it was not total, 
how come Marine Foſſils to be found 
in Inland Parts all over the Globe? And 


if there was a total Deluge, how could 


8 Mosxs deſcribes? 

So much for the Philoſophy of Mosxs. 
I ſhall now conſider him as an Hiſto- 
nan: the Firſt and the only one, who 
gives any Account of 'above Twenty- 
Bp 8 120 | Cen 


| 1 8 


11 


b of Phil. Trim. Vol. IV. Part 2. Pag. 270. by 

Jones, it is ſaid; Sea-ſhells and the Teeth and Bones of 

arine Animals occur almoſt every where and in all 
Countries ; and have been ſhewn to be all Remains of the 
Vaiverfal Daluge: 
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_ Centuries, which paſſed from Apam'to 
his own Time. In this Account he 


comprehends the Creation (or rather Re- 


novation of the Face of our Globe) and 
the Deluge: two moſt memorable Events, 
and moſt neceſfary to be known to the 
preſent Race of Mankind. He gives but 
few Particulars of what paſſed in above 
and the Deluge: bat informsnsin general, 
that that Calamity was brought on the 
Antediluvians for their Wickedneſs. Nor 
was it at all neceffary to be minute in 
relating the Affairs of a Race of Men 
long fince extinctʒ and whoſe Memorial 
(but for his Hiſtory) muſt have periſhed 
with them. He has ſet forth a Pedi- 
gree from Apan to Moss, with that 
Plainneſs and Simplicity, as well as Per- 
ſpicuity and Preciſion, as gives-great Cre- 
dit to his Hiſtory; and leaves little or no 
Room to doubt of its Veracity. The 
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which he derives from Noan, to ABRA- 
HAM the Father of the Faithful, and to 
' ſeveral others who were Founders of 
neighbouring Nations. 

Nor is it to be wondered at, that Mais 
ſhould have clear Information of the ear- 
lieſt Ages; when we [conſider the long 
Life of Man before the Flood. Noau 
(if I miſtake not) was cotemporary with 
Sr and with ABRAHAM: and might 
inform ABRAHAM of his being ſaved 
from the Deluge himſelf, and of what 
he had heard from the Son of ADA 
concetning the Creation. Events too 
intereſting, for ABRAHAM not to tranſmit 
to his Poſterity, or for Moss not to learn 
from his great Anceſtor: for ABRAHANl 
vras Great Grand- father to — as 
Le ws to Moss, ñ 

As Mosxs is the moſt ancient Wri- : 
ter, his Hiſtory can receive no Confir- 
mation from the concurrent Teſtimony 
of Authors near his own Time. Vet it 
Li | . 18 
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is much confirmed by the Traditions, 
which have prevailed amongſt moſt an- 
cient Nations concerning a Chaos, out 
of which the Earth was formed, and a 
General Deluge: which Poets have con- 
founded, and obſcured with many Fables 
of their own Invention. 

But the ſtrongeſt Evidence of the Truth 
of the Hiſtory of Moses are the People 
of the Jews. themſelves. Who, when it 
was publiſhed, muſt know almoſt every 
Circumſtance of it, that related to their 
own Nation. Who were Eye witneſſes 
to what paſſed in Egypt and the Wil- 
derneſs. Who were in Fact ſettled un- 
der his Inſtitutions in the Land of Ca- 
naan; where they were found in After- 
Ages governed by them. Who, before 
Cukisr, were puniſhed by Gon for for- 
ſaking of them: and who ſince have 
been puniſhed by Man for adhering to 
them. And who in the midſt of Perſe- 
cution do ſtill firmly adhere to them, 

above 


73 RLT PuLosorut. 

above 3000 Years after their Publication. 
As if Gop intended they ſhould always 

remain a living Evidence of the Truth of 

his Word delivered to the World by this 

his firſt great Prophet, in which 2 

ter I ſhall now conſider him. 

By Prophets I would be ks to 
mean, Perſons choſen and inſpired by Gop 
to publiſh his Decrees to Mankind; to 
manifeſt his Wiſdom by their Precepts; 
his Power by their Miracles; and his 
Preſcience by their Predictions. 

The Predictions to be found in the 
Writings of Mosxs are what I meant by 
the Prophetical Part of them: and are 
ſuch as were made known by Gon to him, 
or to Others who lived before him, and 
concern either Mankind in general, or the 
Jews-in particular. 

The firſt Prediction, that concerns 
Mankind in general, is contained in the 
Allegorical Account of the Fall: viz. 


* the Seed of the Serpent ſhould 
bruiſe 
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bruiſe the Heel of the Woman, and her 
Seed the Serpent's Head. As all the Al- 
legory is full of important Truths, we 
cannot ſuppoſe chis Part to be without | 
its Meaning. I take the Meaning to be, 
that tho the Race of Apam will always 
be purſued, attacked, and diſturbed, by 
the Temptations of their own vicious 
Inclinations to commit Sin; yet Gon will 
raiſe up among them Prophets, who ſhall 
furniſh them with divine Means to van- 
quiſh ſuch Temptations. And therefore 
the Learned with Juſtice principally ap- 
ply this Prediction to CRI: whom 
his Followers allow to be a Prophet, and 
more than a Prophet, ſent into the World 
to fave Mankind.  _- 
Another Prediction of coperal Canes 
to Man is Gop's Promiſe to ABRAHAM, 
confirmed to Isaac and Jacos, that in 
their Seed all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhall be bleſſed, This Prediction con- 
firms the former; and at the ſame time 


informs 
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informs them where to look. for their 
Prophets, and that Salvation i is» only to de 
expected from ffracl : but not from any 
Prophet before the time of DAbip: be- 
cauſe Gop honoured him with a Promiſe, 
that the great Prophet and King of Man- 
kind ſhould deſcend from him. From 
this Quarter the Jews have always ex- 
pected their Mzssr An in whom all Na- 
tions were to be bleſſed, according to 
God's Promiſe to their Forerather Ann a- 
HAM; and ſuch a one they ſtill expect. 
Though the Followers of Cuk ler aſſert, 
that the Prophecy was compleated by his 
Appearance on Earth: and that he is that 
Promiſed Redeemer, As we bope to 
| 8 proper Place. 3 

I ſhall take Notice but of Two Pre- 
dictions in the Writings of Moss relat- 
ing to the Jews? in particular. | 
The Firft is Gov” s Promife to ABRA- 


ust; that he would give the Land of 


Canaan to his Poſterity, and make of 
them 


o 
* 
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aboye 4 50. Years; before Moses conducted 
them to the Borders of that Land; which 
they took Poſſeſſion of ſoon after his 
Death; and grew up thete under the 
Conduct of their Judges; till they ar- 
rived at very great Power in the Reigns 
of Davip and SoLGõ NN. | 

The Second is the Promiſe ofa ng 
poral Bleſſings to them, whilſt they wor- 
ſhipped the true Gop, and kept his Com- 
mandments ; and of temporal Judgments, 
whenever they fell to Idolatry ; a Prophe- 
cy verified by the whole Series of their 
Hiſtory * for near 7509 Vein from. Masss 
to CHRIST. 5 

As to the Moral Part of the Writings 
of Moszs, it is ſet forth in the Decar 
logue, which teaches us to acknowledge 
One only true Gop ; to revere his Name; 


SES the Biſhop of Mgaux and Wulsron make ie | 
bs Bach the Biſhop and Wr1sToN make it abors 1499; 
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and to adore him: to honour all Men, | 
to injure no Man, in Perſon or in Pro- 
perty; either by Deed, Word, or Thought; 
a ſet of Precepts ſo ſhort, that All may 
remember; ſo clear, that None can mi- 
ſtake; [o excellent, that All miſt ap- 
prove: worthy to be written by the Fin- 


ger of Gop, and engraven on the Heart 


of Man: und Which muſt remain an im- 
motable Law as long as he inhabits thi 


The üer Part of PE Writings of 
Moves contains the Laws for the Civil 
Government of the Jews; which are a 
never-failing Proof of the Wiſdom of 


- the Legiſlator. In all Nations the prin- 


cipal Duties of Morality have been guard- 
ed with Penalties to puniſh the Breach 
of them. - Theſe Penalties are well a- 
dapted by the Moſaical Law to the Na- 
ture of the Offence. To inſtance firſt 


in the Offences againſt the Decalogue. 


dolatry, Blaſphemy, Sabbath-breaking, 
Striking 
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Striking or Curſing of Parents, Mur- 
der, and Adultery, are puniſhed with 
Death. Theft - with five- fold Retribu- 
tion. Falſe Evidence with the Payment 
of the full Damage it might occaſion. 
Inferior Hurts to the Perſon with Reta- 
lation : an Eye for an Eye, and a Tooth 
-e ee and if done by a Bond Ser- 
hid Taper on Lande was to make 
Reſtitution out of the beſt Product of 
his//own. Unnatural Pollutions are ca- 
pitally - puniſhed. Inceſtuous, are pro- 
hibited. Martiages with Strangers are 
prohibited for fear of Idolatry. Children 
accuſed of Vice by their Parents to the 
Magiſtrate were to ſuffer Death. If a 
betrothed Virgin was known in the City, 


both ſhe and the Man were to die: if in 
the Field, the Man only. If the Virgin 
was not betrothed, the Man was to paß 
a Ranſom to her Parents, and to take . 


her and never to put her away. The 
G -- Hebrew 
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Hebrew Servant after. fix Years was to 
be free. They were to riſe up to the 
hoary Head. Not to vex the Stranger. 
To help the, Fatherleſs and Widow. To 
keep and reſtore Things loſt: or ſtray'd 
to. the Owner. To eaſe the Als of their 
Enemy ſinking under his Burthen, To 
leave the Gleanings of their Harveſt and 
Vineyard to the Poor: to open the Hand 
wide to him. Not to oppreſs the hired 
Servant; but to pay him before the go- 
ing down of the Sun. Not to lend upon 
Uſury or Pledge... Not to remove the | 
Neighbour' $ Land-mark. Not to keep a 
great and a ſmall, but one juſt Weight 
and Meaſure: Judges were not to take 
a Gift to blind them: nor to wreſt their 
Judgment in the Cauſe of the Poor or of 
the Mighty: were to have the Matter 
proved. by two or more Witneſſes: And 
in, corporal, Puniſhments were not to or- 
der above Forty Stripes. And to crown 
all, every one was to love his Neighbour 
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as himielf. ' Theſe, with many” other of 
the Laws of Mosxs (too numerous to be 
here inſerted) compoſe a more excellent 
Syſtem of human Policy than any that 
either before go” Gnce hath appeared in 
the World; and the good Effects of 
them were manifeſt through many Ages 
by Experience: for the Jews (except 
during their Captivity) lived under them 
from the time of Mosrs to the Deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem; ; a much longer Period 
than the Spartans continued under che 
Laws of Lycuxets. f 
In the Religious Part of — Moſaical 
Writings is to be found a general Hiſtory 
of Religion from ADAM to Moss; and 
the general Scheme of Providence for 
the preſerving the Knowledge and Wor- 
hip of the true Goo on Earth, as long as 
the Poſterity of Apanm ſhall remain upon 
it: ſhewing how by Man's natural De- 
pravity it was gradually contracted, and 
es warms to the Seed of ABRanamy 

FT G 3 and 
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and foretelling, that from them it ſhould 
at laſt be ſpread over the Face of the 
From Apan to Noan Man was guid- 
ed by his own Reaſon, joined to ſuch 
Traditions as he received from A DAN 
concerning Gop and the Creation; which 
proved too weak a R againſt ip 
own. vicious Inclinatios. 
Though the Terrors of the Deluge were 


added to the former Motives to a good 


Life, yet they all proved inſufficient ; and 
Noa was ſcarce dead, before a ſecond 


Deluge of Impiety ſpread itſelf amongſt 


Men. Which made the Almighty chuſe 
ARRAHAM, and ſet a carnal Seal on him 
and his Poſterity, as Perſons deſigned 
by him, to preſerve: the Honour of his 
Name and Worſhip, and to puniſh the 
Idolatry of other Nations: which was be- 
come very general, when the Children of 
Iſrael left Ngypt: and ſuch is the Force 
of Cuſtom | on Vulgar Minds; that even 


they 


2 
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they were ſeduced; and prevailed on 
Aakox to, canfent making the Golden 
Calf in the Wilderneſs, | 
Ide better do ſecure Man againl; this 
Igfatuation, and to, preſerve Natural Re- 
ligion pure and undefiled, it now:pleaſed, 
Deos to aſſiſt his Reaſon by a Mitten Law, 
delivered to Mos, - to, remain to.all Gee, 
neratians. Written by Gen on Tables 
of Stone; and delivered to, Mosgs a 
the, maſt aweful and tremendous Signs 
of, Divine Power in the Sicht of all.| 4 
People ;. to be kept, (45. it deſeryed) in 
the, Ark. of the Covenant, in, the. moſt: 
facred Place of the Tahernagle and Tem- 
ple, between the Cherubims, and ho- 


"TY 4 - 


noured with viſible Marks of the Divine 
Preſence. and. Protection. 2 

Tao worſhip Gon is a Patt of 2 | 
Religion, injoiped, by this Lau,, Hut 
Men. cannat.joip in Public Warden 
out obſerving ſame, outward Form, it is 


r in eſtabliſh. ſome Form far the 
G 4 Uſe 
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_ Uſe of the People. The Form eſtabliſh 
ed by Moss was full of Pomp'and Cere- 
mony: intended partly, that the People 
might not think meaner than the Wor- 
ſhip of the idolatrous' Nations round 
about them; but principally to diſtin- 
guiſh them from thoſe Nations.” For 
there was ſcarce a Ceremony ot Obſer- 
vance, but what was ordained to perpe- 
tuate the Memory of ſome ſignal Mercy 
or Deliverance, which they had received 
either in Egypt or the Wilderneſs ; and 
which pethaps was to be a Type to Man- 
kind' of ſome greater Mercy or Delive- 
rance to come. But cheſe Ceremonies, 
conſidered in themſelves alone, were 
vain; were burthenſome i in the Perfor- 
mance : ſome, were temporary: others 
were local, as the coming annually to the 
Tabernacle or Temple to worſhip. Which 
Ceremonies, though neceſſary to keep 
che Jews united among themſelves, and 
a diſtiner People from others for a Time, 
are 
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are abſolutely incompatible with à Reli- 
gion that muſt be general to all Mankind. 
And Mosxs himſelf declares it a Form 
that is to give place to a better j where he 
ſays, A Prophet thall-theLonp- raiſe 
up unte you, like unto me, from 
among you, even of thy Brethren 
«© unto him ſhall ye hearken. And Go 
e will put his Words in his Mouth; and: 
che ſhall ſpeak all that he commande 
« him: and whoſoever Will net hearken 
to the Words, which he ſhall ſpeale 
4 in Gopꝰs Name, Go will require it 
« Of him. nen 502 ene 231 $235 14. 

Such are the Writings of Moves. — 
Which' not only bear in themſelves the 
Matks of a Divine Original: but are 
proved to be ſo by the Miracles attending 
their Promulgation ; and by the Aceom- 
pliſhment of many Prophecies contained 
m them; Which are a ſtrong Aſſuratice 
that the reſt Will be: pes hana 
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When Moss was called by Gop; his 
Commiſhon was atteſted by Fire in the 
Buſh unconſumed, and by a Voice from 
Heaven; and a Rod was delivered to 
him, as the Enſign of his Power, by 
which he performed moſt amazing Won 
ders, in Egypt, the Red Sca, and the 
' WilderneG6. And when the Command- 
ments were. delivered to him on Mount 
Sinai, there were Thunders, and Light- 
excecding loud: and all the People was 
afraid: and when they ſtood round dne 
nether part of the Mount, it Was all 
an Smoke, becauſe the Lord came down 
upon it in Fire; and all the Mount trem- 
bled exceedingly- And when the Sound 
of the Trumpet blew long, and waxed 
| louder and louder, Mosxs ſpake, 00 0 
Lonp anſwered. him by Voice. 

Though all theſe things, are, very! — 
derful, yet are they inconteſtable. There 
is ſcarce a Miracle wrought by the or 

| | 0 
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of Mos without a Million ef Witneſſes. 
All Egypt ſaw.and felt thoſe: performed 
there; as did all the Congregation f 
Jex Ak thoſe in the Wildegneſe. If the 
People had not ſeen them, Moss could 
never have related them to that very 
People, as things which they had ſeen; 
and if the People aſſomhled had ſaen 
them, they could not afterwards deny 
them. He daily reminds them gf thaſe 
Miracles; appeals to them as Facts, which 
they had ſeen and could: not deny, and 
brance. As ſuch they are beagtiſully 
deſcribed by the ſacred Wiiters; and have 
Another Proof of the Divine Otigi- 
nal of the Writings of Moszs is the Ac- 
compliſhment of the Prophecies con- 
tained: in them. By that we are to judge 
if the Lonp hath ſpoken it; for he de- 
clareth by Mosss, that if a Prophet ſpeak 
va is. e 
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in his Natne, and the thing come not 
0 paſs, the 1 Hall” at ere 
I have. before taken notice, . the 
Prophecies of Moses relating to the 
Settlement of the Children of IsxAEI. 
in Canaan; and to their - Happineſs" or 
Miſery as they were obedient or diſobe- 
dient to the 3 have? been accom- 
pliſhed. reh mmi: wig 5 1 h 
There remains bebind the great and 
important Prophecy concerned the Mxs- 
SIAH; of the Seed of the Woman, whb 
is to bruiſe” the Serpent's Head; of the 
Seed of ABRAHAM, in whom all Na- 
tions are to be bleſſed; ; like unto Mos xs, | 
whom they are to hear; who is to ſpeak 
to them all that Gop commands; and 
to whoſe Words if they do not hearken 
Gop will require it of them. Let us 
then conſider, if ſuch a Prophet has yet 
* and if he has, how far the 
4 . BY Ends 
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Ends of his Miſſion have been LY 


pliſhed. 
The — ha added the laſt Chap: 


Fu of Deuteronomy to the Writings of 
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Moszs, which gives an account of his 


Death and Character, ſays, ** that there 
<« aroſe not a Prophet fince i in IsRAE1 
« like unto. him, whom the Lozp knew 
Face to Face; in all the Miracles and 
Wonders which he ſent, him to do in 
« the Land of Egypt; and in all, that 


« « mighty Hand, and. all that great Fear, I 


* which he wrought in the ſight gf all 
„ ISRAEL.” This is ſuppoſed to be added 

by EzRA after the Return from the 
Captivity. Before the time of Ezka, 
SAMUEL, DAvrp, ELIJA, EL1SHA, and 
almoſt all the Prophets whoſe, Writings 
are contained in the Bible, had appeared. 
Conſequently none of them could be 
the Mess1an : and far, from claiming 
the Character, thoſe ſacred Writers, as 


well as Moss, foretell his Coming. From 
the 
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ne time of Mat Acht after the Captivts 
2 there appeared no Prophet till Jon 
the Baptiſt; who expreſly declares he 
was not that Prophet, and not worthy 
to unlooſe the Latchet of his Shoe; but 
that he was near at hand; meaning IE. 
sus of Nazareth, the only Perſon, who 
ever till that time claimed the Title. 
Let us firſt examine what external Cir- 
cumſtances there are to ſupport this 
Claim: and then whether it is ſupported 
by his Life and Doctrine | 
But before 1 enter on this i Subject; let 
me premiſe once for all, that I under- 
| ſtand*every thing ſaid in Scripture con- 
cerning Jesvs Camsr to relate to this 
Globe only. That Gop has ordained 
him the Guide, the Prophet, the judge, 
the Prince, the Saviour; and the Re- 
deemer of the Race of Abau only: 


chat as Man he fuffered only for Men, 


and on Earth for Sins only committed on 


Earth : that Goo bath united him to 
himſelf 


himſelf in a peculiar maier for thoſe 
purpoſes; as he may have done other 
intelligent Beings -in other Planets for 
fimilar Ends. That the fon of Davry 
thority there; than they have or can 
have here. And we may as well ex 
pect a mn 
or Jupiter, as they one from hence. 
This is, and ought always to be 
thought the genuine Interpretation of 
Scripture : and we ſhould not draw any 
other Concluſions from any general Ex- 
preſſions found there: for to make it 
contradict Nature is to deſtroy its Au- 
thority ; and to cauſe that which rightly 
underſtood is moſt rational, to be _—_ 
abſurd and incredible. n 

That there was ſuch a Perſon as Jzzvs 
of Nazareth can no more be doubted, 
than that there was ſuch a Prince as 
Avcusrvus Cxsar, in whoſe Reign he 


was — His Life is proved, by the 
yy Writings 
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Writings of hie on Diſciples, who were 
Eye witneſſes to the Particulars | of it 
which they have related: by the concur- 
rent Teſtimony of other Authors both 
Jewiſh and Pagan: by the Admiſſion and 
Confeſſion of even the moſt inveterate 
Enemies to Chriſtianity: and by the num 
ber of Chriſtians, who have ever fince 
profeſſed this Religion, which could nat 
have been at firſt tauglit and eſtabliſhed 
without ſome real Author of it. 7 
The Life of Jesus -was not (like that 
of Mos) writ by himſelf, but by others. 
The Four Evangeliſts are his Biographers; 
and there are the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to 
convince us of the Truth of their Re- 
lation; and that it is come down to us 
without any material Alterations. 
1. Two of the Evangeliſts were his 
Diſciples and Apoſtles, and Eye-witneſ- 
ſes of the Facts they relate, A Third 
was a Companion of St. PETER, who 
1 ſo: and che Fourth of St. Papi, 
who 
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inſtructed; Their Accounts, tho pub» 
liſhed: in diſtant Places and different Pe- 
tiods of Time, all agree in the principal 
Facts: and yet evidently appear not to. 
be copied fiom each other, becauſe each 
in ſome Inſtances ſupply Circumſtances 
omitted by the reſt. The Writings 'of © 
the other Apoſtles in the New Teſta- 
ment bear witneſs of their Truth: as 
cotemporary Jewiſh and Pagan Authors 
do to the Truth of thoſe Facts, which 
in their Nature are of public Notoriety, 
and which could not eſcape their Notice, 
if true, The Apoſtles, while on Earth, 
ſpent their whole Lives in convineing the 
reſt of Mankind of the Truth of it. 
They diſperſed themſelves over great part 
of the Globe to propagate the Story; in 
which, how diſtantly ſoever - diſperſed, 
they all continned to agree. They told 
it in Languages they had never learned; 
they confirmed it by Miracles, which 
e none 

3 , 
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none elfe could perform ; and tho! maſt 
of them Men of mean Fortune and Efdu- 
cation, cuurageouſly aſſerted the Truth of 
it before the Rulers of the Earth; and 


. voluntarily expoſed themſelves to Perſe- 
cution and to Death to ſupport the Cre- 


dit of at. Is it poſſible to-conceive, that 

Men generally ſo. illiterate and low ſhould 
invent ſuch a Story, and be at ſuch La- 
bour and Pains, and perſiſt ſo obſtinately 
to impoſe it on Mankind, without any 
View of worldly Advantage to themſelves, 
but even to their own Deſtruction ? or 
that whole Armies of Martyrs.in or near 


their Times, who had recent Evidence 


of what had paſſed, ſhould feal it with 
their Blood? | 

2. As the Evangeliſts and 4 e 
were careful to preſerve the Memory of 
the Life and Actions of their Loxp and 
Masrx in their Writings; their Follow- 
ers were no leſs careful to preſerve thoſe 
. As ſoon as the Odſpels were 

| publiſhed, 
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publiſhed, they carried Copies of them to 
the Churches then eſtabliſhed; where 
the Perſans converted by the Apoſtles 
_ them to. agree with the Traditions 
before delivered to them. Such Copies 
2 kept with great Care: and in what 


have been fince found, they have been 

found to agree with each other, and with 
the Quotations made from them by the 
Fathers and other ancient Writers of the 
Church. And whatever little Variations 
may have crept in by the Error of Tran- 
ſeribers or Tranſlatars, or have been at- 


tempted by the hlind Zeal of late Ages, 


no Writing of Antiquity is come down 


purer to us than the Goſpel, nor has any 


o many Proofs of being Genuine and 
Authentick. _, 
This being premiſed 3 let us cxamine 
whather the Character of Jesvs, as ſet 
forth in the Goſpel, anſwers to that of the 


Promiſed Mgs61An. _ 
; H 2 


diſtant and different Parts foeves they 


un. 


- 
——  _ — —— 1 


- —— — 
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The Mzs1AH was to be of the Houle 
of Davin: Jxsus in the Pedigrees ſet 
forth by St. MaTTaHEw and St. Luxt is 
derived from that Prince and his Houſe. 
The Mxss1An was to be born of 4 Vir- 
gin: Jxsus is related to have been ſo. 
This is a Miracle; that is, an Event out 
of the common Courſe of Nature. Nor 
are Miracles to be wondered at on fo 
important and ſolemn an Occaſion: and 
that it pleaſed God to point out to Man- 
kind their Head and their Guide by pe- 
culiar Marks of Diſtinction 2 His 
Arrival amongſt them. 
Many other Prophecies there are = 
cerning the Mess:14an, which the Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles (who were beſt ac- 
quainted with them) ſay were fulfilled in 
Jzsus. Such was his very Name: the 
Place of his Birth: the Maſſacre of the 
Children in Bethlehem: his Return out 
of Egypt: his Reſidence at Nazareth: 
the Preaching of rf in the Wilder- 
. £1 neſs ; 
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neſs: his leaving Nazareth to dwell at 
Capernaum: his riding into Jeruſalem on 
an Aſs with her Fole: the caſting out 
thoſe who bought and ſold in the Tem- 
ple: his being fold. for thirty Pieces of 
Silver, which bought the Potters Field: 
the parting of his Garment, and caſting 
lots on his Veſture: his being crucified 
between Thieves, and numbered with 
Tranſgreſſors: the giving him Gall to 
eat and Vinegar to drink: the not break - 
ing his Bones: the piercing his Side: and 
his not ſeeing Corruption in the Grave. 
And Gop was pleaſed ſtill more ma- 
nifeſtly to declare his Appearance on 
Earth by Miracles. An Angel foretold 
it to the Virgin. Angels notified it to the 
Shepherds. A Star (i, e, Meteor) con- 
ducted the Wiſe Men to the Place of it. 
Voices from Heaven proclaimed him the 
Son of Gop and a Prophet, at his Baptiſm, 
at his Transfiguration, and at his Appear- 
ance to St. aur. Unnatural Darkneſs 
| H 3 covered 
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covered the Earth at his Death. And 4 
t Earthquake rent the Vell of the 
5 N He faſted forty Days. He 
walked on the Sea. Was transfigured 
before ſome of his Diſciples. Was ſcen 
by them and five hundred others at once 
after his Death. Viſibly aſcended from 
Earth, and diſappeared from amongſt 
Men. And afterwards appeared in a 
Viſion to St. Pays, going to Damaſcus : 
and laſt of all to St. Joux i in the Ile of 
Patmos. 

1. any further Prove is is bel that 
Jes0s 1 was the Mrssr au, we may appeal 
to his Character, his Life, his "Miracles, 
his Prophecies, and his Doctrine ie 
1. He was himfelf a wing of thoſe 
Virtues, which he recommends to his 
Followers : and the only Perſon of the 
Race of Apam free from Sin. His ſu- 
perior Worth drew on him Hatred, Ma- 
lice, and Perfecution ; to which he 1. 


no other return than Patience and For- 
givenels. 
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giveneſs. And when he could have called 
ſor Legions of Angels to his Aid, he 
yielded himſelf up to the moſt cruel In- 
dignities and Terments, and prayed. ſor 
his Enemies at his Death. He was, as 
the Prophet deſcribes. him, a Man of 
Sarrows, and acquainted with Grief. He 
was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed him not. 

He was oppreſſed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his Mouth. He was 


re as a Lamb to the Slaughter; | 


and as a Sheep before her Sbeaters was 
dumb. He did no Violence, neither was 
any Deceit in his Mauth. Yet it pleaſed 
the Lord to bruiſe him, and to put him 
to Grief, when he made his Soul an Of- 
fering for Sin: he wWas wounded! for ur 
Iniquities; the Chaſtiſement of our Peace 
Was upon him, and by his Stripes we are 
healed.—Thus it pleaſed Gop, in the 
wonderful Diſpenſations of his Providence, 


(having before prepared Men by a very 
1 general 
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general Notion of Expiation of Sins by 
Sacrifice) in this Inſtance to make the 
only Man that ever was without Sin to 
attone for the Sins of Mankind. | 
2. His Life was one ee Nene 
of laudable and benevolent Actions. He 
went about doing good; and inſtructing 
Men how to behave in this Life ſo as 
to be happy in the next, that Life of 
Immortality, which BY gs hos light 
thro' his Goſpel. 8. e 28010 
3. Many were hd - Miracles: he per- 
formed to prove the Truth of his Miſſion 
and Doctrine, and which proved him to 
be more than Man, with Powers exceed- 
ing human. He ſhewed a Power of Cre- 
ation, by multiplying” the Loaves and 
Fiſhes: of altering the Qualities of Bo- 
dies, by changing the Water into Wine: 
of changing their” ſpecific Gravity, by 
walking on the. Sea: over the vegetable 
Part of the Globe, by blaſting the Fig- 
Wege. over the 2 Tribe, by the 
ä = | wonderful 
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wonderful | Draught” of Fiſhes, and by 
taking of the Fiſh. with the | Tyibutes 
money; over - terreſtrial Animals, by the 
over his own Mind, by reſiſting all Occa- 
ſion and Temptation of Sin: over his own 
Body, by faſting forty. Days; by his 
Transfiguration; by his Reſurrection; 
and by his Aſcenſion: over the Minds of 
caſting out Devils, or (as I imagine) cu - 
ring of thoſe who were furiouſly mad: 
over their Bodies, by curing all manner of 
Diſeaſes ; the Leper, the Woman with 
the bloody Iſſue; the Deaf, the Dumb, 
LazAnbs and others from the Dead, 
And how were theſe Miracles performed? 

by no other Means than bis Will or his 
Word: oſten in the Abſence of the Par- 
ties, an Evidence that his Power was not 
confined to Things near at hand; as his 
Prophecies are, that he knew future as well 
as 


as preſent Things. They were not por- 
formed in a Corner, but before thouſands : 
the Fame of them went through Paleſtine 
and Syria: Multitudes reforted to Javs, 
and brought Perſons to be cured of al 
tanner of Diſeaſes: the Perſons cured 
publiſhed the Facts, of which ſeveral of 
them remained living Witneſſes many 
Years after Cuntst's Death and Reſur- 
iection. The Facts were fo ſtrongly at- 
teſted, that the moſt inveterate Enemies 
of Chriſtianity could not deny them; and 
found no better Subterfuge, than to ucribe 
them to Magic; or as the Jews exprofied 
it, chat he caſt out Devils by Belaebub: 
a” Suppoition equally weak and wicked, 
and Which is de- exe and 1 * 
Enter Mf 
4. The Priptiecies of VIE n 
eter himſelf; to his Diſciples ; to the 
"Jews; io the Chriſtians or to Mankind 


Hi gener.” Nie 1 3 43 - 
een ane: 8 
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1. As to himſelf: he fretoltd, chat he 
ould be betrayed to the Chief Priefts, 
and unto the Scribes, and that they ſhould 
condemn Rim to Heath, and ſhould delj- 
ver him to the Gentiles to mock, to ſcourge 
and to crucify him ; and that the third 
Day he ſhould riſe again. And that all 
the Tribes of the Kath ſhouted lee him 
come again! in the Clouds wich Power and 
great Glory ry. The firſt Part of theſe Pro- 
Eien have been fulfilfed : W is an 
Earneſt that the laft will be fo. 
2. As to hjs Diſciples: he Weed yo 
Things relating to ſome of them in parti- 

cular: as that one that fate with him at 
Meat ſhould betray him : and that PETER 
mould deny him thrice before the Cock 
crew. Others he foretold of them in ge- 
neral : as that they ſhould be hated and 
perſecuted ; delivered | up to the Council, 
and ſcourged. in the Synagogues ; that 


they ſhould be brought before Kings and 


Governours for his Sake; and that it 
ſhould 
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ſhould be given in the ſelf ſame Hour 
"hot they. ſhould, ſpeak. Theſe Predice 


convinced of the | Adis of his Mit- 
fion, and of the Truth of his Doctrine, 
were not diſcouraged by. any Dan ger from 
purſuing his Orders. As he told them it 
was enough for the Diſciple to be as his 
Maſter, they.t took up his,Croſs, and fol- 
lowed him, They. boldly entered on their 
Office: what be told them in Darkneſs 
they ſpoke in the Light; and what they 
heard in the Ear they. preached on the 
Houſe-tops. . "They aſſerted. his Doctrine 
befote the Rulers of the Earth; and, il- 
Tierate as they were, they wanted neither 


Ar ument or nguage t to defend i it; for 


1 - = 


it : bappened as e had foretold, that i it was 

not they that ſhould ſpeak, but the Spirit 
oft the F ather.. They relied on Providence 
| "for their Guard, having learged from him, 
that the Hairs of their Head wee all num- 
ered, and that t not a a Sparrow fell to the 
n | "Ground 


[ 4 =" " 
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' Ground without the Father, and that they 


were of more Value than many Sparrows. 


They feared not thoſe who could kill the 


Body only, being perſuaded, that he who- 


loſeth his Life for Car1sT's Sake ſhould 
find it. And they confirmed their Do- 
trine by the Miracles which, he had aſſur- 
<d them, reid wanted not Faith, OW 

3. As to e he foretold, er 
the Temple of Jeruſalem there ſhould not 
be left one Stone upon another, which 
ſhould not be thrown down. That the 
Enemies ſhould caſt a Trench abeut Je- 
ruſalem, and compaſs her round, and keep 
her in on every Side, and lay her even 
with the Ground, and that they ſhould 
not leave in her one Stone upon another. 
All which was fulfilled when it was de- 
ſtroyed by Trrus. ö 

4. As to the Chriſtians: he foretold, 


that in the Courſe of his Goſpel - falſe 


Chriſts and falſe Prophets ſhould -ariſe, 
| who 
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who ſhould ſhew Sigus and Wonders, to 
un Magus, and many ſince have veri- 
the figſt Part of this Prophecy, and 
Manon the laſt. Helikewiſc foretold, 
that Men ſhould ſay, See here, or fee 
these! lo here is CupasT, or there ! but 
he commands them not to believe it; for 
the Kingdom of Gop cometh. nat with 
Obſervation (or outward Shew) but is 
within you. How negeſſary was this 
Caution ! when we reflect how this Pro- 
phecy has been verified by the Pretenſions 
of all the different befts of Chriſtians; 
particularly of the Pope, who calls bim- 
ſelf the Vicar Mun, and is called by 
Saviour has declared, that © Docuine 
of his Goſpel was Love and Peace, yet he 
foretold it would not entirely have that 
Effect: and that be was came, nat to give 
Peace, but Diviſion and a Sword: that 


Men ſhould hate and betray one another: 
60 that 
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that Brother ſhould betray Brother to 
Death ; the Father the Son; and Chil- 
dren riſe up agaiaſt their Parents, and 
cauſe.thera to be put to death; and that 
Jaiquity ſhould abound. This Prophecy 
has been very ſufficiently: verified ; and 
Perſecution for Religion (which was little 
known before the Gaſpel) has been car- 
ried to the greateſt Exceſs of Cruelty, at 
firſt by the heathen Emperors againſt the 
-Chaiſtians, and ſince by the different 


Sets of (Chriſtians againſt each other. 
Laſtly, he foretold, that the Goſpel ſhould 


be preached in all the World, for a Wit- 
neſs to all Nations, and then ſhall the End 
come. Though the Goſpel has been al- 
ready preached. in many different Parts of 
- this Globe, yet the Prophecy is far from 
being at this Time compleated; and there- 
of the World (that is, of Mankind) yet: 
for this Generation (that is, the Race of 
1 pals away, ill al theſe 


Thy 
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Things (of which the general predching | 


| of the Goſpel is one) be/fulfilled.. ''Heas 


ven and Earth fhall paſs away, (that je, 
this Generation ſhall be taken from the 
Earth) but my Words ſhall not paſs away; 
that is, the Goſpel ſhall afterwards re- 
main, as the Record of the Trial and 
Sentence of the preſent Race of Men: 
and the Moral Precepts of it are eternal. 
F. As to Mankind in general: he fore- 
told his coming again in Glory to judge 


the whole Race of Mankind: the End of 


them here: the Separation of the Righ- 
teous from the Wicked: a future State of 
Happineſs for the firſt, and of Miſery for 
the laſt. Theſe Prophecies remain to be 
fulfilled; and 1 ſhall . upon on. 
in another Place. | | 
5. I come now to ſpeak of the Doctrine 
of Cnnisr: what he commands to be 
done, and what to be believed. 
He informs the World, that he is not 


come to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfill it: 
intimating 
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intimating that he is the great Prophet : 


foretold by Moszs, who was to teach 
Men the perfect Will of Gop, both with 
regard to Gop. and- Man. 19 
1. With regard to Gop. He eſtabliſhes 
that firſt and great Commandment of the 
Law, as neceſſary to eternal Life, to love 
Gop with: all the Heart, Soul, Strength 
and Mind. He tells us, to fear him who 
is not only able to deſtroy the Body, but 
to caſt the Soul into Hell. He directs us 
to pray, but not be ſeen of Men; to pray 
in the Cloſet and in ſecret, becauſe Gop 
ſeeth in ſecret: not to uſe vain Repeti- 
tions, becauſe he knoweth what we have 
need of before we aſk: and that we may 
not addreſs the Supreme Being improper» 
ly; he hath furniſhed us with a moſt ſhort, - 
excellent, and comprehenſive Form. He 
hath, preſcribed no particular Form of 
pablick Worſhip; but hath left it to the 
Choice of every particular Perſon in pri- 


vate, and of every Country in publick. He 
| I neither 
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neither confined himſelf or others to par- 
ticular Times or Places of Worſhip.” He 
teſted not on the Sabbath from doing 
Good. He taught not only in the Syna- 
gogue and Temple, but on the Mountain, 
on the Sea, and in the Wilderneſs. Gop 
dwells not in Temples made with Hands, 
but in the Heart; therefore his Worſhip 
is not local; but, like that of Cin ier, 
may be exerciſed alike in every Part of this 
Globe. To ſerve Gop, no Man need go 
to a Temple at Jeruſalem, a Moſque at 
Mecca, or St. PeTzR's at Rome: Gop 
hath erected his Temple in the Heart of 
Man, and conſequently can in no Part of 
the World be deſtitute of Places of Wor- 
ſhip where there are Men. 2 L08.207 
2. With regard to other Men. He 
teaches univerſal Benevolence. To look 
on all Mankind, of what Nation or Se& 
ſoever, as our Neighbouts; and like the 
good Samaritan, to aſſiſt them. To love 
wa as ourſelves. To do to them, as we 
a would 


would they ſhould do unto us. Not to 
judge others, leſt we be judged; Not 
to ſee their Faults, and be blind to bur 
own. Not to be angry with our Brother 
without a Cauſe ; but to love even our 
Enemies. Not to curſe our Brother, or 


call him Fool; but to bleſs thoſe who 


curſe us. Not to retaliate Injuries,” or 
reſiſt Evil, but to him that ſmiteth us 
on the tight Cheek, to turn the other 
alſo. To do Good to them that hate 
us. To pray for them that deſpitefully 
uſe us, and perſecute us. To forgive an 
offending Brother not ſeven times only, 


but ſeventy times ſeyen; the Condition 


on which Gon will forgive us. To live 
thus peaceably with others; and to be 
Peace-makers amongſt others, with the 
Promiſe of a Hleſſing, if we are ſo. This 
is our Duty to others, as private Men. 
As Members of the State, we are to give 


unto C the Things that are CAR; 
n rh = 2 | Tributs 
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Tribute to whom Tribute is due Oy | 
nour to whom Honour. | 
3. With regard to a Man's elk. He 
teaches us to be poor in Spirit; meek, 
merciful, poor in Heart, hungring and 
thirſting after Righteouſneſs, and exceed- 
ing glad when reviled and perſecuted for 
it's ſake, Maſters of our carnal Affections, 
ſo as not to look on a Woman to luſt after 
her. We are to let our Light ſhine before 
Men, that they may ſee our good Works; 
but not to be oſtentatious of them. When 
we do Alms, we are not to let the Left- 
hand know what the Right-hand dotb. 
When we pray, us hot to be in the Corners 
of the Street, but in the Cloſet. When 
we faſt, tis not to be with a ſad, but a 
chearful Countenance. We are not to 
be like the Scribes and Phariſees, who do 
all their Works to be ſeen of Men; make 
broad their Philacteries; enlarge the Bor- 
* of their Garments ; love the upper- 
/ moſt 
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moſt Rooms at Feaſts; and chief Seats 
in the Synagogues; and Greetings in the 
Market; and to be called of Men, Rabbi, 
Rabbi. We cannot ſerve Gop and Mam- 
mon; therefore are not to lay up Trea- 
ſures on Earth, but in Heaven. Should 
not be ſollicitous for Food or Raiment; 
but firſt ſeek the Kingdom of Gop and 
his Righteouſneſs, and rely on his Pro- 
vidence for them. We are to love neither 
Father, Mother, Son, or Daughter, more 
than CuR IST; but are to take up his Croſs 
and follow him, (i. e. ſuffer like him for 
Righteouſneſs Sake) for he that findeth 
his Life (i. e. ſaves it in this World by 
denying him) ſhall loſe it (i. e. in a future 
State) but he that loſeth his Life (i. e. is 
a Martyr) for his Sake, ſhall find it (i. e. 
be eternally happy.) 

This is the moſt perfect Syſtem of 
| Morality that ever was propoſed to Man. 

Worthy of the great Prophet foretold 
by Moss, who was to teach them all they 
13 were 


* 
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were to do, and whom they were to hear, 
A Religion, not like the Jewiſh, requiring 
many vain Ceremonies, and external Per- 
formances z but only a right Nifpoſition of 
the Mind, and a reaſonable Employment 
of it's Faculties. It injoins but two Cere- 
monies, in their own Nature indifferent, 
as Seals or Marks on it's Profeſſors, to 
_ teſtify to the World their Faith and the 
'Author of it : neither of them burden- 
ſome; but both eaſy to be performed in 
any Part of the World. The one is to 
be baptized in the Name of the FarnRR, 
Son, and Hol GrosT : the other ſome- 
times to eat Bread, and drink the Cup, in 
Remembrance of CaRIsT, and his Suffer- 
ings for Mankind. 
| Theſe Things the Chriſtian Religion 
requires to be done. What does it re- 
quire Men to believe ?—One Gop: that 
 Gop diſtinguiſhed into Faruk, Son, 
and Hory GnosrT : that Sow taking or 
uniting to himſelf on of the Houſe of 
| | Davip 
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David to be the eternal Prince of Man- 
kind: that Ixsvs, heretofore inſtructing 
and dying for Man, now in a State of 
Glory interceding for him with Gov, 
hereafter to come again to be his Judge, 
and to take with him all fe Righteous 
of the Race of Aba into Manſions of 
everlaſting Bliſs. _ 
This is the general Subſtance of the 
Chriſtian Faith contained in Scripture, 


The Articles of it lie diſperſed there: 
but have been collected, methodized, and 


preſented in one ſummary View in ſeve- 
ral Creeds which have been formed for 
the Uſe. and Eaſe of the Generality of 
Mankind, who are not able to make ſuch 
Abſtracts for themſelves. Creeds are hu- 
man . Compoſitions ; and therefore of no 


Authority. They are no further to be 


attended to than they are warranted by 
Scripture, which is the ſole Rule of 
Faith. They may be propoſed, but can- 


not be impoſed. Every one, who is able, 
| I 4 ſhould 
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ſhould compare them with the Goſpel, 
to ſee if they be agreeable to it. Of this 
a Man muſt judge for himſelf. He can 
have no other Opinion than his own: 
others cannot think for him, nor he for 
them. If he differs in Opinion from an- 
other concerning any Mode or Circume- 
ſtance of any abſtruſe and myſterious Ar- 
ticle of the Chriſtian Faith, he does no 
more- than different Popes, Synods, and 
Councils have done before on the ſame 
Points, He only exerciſes that Liberty 
which Crr1sT allows. He allows Men 
to conjecture, but not to decide ſuch. 
Points which he was not pleaſed fully to 
reveal. Thoſe Glimmerings of Light 
which he hath afforded us concerning 
them, are Intimations that what we can- 
not plainly diſcern here, will be diſcloſed 
to us hereafter, Let a Man think as he 
pleaſes about the Myſteries of Chriſtiani- 
ty, if he conforms but his Actions to the 
TO Precepts of it: the firſt he can 
hurt 
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hurt neither himſelf nor others; by the 
laſt he will moſt certainly benefit both. 
In delivering his Opinions on theſe My- 
ſteries, let him be charitable, allowing to 
others the ſame Liberty of Sentiment 
which he aſſumes to himſelf: let him be 
humble, not peremptorily deciding be- 
yond what the Scripture hath decided: 
but let him be confident of one Thing, 
that, though it may contain many Things 
above his Comprehenſion, it can contain 
nothing repugnant to Reaſon. 
The Tenets which principally diſtin- 
guiſh the Chriſtian Religion from all 
others, and of which Men could have no 
Conception or Idea by the Light of Na- 
ture, relate, 1. To the Deity: 2. To 
the Union of Cukisr to the Deity: 3. 
To a Reſurrection and * pre- 
ceding a future State. 

As to the firſt. God, whoſe Nature is 
incomprehenſible, hath been pleaſed to 
reveal to us, that there are three Perſons 
| n 
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in the Godhead : not three diſtinct Qua- 
lities or Attributes only, but three diſtinct 
intelligent Agents; for diſtinct Actions 
and Offices are aſcribed to them, which 
could not be to Qualities or Attributes, 
but muſt be to Perſons or intelligent A- 
gents. Theſe three Perſons are of the 
ſame Eſſence, and have the ſame Attri- 
butes ; but are diſtinct in Intelligence and 
in Operation : always willing the ſame ; 


and always acting in Harmony. They 


are often expreſsly mentioned together in 
Scripture : the whole Tenor of the Scrip- 
ture implies, that they are diſtin : and 
the Scripture would be unintelligible, if 
they arc not conceived to be ſo : and that 
all Nations ſhould conceive them to be ſo 
was the Intention of CHRIST, when he 
ordered them to be baptized in the Name 
of the FATHER, Sox, and HoLy GrosT. 
The FaTrp is ſelf- exiſtent, and ſu- 
preme, the Author of all Beings, and the 
Fountain 
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Fountain of all Power, and in the moſt 

exalted Senſe Gd. 
The Sox is derived (or begotten) _ 
tho FATHER alone; and receiving his Be- 
ing from him, conſequently is not origi- 
nally Gon, but Gon of Gop. Having 
been with the Fa ruRER from the Begin- 
ning, that is, before all other Beings or 
Worlds, and before even all Computation 
of Time. In which Senſe only he is eter- 
; nal; not in the moſt abſolute Senſe, as 
the Epithet is aſcribed to the FaTaeR; 
for tho' he is before all Worlds, he muſt 
be after the Faruk, becauſe he derives 
his Exiſtence from him. He is begotten, 
not made; that is, he is of the ſame Eſ- 
ſence with the FaTazR, from whom he 
derives his Exiſtence: and the Expreſ- 
ſion (begotten) is uſed to convey that Idea 
to us: for in our Conception, every 
Thing that is begotten, is of the ſame 
Nature with that which begot it; but 
pathing that is made, is of the ſame Na- 
| ture 
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ture with that which made it. The Ex- 
preſſion (begotten) is not uſed to convey 
any Idea of this Divine Generation : that 
is known to Gop alone. Man is ignorant 
of the Manner of his own Generation, or 
of that of any Animal or Vegetable : and 
it would be the moſt blaſphemous Pre- 
ſumption in fo inconſiderable a Creature 
of the Univerſe to attempt to explain that 
of the Sox of Gop. Tho' the Sox is of 
the ſame Subſtance or Eſſence, yet he is 
ſubordinate to the FATHER, who is great- 
er. This is expreſsly ſaid in Scripture ; 
and is implied through the whole Tenor 
of it. Therefore when the Athanaſian 
Creed ſays, he is equal to the Fa TRRER as 
touching his Godhead, it muſt be under- 
ſtood only, that he is equally of the ſame 
Divine Nature, not equal in Authority: 
for he in every Thing does the Will of 
the FarnrR. Not my Will, ſays he, 
but thine be done. 

1 The 
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The third Perſon who has exiſted from 
the Beginning (or before all Worlds) 
with the other two, is the Holy Grosr, 
The Eternal, the Holy Spirit, who ſpoke 
by the Prophets and Apoſtles; by whom 
Ixsus was conceived; the CoMFORTER 
ſent by the FaTuEx and the Sox ; to mo- 
ralize and ſanctify the World. Who will 
continue with Mankind (that i is, aſſiſt) 
to conduct them into the Way of Truth, 
until they ſhall be removed from this 
Globe. 

As the two laſt Perſons 1 their Ex- 
iſtence and Authority from the FATHER, 
they are ſubordinate to bim, who is the 
only ſupreme Go, whogoverns all Things 
by their Miniſtration, and by and through 
them is worſhipped and glorified ; for as 
CaR1sT himſelf hath ſaid, and directed 
us to ſay, His is the Kingdom, the Power, 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. But 
tho' the other Perſons are ſubordinate to 
the Farnxk, yet we conceive them to be 

of 
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of the ſame Nature and Perfections: in 
which Senſe, and in which alone, ws 
three Perſons can be ſaid or underſtood to 
be co- equal. 8 

For in other reſpects, as the Son M- 
{elf hath declared, the Fa TnER is greater 
than he. The FaTnex is God of himſelf, 
the other Perſons Gop of Gop. The Fa- 
THER ſelf-exiſtent, the others deriving 
their Exiſtence from him. Some Things 
none knoweth fave the Farnrx only, 
others he hatl. revealed to the Sow alone. 
The Faruk doth whatſoever he plea- 
ſeth, the Sox only what he ſeeth the Fa- 
THER do: the Sow and Horx SPIRIT in 
all Things performing his Will. The 
Son is ſent (or commiſſioned) by the Fa- 
THER ; the Hory GnosT (or Comror- 
ER) by the Fa TuxR and the Sox: and 
he that ſends is greater than him that is 
fent. That Expreſſion therefore in the 
Athanafian Creed, that none of the Per- 


ſons is before or after other, none greater 
| or 
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or leſs than the other, but their Glory 
equal, is ſcatce reconcileable to Scripture ; 
or to reconcile it, muſt be 8 — 
_ great Limitations. | 

This Idea which we receive Ba Segp⸗ 
ture, of three Divine Perſons ſubſiſting to- 
gether from Eternity in the Godhead; is 
more chearful than that of a Deity exiſt» 
ing from Eternity, without any Commu» 
nication of his Ideas Were the Creation 
of the Univerſe. | in 
It gives us alſo a Se Gsies Mön 

of the Theocracy, or Gop's Government 

of the Univerſe: when we confider 'the 
other two Perſons performing the high 
Beheſts of the FA TRR, and by his Order 
eo- operating with him in the Creation, 
Preſervation, and Sanctification, not only 
esel be egen men 
Part of Nature. 


But there will always remain two oft 
Difficulties'in the Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty. 1. How it is conſiſtent with the Uni- 
Aa. R | ty 
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ty of the Godhead. ' 2. How it is con- 


ſiſtent with the G of the Son and 


Hor v Gnos r. N 
To reconcile it to the Unity, we areto 
believe, 1. That notwithſtanding there 


are three diſtinct Perſons or intelligent 


Agents in the Godhead, which we are 


not to confound, yet, as is ſaid in the 
Athanaſian Creed, we are not to divide 


the Subſtance, which ſtill remains but 
one: for the Divine Eſſence, being ſpiri- 
tual, cannot be divided; and being infi- 
nite, cannot be multiplied. The Sox is 
faid to be in the Boſom of the FATHER 
that is, wherever the FaTHtR is, there 
is the Son, and there too is the HoLy 
GnosT. This is very difficult for us to 
conceive, -who ' borrow. our Ideas from 
viſible Objects here below: and no Pa- 
rallel can be made from created Things. 


All created Beings occupy particular Parts 


of Space, and ate each ſeparated in Place 
_ the other: the Godhead goes 
| through 
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through all Space, and conſequently each 
Perſon in it muſt be ever and throughout 
united. We cannot conceive three Men 
in this manner t6'bs one, or to be in 616 
Place at the ſate time. We cannot con 
ceive one Man to have three Sotils; three 
Underſtandings, of three Wills: or three 
Men to have one Soul, one Undetſtand- 
ing, or one Will. We cannot coliedive 
three Men, or even one Man; always ts 
have the fame Thoughts and Inclinati- 


ons; or three Men to kriow the Thoughts 
ard Ihe lHnations of euch other! But Gov's 


Nature is not he Mary's Nature; his 
Thoughts like Man's Thoughts; his 
Ways like Man's Ways: his Ways are 
onſearchable ; his Counfels impenetable; 
and his Nature incorhfrchenfible, I is 
not for Mar! to explaitt this Myſtery + or 
tor fay, it is; or it is not this.” As it was 
at firſt diſcovered: to Hit id Seriptuſe; all 
that he can know of it he ftraſt leurm from 
thenee, and muſt dot be wiſe beyond 
f M6 * | what 
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what is there written. 2. As the three 
Perſons are but one in Eſſence; ſo are 
they but one in Will and in Harmony of 
Action; the Sox and Hor Gnosr always 
either co-operating with the F arm 
performing his Will. 
The other Difficulty nh to the 
Trinity, is the Eternity of the Son and 
Holy GuosT. For we are at a loſs to 
conceive how Perſons, who derive their 
Exiſtence from another, ſhould always 
have been; or not aſcribe a Priority to 
him, from whom they, derive their Exi- 
| ence. We can conceive them to have 
been, as St. Jonn fays, in the Beginning, 
before any thing was made: or, as the 
Nicene Creed expreſſes it, before all 
Worlds: we may impute to them a Du- 
ration beyond what either the Force of 
Imagination or Numbers can reach: but 
when we have done all, we can ſcarce 
fay, 25, the Athanafian Creed does, that 
none of the Perſons are before or after 

d v. 1 other: 
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other t or When it ſays they are co- eter- 
nal, aſcribe the ſame Sort of Eternity to 
the two laſt as to the Ea THER: - When» 
ever we contemplate this-Point, we muſt 
be ſenſible, that we cannot comprehend: it 
in this Life; and that the Line of our 
Underſtanding is much too ſhallow to fſa- 
thom the Depths of Eternity. It is ſuf- 
ficient for Chriſtians to believe, that there 
are three Perſons in one Godhead. Tha 
Nature of the Deity is above Man's Com- 
prehenſion, as well as the Manner of the 
Corexiſtence of the three Perſons in it. 
When Men therefore attempt to explain 
any. Part of this Myſtery, it is only pro- 
poſing. an Opinion, which the reſt of 
Mankind are at Liberty to receive ot re- 
ject. The Sgripture is the Standard, by 
with ſuch. Explipations are ta be tried. 
And whether they are agreeable to Serip- 
ture every one muſſ judge for himſelf. It 
is arrogant in, any to inſiſt on their own - 


en as a, neceſſaty Rule of Faith and 
| K . impious 
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impious and unchriſtian to curſe others, 
if they do not believe it. Theſe Things 
were revealed to make Men ee 
proud and contentious. 
Phe nent Tenet, — 
the Chriſtia Religion, is the Union of 
Irtus to the ſecond Perſon. of the Deity, 
by which he became both Gos and Max, 
er one Cxzrsr. An ineffable Myſtery, 
a well as the Trinity! en which Men 
explain. Thie, as we are told in Scrip- 
ture, was performed by the Operation 
of the Her Gnesr: therefore he is 
faid: in the Apoſtles Creed, to be con 


- ceived; in the Nicene, to be incatnate, 


by the Hoy Gnosr. In what Manner 
excceds- our Comprehenſion ; if we can- 
not comprehend how- Man is conceived 
in the natural Courſe, we certainly can- 


cannot tell how the Soul is united to the 
ne Body 


Deity. I think the clearet Explanation, 
that is to be found, of this abſtruſe Point, 


is in the Athanaſian Creed, vir. That 


our Lord  Je$vs Cuxisr, che So f 


Gon, is Gor! and Man. God, of the 


Subſtance of the FA rurx, begetten befote 


the Worlds; and Man, of the Subſtance 
of his Mother, born in the World. Per- 


Body end Soul of eee | 


5 


fect God, and perfect Max, of a teaſon- 


able Soul and human Fleſh ſubſiſting. 
Equal to the Faruk, as tonching bis 
Godhead; and inferior to the Faruxi. 
as touching his Manhood. Who although 
he be Go and May, yet he is not two, 


but one CuRIr. One; not ſby Con- 


verſion of the Godhead into Fleſhi i but 


by taking the, Manhood into Gop. One 


altogether; not by Confuſion of Sub- 


as the reaſonable Soul and Fleſh is one 


Theſe Words (according to my Appre- 
1 K 3 henſion) 


ſtance, but by Unity of Perſon. For 


Man, ſo Gop and Max is one CHRIST 
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henſlon) intend to ſhew, that I xsus, who 
. was miraculouſly born of the Virgin Ma- 

-RY, was in a peculiar Manner united to 
the ſecond Perſon in the Godhead. That 

by ſuch Union he became CRI; or 

the ANoINTED ;/to' be a Prophet to in- 
ſtruct, a Prieſt. to redeem; and a King to 

judge and | govern Mankind. That as 

the Union of Soul and Body compoſe but 

one Perſon, or one Man; ſo the Union 
of the Soul and Body of Jxsus to the 

ſecond Perſon in the Godhead, compoſed 

but one Perſon, or one CarisT. That, 

aas the Soul and Body of a Man, which 
are af different Natures, ſtill continue 

ſd whilſt united; fo the Soul and Body 
of Ixtus, which were both of a different 
Nature from the Godhead, ſtill continued 
ſo after they were united to it in him. 
Theſe Natures were not confounded, 
though united: for it is blaſphemous-to 
imagine, that Gop could be converted 
-into Man, or Man into Gop. The Man- 
=. ner 


% 
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ner of this Union cannot be better ex- 
preſſed, than by ſaying, it was not by 
Converſion of the Godhead into Fleſh, 
but by taking the Manhood into Gon, 
in whom all things are contained. Not 
by Confuſion of Subſtance (divine and 
human) but by Unity of Perſon; that 
is, by uniting the Perſon of Ixsus (and 
of Jrsus only, ſelected from all Man- 
kind) to the Godhead, in a more pecu- 
liar Manner, and more mne oy 
all other Men. a: nern, 
On this myſterious Subject Men bins? 
We led into great Confufion and Per- 
plexity by two Things: 1, By not ſuffi- 
ciently attending to the Diſtinction bo- 
tween the Sox of Gop (the ſecond Per- 
ſon of the Trinity) begotten of his Fa- 
THER before all Worlds; and Ixsus (who, 
by being peculiarly united to that Perſon, 
is: ikewiſe- called the Sox of God) born 
in the World. 2. By imagining, that 
by ſuch Union Cukisr became Lok of 
the Univerſe; whereas his Commiſſion 
Au K 4 extends 
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ſent Race of Mankind. 


extends only to our Planet, and arial 
* TIE ob] 
The Athanaſian Creed i juſtly blamo- 


able for ſetting up a human Compoſition, 


as the Standard of Salvation; and for re- 


quiring an implicit Belief of the Tenets 


contained in it under the Penalty of Dam- 
nation. When many have thought fame 
of thoſe. Tenets very doubtful, and others 
repugnant to Scripture. But notwith» 


| ſtanding theſe glaring Imperfections, the 


Method it proceeds in is better than either 


For it firſt treats of the three Perſons in 


the Godhead, and afterwards of the In- 
carnation or taking of Ixsus into the God» = 
head, and uniting him to the ſecond Per- 
ſon of ĩt. | Whereas the two other Creeds, 


without previouſly. ſetting forth the Tri- 


nity, inſert the Name of JIxsus between 
the Farhrx and the HorY  GrosT. 
Which, if not properly attended to, and 


explained, may make the Generality of 
Na * the two Natures in 


CHRIST ; 


'. And in one Lonxp Jus nk ir, the 


Qantsr: the divine, which exiſted be- 
fore the World; and the human; whiab 
was taken into or united to the divine at 
the Time of the Incarnation, yo. f vid A 


Belief in the 'FaTHER, proceeds thus: 


t only begotten” Sow of Gon: begatten 
* of his FATuxz before all Werlds: Gon 
* of Goo, '&c. being of one-8ublidnce. 
« with the Parr.” Which muſt be 
thus underſtood, viz. That Insus Chriſt 
was the only Man, who became the Sox 
of Gop, by being at the ume of the in: 
carnation united to the only begetten dom, 
begotten of his Fa TRER before all Worlds, 
Gop of Gop, of one Subſtance with tu, 
Faruk. For Jzsvs, as a Man, was 
born in Bethlehem, of the; Subſtance! of 
his Mother: in the World, not beſore it. 
The Apoſtles Creed, without ſaping 
any thing of the ſecond (Perſon: uf the 
Trinity, begotten befure all Worlds, af. 
0 tet 


The Nirene Creed, after profeſſing a | 
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gotten Som, of Gon: is, 1. As he is united 


— gs at teens * 
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ter the Faruzk ALmicnty, immediately 
names ff Jesus CurIsT his only be- 
t gotten So, our Loxn, who was con- 
« ceived by che HoLy GO, born of 
er the Virgin Man v. —80 that an igno- 
rant Perſon in reading this Cræed would, 
from the literal Senſe of the Words, ima- 


: | gine, that before JIxsus was born, there 
| was no only begotten Son of Gop > As he 


might in reading the Nicene, that Ixsus 
wus begotten before all World. 
The true Senſe in which Ixsus in 


to the only begotten Son, or ſecond Per- 
ſon of the Trinity. 2. As he is the only! - 


s eee eee 


was fa,” NI * N N 

[Barats inches; adds ever 
thus united, we muſt not from thence 
conclude, that he is the only intelligent 
or rational Being, that ever has been, or 
will be ſo. The Son, or ſecond Perſon 
391 POR e of 
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of the Trinity is under the FATHER; a 
by his Order,” the Inſtructor, Redeether, 
Judge, and King ef all ſach Beings, net 
only on our Globe, but on every Globe, 
and in every Quarter of the Utiverſe* 'ﬆ 
the Hor v Gnosr is their Sanctiffer. In 
order to inſtruct, redeerh; judge and g- 
vern the Race of A DAU, he united to 
Himſelf Irsus: and for the ſame or fitmt- 
lar Ends he may have, and probably hath, 
united to bimſelf other rittal Cres 
tures in other Planets. Jeſus is not theit 
Saviour, nor they the Siviour- of Mint 
kind. Jssvs, # to bis Manhood; W = 
of the Race of ApAM, deſcended from 
ABRAUAM and DAvip. He was ſent to 
inſtruct his o] Species ohly. He died 
for Men, and Men only. He ſuffered bn 
Earth for Sins committed only on Earth. 
His Tranfactions here no” more conceth 
other Globes, than the TranſaQians thete 
do us. TO imagine that his Authority 
Extends ts other Globes id 48 abſurd, as 
DSA . . to 
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$9 imagine that 4 Magilirate in any par- 
ticular State here, is a Magiſtrato in every 
other ;,, or that a Commiſſion to act in 
ne Man Authority in Mexi- 
co or Japan. 
r 
underſtœopd on this Point; which appears 
t me of the laſt Importance to true Chri- 
ſtianity. It has ſcarce. been touched on, 
or but very lightly, by Divines: and yet 
it i extremely neceſſary it ſhould be 
cleared up · „Vill it is cleared up, the 
Ideas of Men will remain very confuſed; 
and 2 of the moſt ſpeculative will be 
either Sceptics, or Infidels. The Inter- 
pretation I contend for is clear and intel- 
cannot be agreeable to Scripture; which 
through the whole requires the firſt * 
he eee +1} 184) ,2adoic? 

It may he aſked, hom cameit 5 0 
v hefore ? for it can ſcarce be 
0¹ aſked, 
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aſked, why ſhould it prevail-now? un- 
that Mankind ought never to-grow wiſer, 
did before. And as to the firſt: Queſtiony 
I think feveral Reafons may be aſſigned 
1. Ignorance in Natural Philofopby 
was the great and principal Neæaſon. For 
many Ages after Cun Is r, the Prolemaic 
was the only prevailing Syſtem of the 
Univerſe. The Earth was eſteemed the 
Center of it; for whoſe Sake all the'ce- 
wound it only to adminiſter Heat or Light. 
This was long taken for granted withour 
Examination. Men caftly believed what 
firmed by outward Appearance.” The 
he was the moſt confiderable upon. Barti. 
And as Ignorance and Vanity conducted 
him into Errors of Philoſophy; ſo did 
they. ints/ Etros of Faith. Aud both 
1 28 went 
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went on incteaſing by the literal and falſe 
Interpretations, which blind Guides put 
on Seripture. And a furious Zeal (al- 
ways the Attendant on Ignorance) made 
it dangerous for Men to declare their, 
Opinions freely either in Philoſophy or 
Religion, for fear of being condemned 
and murdered as Heretics, Whilſt there- 
fore Men were no better informed than to | 
think our Earth the Univerſe; they could, 
- | as Chriſtians, have no other Notion, than 

c that Ixsus was the Saviour of the whole, 
$ 2. Since Men have been convinced of 
1 the immenſe Extent of the Univerſe ; and 
= that every Globeꝰ in it is inhabited, many 

ö Reaſons have kept them filent on this 
Subject. In Popiſh Countries, the Fear of 

a Pope, or an Inquiſition, if they ſhould 
advance any thing, that ſhould be deem- 
ed. heretical. In Proteſtant, Countries, 
-among the Laity the Fear of being thought 
fingular : among the Clergy, of being 
thought un orthodox; which any Opinion 


may 


—— — ðè * 
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may be, which either wants or contra- 
dicts the Authority (or rather the No- 
Authority) of a Father, Synod or Coun- 
cil, Another Reaſon may be, the Diffi- 
culty to make the ,Vulgar underſtand it, 
which they could not without ſome pre- 
vious Knowledge of Geography and 
Aſtronomy: for want of which they will 
continue to think this Globe the whole 
habitable World; and whilſt they do ſo, 
it is no Error in them to believe Ixsus to 
be the Saviour of the whole. But Men 
of Learning and Speculation think not 
with the Vulgar. Gop has opened wider 
to them both the Book of Nature and of 
the Scripture; and intends they ſhould 
uſe the firſt as a Comment on the ther: 
that, as Cnkisr hath brought Life and 
Immortality to Light through the Goſ 
pel, that Light, might ſhine ſtill brighter 
to illuſtrate the Truth of the Goſpel. In 
which there are many things, which 
* n urs to the inſpired 
Writers 


hk rene FHO H. 

Writers theinfelves, (for they did et 
ſpeak” but as the Herr Gnosr gave 
them Utreratice) the "Truth of which 
wi continue gradually to open and dif- 
cloſe itſelf to Mankind, both in 2 
and in the next. NS 
And let no one think it t | 
the Honour of Cxtzrsr, guar 
ntitmberfeſs other Szviours and Mediators, 
which. Gov hath eſtabliſtred between 
Himſeff and the rationat Beings which he 
 Canrsr, as he is united to the Godhead 
for our fakes, is a moſt divine and ado- 
rabie Perfon : thb Prince and the Hierach 
bf all the Race of Aran, which have 
exiffed, and fhall exiſt till his ſecond 
coming. He was ſent to inſtruct them 
by his holy Life and Doctrine, to redeem 
them by his bitter Death and Paſſion, 
and to confirm them by his glorious Re- 
Kurreftion and Aſcenſion: to the end, 
that if chey are holy in this Life; as he 

was 


—_ * - 


. 
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was holy, they may fallom him to that 
State of Gloy to Which he is already 


exalted; For he is the Way, to lead Mx 


into the right Way: the Ttuth to guide 


conduct them to everlaſting Life. He is 
the only Mediator between Gop and Man. 


No Man cometh to the Father but hy him. 


Hs 48, the only, Name under Heayen, by 
which Mex can be ſaved. 
The next diſtinguiſhing, Tenet, of the 
Chriſtian Religion is che. Belief of the 


Raſurtection of the Body. 1. That of 


mier, whigh has already, happened: 


pen at his ſecond coming 
. The Reſurrection of OuRTsT is a 
proved by Evidence. And no Fact was 
eyer more ſtrongly atteſted. For afte 
bis Reſurrection, St. PAVL lays, he was 
ſeen of Cxrugsg then of the Twelve. 


Aﬀter-that, he was ſeen. of more than, five 


'L ban 


21892 


q 
j 
| 
| 


hundred Brethren at once: whereof ma. 


feen of James; then of all the Apoſtles; 
And laſt of all he was ſeen alſo of me, 
as of ond born out of due Time. TBS 


the Fact. 
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ny remam wnto the preſent, and ſorne 
are falleh aſleep. Aſter that he was 


We n Evidetce w elubin 

LEA 
( The Reſurrection 9 nn! 
Prelude to that of Mankind, and an Far- 
neſt that it will happen at the laſt Day. 
He is called the Firſt Fruits of them that 
ſept: and the Beginning and firſt begotten 
of the Dead: and we are to reſemble him 


in the Likeneſs of his Reſurrection- How 


then was CHRIST raiſed ? and with whit 
Body did he come? He was raiſed with 


the identical Body that was laid in the 
Grave; and which did not continue chere 


long enough to ſee Corruption. This 


can be the Cafe of few befides; only 
oc thdſe few, who ſhall die juſt be- 
FE fore the Taft Day: 2 


_ 
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again with corruptble Bodies (no mat- 
ter whether compoſed of any of the 
fame Partieles as before) ſufficient to dis 
To tha end, that all Men may be judg · 
ed in the Fleſh on Earth for the Works 
thay bed done on Forth in the Fleſh, But 
as St. Paur ſays, Fleſh and Blood cent 
fore we are not to imagine (nor is it rea- 
ſonable ta imagine) that Men are to paſs 
with the ſame Bodits into another Stats, - 
No: 86. Paur ſays, be will ſhew a great , 
Mykeery : ven mall all be changed in 3 
Moment, in the twinkling of an Eye: 
this Corruptible maſt put on In corruption 
this Mortal ſhall put en Immortality; and 
that which was ſown a natural Body, 
ſhall become a ſpiritual Body ; as the Body 
of Qhriſt did before bis Aſcenſion, and 
before he could-fit- dawn at the Right- 

hand of Gon, amongſt the haly Angels, 
who ae made ſubject to him ; and with 


L 2 whom 
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whom he will come again in the Clouds 


both the Quick and Dead. At that Day 
(in the ſame manner as CRRISTH himſelf 


Dead in CHR ſhall riſe; and ſhall be 
caught up into the Clouds to meet the 
Lon in the Air. And why (as the ſame 
Apoſtle ſays) ſhould it be thought incre- 
dible that Gon ſhould raiſe the Dead? 


It is not incredible; becauſe impoſiible 3 


for nothing is ſo withiGopz and:in this 
Inſtance, it requires no greater Power 00 
raiſe Man's Body, than at firſt to create lt. 
It is not incredible, becauſe irrational 


| ber nothing can be more rational, than 


for Gop to vindicate his Juſtice on Earth 
in the Face of all Mankind: that every 


wrong Sentence given here may here be 


reverſed: that thoſe; ho have been un- 


juſtly condemned may be acquitted : and 


thoſe' who” have been unjuſtly acquitted 
uo 1 even here the 
CE 1 proſ- 
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proſperous wicked Man may begin to 
ſuffer, and the afflicted good One to be 
comforted; r hc i216 24h 
Reward be compleaat . 
To the Reſurrection of the Body is 
immediately to ſucceed the Judgment: of 
Mankind, and the End of the World 
that is, of all things on the Face of this 
Globe. But the End is not yet: the 
Goſpel ſhall be preached in all the World 
for a Witneſs to all Nations, and then 
ſhall/ the End come. But of that Day 
and Hour knoweth no Man, no, not the 

Angels in Heaven, neither the Son, but 
the Father only. It ſhall come like a 
Thief in the Night: and as in the Day 
of Noa they knew not till the Flood 
came, and took them all away; ſo ſhall 
the coming of the Son of Man be. Be 
ready therefore, take heed, watch and 
pray, leſt the (Lord coming ſuddenly 


ſhall find you ſleeping, or (which is worſe) 


_— your Fellow-ſervants, and cating 


and drinking with the Drunken ut 
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cho we know not in what Hour he will 
come; the Manner of his coming is re- 
vealed to us, and chiefly by himſelf. 
The Approach of this great Judge will 
be uſhered in with moſt amazing Pomp 
and Solemnity. The San ſhall be dark- 
ened, the Moon ſhall not give her Light, 
the Stars (i. e. Meteors) ſhall fall from 
Heaven, and the Powers of the Heavens 
(i. e. Air) ſhall be ſhaken, the Sea and 
the Waves roaring. And what ' Woh- 
der t if then all the Tribes of the Earth 
mourn ; if Men's Hearts fail them for 
Feat, and for looking after thoſe things, 
which are coming on the Earth. For 
then they ſhall ſee the Son” of Man 
coming in the Clouds of Herren with 
Power and great Glory. ee 

And he ſhall ſend his Angels hk 
great Sound of a Trumpet to ſummon 
Mankind. And they thall gather his 
* from the n and from 
| one 


— 
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one End of Heaven to the other: where 
we may ſuppoſe they have the Liberty 
to expatiate, and to contemplate Gop's 
Works, till they are ſummoned to re- 
ſume their Bodies to appear at this great 
Tribunal, in order to receive from their 
Lorp more ample Praiſe and Reward. 
They will therefore receive this Sum- 
mans with Joy! How different from the 
Guilty! who (Wherever they are) will 
* call an the Mountains to fall on them, 
and the Waves of the Sea to cover them, 
from the Fierceneſs of his Wrath and the 
Vengeance of his Power. But in vain! 
Far every Eye ſhall ſee him; and they 
| alſo which pierced him; and all Kindreds 

of the Earth ſhall wail becauſe of bim. 
In this manner, thoſe good Men who 
ſleep in Ixsus (i. e. ſhall then be dead} 
Gop will bring with him; and when he 
Mall deſcend from Heaven with a Shout, 
with the Voice of the Archangels, and 


Ah ahe Ae e Fad. they ſhall rife 
EE firſt : 
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firft : and thoſe other good Men, which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lox, Hall not ſleep, (i. e. die) but 
ſhall appear in'the Body with them; and 
with them ſhall meet t the Lord, any be 
for ever with him. 

This Globe was never ſo Gt as 
it will be on that great Day of Aſſiſe; 
when all the Sons of Apam, who lived 
in ever ſo diſtant Ages, will appear toge- 
ther in the Fleſh, and be Cotemporaries. 
Compared to this, every Aſſembly of Men 
recorded in Hiſtory, appears conternpti- 
ble; even the Hoſt of Xzrxes is loſt in 
the Croud. And yet numerous as it. will 
be, every Individual will be ſtrictly 
examined, and receive the moſt exact 
| Juſtice. This will not be like Human 
Tribunals.” where Actions alone can be 
weighed, and Truth may be concealed. 
Before this Tribunal the Truth muſt 
appear: it hath Coghilance of Mens 
3 as well a Actions: to the 


Judge 
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Judge all Hearts are open, all Deſires 
known, Go — no % 
hid. {1 N 7 CHESTS. 214} . 
When the Phitce of the-Kings of the 
Earth is thus-ſeated in the Clouds in 
Power and great Glory to judge the 
whole Circuit of it; the Earth revolving 
on its Axis ſhall preſent every Kingdom, 


Nation and Language in their turn at 


the Foot of his Throne, to receive their 
Trial and their Sentence. Thoſe that 
lived under the Goſpel ſhall be tried by 
the Goſpel ; thoſe that lived- under the 
Law, by the Law; and thoſe that lived 
without'either Law or Goſpel, by (what 
was a Law to them) ſuch Lights as their 
Reaſon afforded : for Gop is not hard, 
reaping - where he hath not ſown, and 
gathering where he hath not ſtrawed. 
Now ſhall the Diſtinction be made be- 
tween the Seed that fell on good and 
that which fell on bad Ground: between 
the Wheat and the Tares: between the 
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wiſe Virgins, with Oyl.ig cheir Lamps, 
the Servants who improved their Ta- 
leats, and thoſe. who did not: between 
thoſe. who relieved the Hungry, Thirſty, 
Stranger, Naked, and Priſoner, and thoſe 
who did not: between: thoſe. whom the 
Lon ſhall find doing his Will, and thoſe 
whom he ſhall find ſleeping, ſmiting their 
Fellow - ſervants, or eating a mat 
with the Drunken 
The Trial ended, the 8 N 
thall ſeparate Perſons ſo different in Me- 
zit, as a Shepherd divideth the Sheep 
fram the Goats: and he ſhall. ſet the 
Sheep on his Right- hand, and the Goats 
on the Left; and then he will pragounce 
this Sentence. He ſhall, ſay unto, the 
firſt, - Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for yon 
umto the laſt he ſhall lay, Depart from 
— into everlaſting Fire, pre- 
2 pared 
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pared for the Devil and his Angels. Aud 
theſe ſhall Pee yr wy 


but the Righteous into Life eternal, - 

But previous to the Execution af the 
Sinden eee ee 
Change en this Globe, before they quit 
t for ever. They mult both depoſite 


their mortal Bodies a their native Soil, - 


before they Rep into Eternity. But how 
exrendy different will be their, Bxi! 
This i that important Ctiſis forewld-by 
Joun the Baptiſt, when Onrsr will 
Wheat into his Garner; but burn up the 
Chaff wich unquenchable Fire. The 
Righteous ſhall be changed in an Iaſtant, 
in the twinkling of an Eye: they ſhall 
leave their mortal, corruptible, and na- 
tural, for immortal, inoorruptible, and 
ſpiritual Bodies: they ſhall be caught up 
to meet their Lex in the Air, and be 
for over with him: no longer terreſtrial, 
but ö no longer Men, but 

Angels; 


156 FRxv1610PriLosoPHL. 
Angels; a glorious Society, with CnkIsr 
at their Head: who (as ſaith the Evan- 
geliſt) ſhall ſhine like the Sun in the 
Kingdom of their Father. But how 
dreadful-will be the Exit and Cataſtrophe 
of the Wicked! Far from quitting the 
Body with Pleaſure, like the Righteous, 
and aſcending with them to meet the 
Lok, they will be left on Earth to periſh 
as Malefactors in the Flames, which will 
conſume both them and all the Furniture 
of this Globe, which will be their Fu- 
neral Pile. They are the Tares, which 
at the End of this World, which is the 
Harveſt, the Angels, who are the Reap- 
ers, ſhall gather and burn in the Fire: 
for the Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his 
Angels, and they ſhall gather out of his 
Kingdom all things that offend, and 
them Which do. Iniquity, and ſhall caſt 
them into a Furnace of Fire, there ſhall 
be wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. In 
this oo of the Lozp, faith St. PETER, 
| the 
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the Elements ſhall melt with Heat, and 
the Earth, With the Works that are 
therein, ſhall be burnt u. 
How awfull, how tremendous will. he 
the Scene! when the Ether agitated in 
the Air, and in the Entrails of the Earth, 


ſhall burſt forth in Lightnings and Vul- 
canos, whoſe: Flames ſeizing on every 
Combuſtible:ſhall ſpread over the Face 
of the + whole Globe: Then ſhall che 
Elements melt with fervent Heat: the 
watry Tribe ſhall expire in a boiling 
Ocean; the: Aeriab in Clouds of Smoke : 
the Cave or Foreſt ſhall-be.no Refuge, to 
the wild Beaſts; nor Houſe, nor City to 
ture and of anne bee one 
common Ruin. Where is the proud 
Pyramid, whoſe a Foundation was 
thought ſolid as the Earth; and whoſe 
Point invaded the Skies? Where the Tri- 


| umplial Arch? the aſpiring Column and 
2 Pe Obdliſe? 
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Obeliſk# the Clond-cafe Teuer f the Gore 
geous Palace h die Som Templei Every 
Monument of Man's Vanity, Pride and 
Ambition, of his Superſtition „and cen 

ſhall ad where be found. All Records of 
greateſt "Empires ſhall vaniſh. : and in 
| ſhall no longer be known on Earth, chat 
there were fach Men as ArzxanDas and 
CzsaR, or ſuch. Cities as Babylon and 
Rome. TWP mg dies; and Oblivica 
RS Day, e wicked Men) will 
have before his Eyes theſe Monuments 
of his Pride; and when he is perifhing 
His Affections on things fo wifting and 
tranſitory: he will wiſh. his Name hed 
| been unknown: and when his Memory 
ceaſes on Barth, that it might ED 


I e. IE Sil bogen 
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When Nan Has i finally" quitend | 
Globe, the future State and Condition of 
it is not the Concern of Man. Whether 
Gon in bis Wiſdom may ſuffer it to lie 
fallow for a Seafon;; or after thus ferti- 
Ezing it with the Flames, will imme 
diately repleniſh the Face of it. It is of 
much more Impurtance to confider the 
fatore Stat and Condition of Man; 
When the Wicked ſhall: go into eves- 
laſting Puniſhment, and 2 
imo Life eternal. Mon 103 , 1.3180] 
I. As to: the: Wicked. Aſter n 
Bodies are conſumed in the general Con: 
| flagration, their Souls will mix with other 
Evil Spirits. From Men they will be- 
come Devils: be aſſociated with the De- 
vil and his: Angels: and be caſt into the 
everlaſting Fire prepared for them: here 
the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is 
metaphorical, not material. A material 
Worm could not live in a material Fire: 


A 


1660 Rbttreto Prumoornt. 
A material” Fire*could' not affect an im- 
material Subſtance like the Soul; which 
eſcaped from ſuch a Fire, when the Body 
was conſumed at the general Conflagra- 
tion. The Worm that never dies is Cn- 
ſſeience. The Fire (i. e. Torment) which 
is never quenched (i. e. never ceaſes) are 
uneaſy Paſſions and Affections, Thoughts, 
ad Reflections, Ideas and Imaginations: 
All which attended with Anxiety, An- 
guiſh, Terror, Horror, Remorſe and 
Deſpair, compoſe a Hell in the Soul af a 
wicked Man. The Soul is not ſo proper- 
ly ſpeaking in Hell, as Hell in the Soul. 
Wherever the Spirit of a wicked Man 
-thall-be, there will be Hell: whether it 
pleaſe God to confine it to any one par- 
ticular Part of Space, or ſuffer it ta wan- 
der through every Part of it. It carries 
Hell with it; and it is with Juſtice Mix- 
wren makes Satan ſay, that he himſelf is 
Hell; and that he can fly from Hell: no 
more than from himſelf. Divines have 
K vainly 
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vainly diſputed about the Place of Hell, 
as if it were neceſſarily Local. Poets 
have | deſcribed it as ſuch, in the fineſt 
Allegories, and the moſt beautiful Colours 
of Imagination: and haye divided it into 
ſeveral Apartments for the different [De= 
grees of Guilt. But ſuch Lodgings are 
unneceſſary: each guilty Perſon carries 
about him à Hell, and a Puniſhment ex- 
aQy proportioned to his Crime: for it 
would be inconſiſtent with the Juſtice of 
Gap to puniſh all Crimes alike. It will 
be mote tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, 
than for Jeruſalem; for the Offenders 
againſe Man, than for the Atheiſt, Ido- 
later, and Blaſphemer, who have directly 
affronted Gon: for petty Treſpaſſers 
againſt their Neighbours, than for the 


Tyrant, Murderer, and Adulterer: for 
thoſe who have neglected their Duty, 
than thoſe Who have wilfully tranſgreſſed 
it: fot thoſe who had ſome Mixture of 
2 5 with their Evil, than thoſe: who 
14 M have 
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hhve note: for certainly the leaſt vicious 
Mam and "the leaſt virtaous, will not be 
very Uiftdht in Condition: nor the Gates 
of Heaven and Hell ſd remote, as is c 
Sent pied. One ſort of Punlſh- 
ment will de common to all the Wicked, 
v. to ſeb ne Righteous in AX RH RNS 
Boſora, in a State of Bliſs, to which they 
camndt urflve: to deplore the Dod Gf 
Gat Bliſs dy un ill-ipent Life: to with 
hey Had never been; br might echſe to 
be il thoy may not be belelfed from that 
Place 'of Torment. But whether they 
tr will be, Gop only Knows. If after 
Apes df Tofment, of this infinite Mercy 
ne chauld "releaſe them; we can (ſcarce 
magie they would be immeAitey . 
vanced to a happy State: the heſt to 
de expected would ere Stare df 
r my e e. 

2. Let us now” — the Scene to 
— that Region of the Bleffetl; 
where are Joys for evermore; ſuch as 
S751 wt © Eye 


762 
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Eyr bath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nei- 


ther hath it entered into the Heart of 
Man tn conceive. This happy Region 
is confined to no particular Place; it ex- 
tends to all Nature. | The Spirits of Men 
are ſinitr, and conſequently muſt be in 
 fome-(particular Part of Space; They 
muſt be ſomewhere, but may be any 
whete': and as the Spirit of a righteous 
Man muſt be happy in all Places; there» 
more qazticularly to manifaſt his Glories 
or his Terrors, thoſe Places during achat 
time are more peculiacly Heaven or Hell, 
vrhiah he can change and remove at Plea- 
ſure. We are ſure that our Heaven will 
be with Currsr.. He js at the Right 
Hand of Go, that is, in great Glory. 
We ſhall follow where he is gone before; 
to thoſe Manſions which he is preparing 
for i us. For in chis Father's House are 
in that.is, different degrees 
Hut M2 —-. of 
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of Reward: for Gop, who weighs the 
minuteſt Actions, will reward every Man 
according to his Works. It is not every 
one ſhall ſit on Thrones like the Apoſtles, 
judging the twelve Tribes of Iſrael: or 
be ranked with the goodly Fellowſhip 
of the Apoſtles, or the noble Army of 
Martyrs. Many ſhall be admitted with- 
in the Suburbs of the New Jeruſalem, 
who ſhall not approach him, who fitteth 
on the Throne: but when the four and 
twenty Elders fall down to worſhip him 
and the Lamb, the whole Circuit of 
Men and Angels, after their Example, 
ſhall fall proſtrate in Adoration. This is 
that Heaven of Heavens, which CuRIS T 
himſelf revealed to his beloved Diſciple 
in Patmos, in Types and Figures, to give 
Mankind ſome previous Idea of the very 
glorious State, to which the Righteous 
ſhould be exalted. And when they ſhall 
at any time remove to a greater Di- 
ſtance from the Throne of his Glory; 
3 | tas" 


a 


RxTLICIO Pnirosor nl. 165 
and go as his Ambaſſadors to the diffe- 
rent Quarters of Nature, they will not 
want their Heaven. They will find it 
0 every where. in a Soul, purged from im- 
pure Paſſions and Affections, which they 
found ſo difficult to reſtrain here below. 
They will find it in the Reflection on 

a Life well ſpent, which was a Comfort 
to them whilſt they only expected a 
State of Happineſs, and muſt be infinitely 
greater when they enjoy it. They will 
find it alſo in the Enlargement of their 
6 Powers and Capacities, which will make 
ample Amends for their Weakneſs and 
Defects in this Life. 
Thoſe Spirits clad in glorified Bodies 

of an Etherial Subſtance will paſs with © 
| eaſe through the Etherial Spaces: quick 
as the ſame. Ether darts in the Light- 
nings ; or paſſes to the Flanets from the 
Sun. They may then viſit in Perſon 
thoſe Parts of Nature, which they could 
only reach here in Imagination. Their 
5 M 3 former 
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former Thirſt after. Knowledge will be 
ſatisfied : their Curioſity gratified : their 
Doubts cleared up: their Errors detected: 
the Relation, Dependence, Connection, 
and Harmony of things will be diſcovered; 
as well as the Means and Manner of their 
Operation: Cauſes, as well as Effects, 
will appear: and it will be known, in 
what Caſes Gop (the firſt Cauſe) acts 
immediately; and in what he uſes other 
Beings as the Inſtruments of his Ope- 
rations. They will then be acquainted 
with the Nature of Place, of Space, and 
Infinity: of Time, Duration, and Erer- 
nity: of Spirit, and its Unjon with, and 
the Means and Manner of its Operation 
on Matter: of Matter, and its Elernents, 
which compoſe all Bodies: f all Bodies, 
their Structure, Magnitude, Forms, and 
Motion: of Comets (which perhaps may 
paſs into different neighbouring gyſteme): 
of thoſe Suns, which each illuminates 
its Ay 4 of the Planets in 
each 
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each Syſtem; and of the Furniture and 
Inhabitants of each Planet: and after ad- 
miring the Wiſdom of Gop in the wan- 
derful Structure of the Unixerſe, they 
will join the great Chorus of Heaven 
in ſaying : © Thou art worthy, O Log, 
o xeceive Glory and Honour and 
Power; for thou haſt created all things, 
« and for thy Pleaſure they are and were 
e ereated,” 

Such may and probably will be a Part 
of the glorious State of thaſe, who ad- 
Here to the Precopts and follow the Ex- 
ample of CyrisT. But how fatally have 
Mankind deviated from both]! He very 
truly foretold, that he hath not ſent 
Peace but a Sword. The beſt Religion 
hath been perverted to the worſt Pur- 
poſes. It hath been uſed as an Engine of 
Slavery inſtegd of Freedom; and of the 


Deſtruction inſtead of * e af 
Mer. 
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As AAo ſet up the Golden Calf in 
the Wilderneſs: the Chriſtian High Prieſts 
have ſet up many of their own Inven- 
tions as the Objects of Veneration: and 
required many things to be obſerved not 
required by Scripture. They have eſta- 
bliſhed the Opinions of weak, wicked, 
- ambitious, fallible, Men, as the Doc- 
trines of CHRIS r. Have impoſed fool- 
iſh, abſurd, ridiculous, ſuperſtitious; ido- 
latrous Ceremonies, as neceſſary. All 
n ene, of Ignorance, Ambition, 

or Intereſt; with a Cruelty and Zeal 
inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity or Huma- 
nity. True Chriſtianity © almoſt ceaſed 
in each Country, as ſoon as Govern- 
ment became Chriſtian. And as before 
that time; true Chriſtians ſuffered Perſe- 
cution, as their Lord and MASTER did; 
after that time, the falſe ones deſerting 
bis Precepts and Example turned Per- 
ſecutors themſelves. What Diſputes, 
what Quarrels, what Murders, what Maſ- 

ſacres, 
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ſacres," have been cauſed among Chri- 
ſtians on frivolous Queſtions, that not only 
a Man of Senſe, but even a Child would 
be aſhamed of! and proſecuted with Zeal, 
as if eſſential to Salvation! and out of the 
ſame Zeal oſten impiouſly declared to be 
ſo! and the greateſt Sinners have been 
eſteemed Saints for eſpouſing them 
There is ſcarce a Tenet, or ſcarce an 
external Ceremony of Chriſtianity, but 
hath been the Subject of ſome Diſpute. 
I have before obſerved; there are but 
two Performances, in their o.n Nature 
indifferent, required by Cnnler of his 
Followers, as outward and vifible Marks 
of their Profeſſion, viz. Baptiſm and his 
Supper. Very eaſy Performances]! and 
yet they have afforded matter of much 


Dipute. It hath been diſputed, whether 


Baptiſm may be adminiſtered by Wo- 


men as well as Men: by Laymen as well 

as Clergy : to Caildren as well as adult: 

by 1 or Immerſion: in public or 
private: 
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private: in a Houſe, a Church, ora R- 
ver. Whether valid, if any of the Ce- 
remonies are wanting in the Performance: 
and Whether fatal if the whole is omit- 
ted ; even to Infants who could not help 
it. Strange Diſputations No the Diſpu- 
tants imagine Baptiſm 8 phyfical Means 
of-canveying Grace and Salvation? and 
that they flow, as by a Canal, through 
| the Water and Fingers of thoſe who. ad- 
miniſter. it 7 If they do; they are as had 
Philoſophers as Divines. If they canſi- 
der it (as chey ought 10 da) only as a 
Condition to entitle us to Gop's Favour; 
do they think Gop unjuſt, to require the 
Performance of it by Infants and others 
not able to per farm it ? or a puniſn them 
or the Omiſſion ? Or if Baptiſm is per- 
formed; do not they think (as they ought) 
—  ahar Gon accepts the Will for the Deed? 

Dor do they think, that he, like vain Man, 
is Pleaſed with a Ceremonial? or angry, 


. = 
| And 
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thence to determine the future State of 
Man, and the Purpoſe of G re 
There have been as may frivelous 
Diſpotes about the Loxv's Supper. Rs 
here the Table ſhould be placed: he- 
ther it ſhowld be called literally a Table, 
or fignratively an Altar: whether” it 
ſhould be received fitting or kneeling ; 
whether in leavened or unleavehed Bread: 
whether in Wine, or Wine mixed with 
Water: whether in one or both Kinds : or 
| whether alike by Clergy and Laity : and 
by chem or to whom it may be adm 
ſtered. Can any Man refuſe to admini- 
ſter it to another on pretenee of Unwor- 
thineſs, without artogating to himfelf = 
the Prerogitive of Gop, of knowing the 
Heart? Or can any one; to whom it is 
refuſed, be weak enough to be unealy 7 
from the Apprehengon ef any in Cone- 
| quence to reſult from the Refuſelꝰ Does 
he not know that Gop accepts the Will 

for 
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ſor the Deed ? that he puniſhes only for 
voluntary, not forced Omiſſion ; for the 
Man's own Fault, and not that of ano- 
ther? Human Excommunications are but 
airy Phantoms in their Nature; tho they 
have been found uſeful Engines of world- 
ly Power and Intereſt. And when ex- 
erted in ignorant Times, have had Influ- 
ence enough on weak and prejudiced 
Minds, to produce the moſt horrid Riots, 
Murders, Seditions, Rebellions, and Ca- 
lamities. The ſame may be ſaid of the 
Doctrine Tranſubſtantiation: ' abſurd 
and. blaſphemous : which wants no Con- 
futation; and deſerves only Contempt. 
And the Belief of it ſo long amongſt 
ſuch Numbers is an Infatuation to be re- 
garded : as an Inſtance of Gop's immedi- 
ate Vengeance for the Abuſe of his Reli- 
gion; and is a Proof, that any Abſurdity 
may be inculcated into the Mind of Man; 
and that the e eee | 
IW. e IEO0% triumph 
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triumph over the united Force ahn 
his Senſes and his Reaſon. 998% $6643 Mt 
Cnr1s7»preſcribed-no ples Tick 
of Publio Worſhip or of »Government, 
in his Church: but left both (as the 
Forms of Civil Government are left) to 
the Choice of every Society. It is ſuffi- 
cient, that things are done decently and 
in Order: for as Ceremonies are not eſ- 
ſary. There muſt be ſome, Men can, 
not aſſemble to ſerve Gon, without ſame 
Time or Place appointed for their Meet- 
ing: without obſerving ſme Form, when 
among them to officiate. „ 001 
I. As to the Place. God is equally 
preſent in all Places and CHRIST, and 
his Apoſtles preached. and prayed mal | 
alike, The Primitive Chriſtians .;w 
under Perſecution ; and could —— 
ſet apart by the State. When the Em- . 


perors became Chriſtian, Heathen Tem- 


ples Is gave — — 
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Eye: it nodded e it ſpce: it told For- 
tunes: it took: partioular Men or Profe 
and Neſtruins to cure particular Dis- 
cafes Both »of Body and Mind. This 
drew togeihier great Numbers of Prople a 
which brought no fmall Gain to the 
 Pricfthodds und to the Place; which 
inade both cry out, like thoſe of Ephe- 
ſus, „ Great DANN of the Epheſi- 


4 « . The Opinion of a cal Preſence 


of Heather Gods in Teraples, and of Ro- 
miſh Saints in Churches, fade way fot 
x falſe Belief, that God himiſelf was more 
pecubiarly preſent there: that the Place 
acquired (I know not whit) Holindſs by 
fore it, it was no Church; and that after 
it, it ought never to be turned to any o- 
chert uſe But Gow: dwells not in Tem- 
pes made with Hands. He is Omnipre- 
ent and tho for great Purpoſes he hath 
1 — his Preſence by 
10 DL a om—y - 


196. Rumor :PaLogoraT, 
outward Signs in particular Places; yet 
he was not then more preſent in thoſe 
Places than in others; nor have they 
acquired ſince any particular Sanctity. 
He manifeſted himſelf by Fire to Moss, 
when he ſent him to deliver his People: 
to that People he manifeſted himſelf. by 
Thunder and Lightning and a Voice, at 
the Delivery of the Law: in a Cloud 

by Day, and a Pillar of Fire by Night, 
by Fire on the Altar on the Dedication of 
SoLoMoN's Temple: by cloven Tongues 
to the Apoſtles on ſending" the Hor v 
Gnos r. But the particular Spots of Earth 
on which all thoſe great Events happens 
ed are now unknown or 'idifregarded; 
And it is abſurd to imagine, that when 
ſuch Acts of the Deity gave no particular 
Sanctity to a Place, that any Act of Man 
can do it. An Edifice, or the Ground 
on which it ſtands, is not capable of 
| n Impreſſion: the Heart of Man 

38220 3 only _ 
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only is. Where two or three are ga- 
thered together in Gop's Name; there is 
a Congregation ; and where a Congrega- 
tion is, there is the Church. The Walls 
are not a Church: nor can any particu- 
lar Place be always appropriated and ſe- 
cured to the ſame Uſe.” Conveniency 
may alter it: Time certainly will. Con- 
ſecration of a Church therefore, in the 
moſt rational Senſe, is only a Publica- 
tion, that that Place is deſigned for the 
People to meet in to ſerve Gop; with a 
Prayer, that they may ſerve him there 
in Spirit and in Truth. It was this ima- 
ginary Sanctity of Place, that formerly 
ſent the Princes of Chriſtendom on Ex- 
peditions to Paleſtine, which coſt Mil- 
lions of Money, and of Lives: and that 
hath ſince ſent immenſe Treaſure in Pre- 
ſents to LokETTo; of no uſe to the 
Lady there; and which, we may believe 
Popes have been too wiſe to ſuffer to re- 


main there uſeleſs. 
| N 2. As 
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2. As to the Time. It is neceflary to 
have [ſtated Times as well as Places of 
public Worſhip : that Congregations may 
know when as well as where 'to meet. 
The Chriſtians in imitation of the Jews, 
and in compliance with the fourth'Com- 
mandment, have rationally ſet apart one 
Day in ſeven for that purpoſe. But they 
changed it from the ſeventh, eſtabliſhed 
by Mosgs to remind Man of his 'Cre- 
ation, to the firſt of the Week, on which 

- CnrisT roſe from the Dead, to remind 
him of that great Proof of his Redemp- 
tion. And to imprint ſo memorable an 
Event ſtill ſtronger on Mens Minds, the 
Reſurrection of Cux Is is celebrated 
rice a Yeat with more Solemnity, as his 
Birth, Paſſion; and Aſcenſion likewiſe 
are. | Theſe Things are very rational to 
be done; but may be ordered to be per- 
formed as well at one Seaſon as anothet, 
and nothing could be weaker than the 


Ancient and Unchriſtian Diſpute about 
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the Time of the Celebration af Eaſter; 
and the endeavouring to fx an invariable 
udtverſal Rule for it. It is impoſſible in 
Natate. Nature hath not divided the 
Earth's annual Courſe preciſely into Days, 
but hath left a Fraction; vhich (as is well 
kncumn) in proceſs of Time variod the 
Rule from the original Intention. Na- 
ture hath alſo diſtributed the fame Point 
of Time into different Scaſons an diſſe- 
rent Parts of che Globe; Men cannat 
celebrate Eaſter all together at the ſame 
Point of Time: they anuft vary either 
in the Day or the Seaſon of the Year. 
When it is Day in our; Hemiſphere, it - 
kind will be in Bed whilſt others are at 
Church. Whilſt it is Spring in one 
Hemiſphere it is Autumn in the other. 
Therefore if they keep Eaſter at the 
ſamo Time, it will be at different Sea- 
ſons of the Year; if at che ſame Seaſon 
of the Year, it muſt be at different and 
by oppolite _. 
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oppoſite Times. And what Rule ; muſt 
be obſerved within the Polar Circles? 
where Days are reckoned by Months, 
and not Months by Weeks and Days: 
they certainly cannot celebrate Eaſter 
there the firſt Sunday after the full Moon 
after the 2 iſt of March. It is amazing 
to reflect on the Zeal ſhewn formerly 
on this Occaſion; and that Men could 
be induced to think, that Gop would not 
accept their reaſonable Service, as well 
at one Seaſon of the Vear as another, 
and at all Times alike. But it was lucky, 
that whilſt they were labouring to fix a 
Point of no importance in Divinity, they 
improved themſelves in Aſtronomy and 
Chronology.—Not content with ſetting 
apart thoſe Days in Commemoration of 
Cnx1sT, Chriſtians ſoon appointed others 
in Memory of his Diſciples. This might 
be reaſonable, to remind them of the 
Lives and Examples of thoſe holy and 
inſpired Perſons. But the Popes did not 
| —_— top 
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ſtop hete : they took ũpon them the Pre- 
rogative of Gop in judging Man's Heart, 
and-declaring Saints whom -ſoever they 
pleaſed.” Every Zealot for their/ufurped 
Power was canonized, tho the: meaneſt 


was not able to contain them. .- Every 


Day had more than one. A Man, Who 


obſerved; thaſe Days, could not carry on 
the neceſſary Buſineſs of Life; but was 
retidered an uſeleſs Member of Society. 
Abd how are theſe Days celebrated? A 
Holiday is not a holy Day, but a Day 
of Debauchery; not of Religion, but 
of Vice: ſo that one numinal Saint makes 
thouſands of real Siamese. lid 
b 3. As to the Form. When Men are 
met at a certain Time and Place for pub- 
lie Worſhip, they muſt neceſſarily: uſe 
ſome Form of Words, and of Ceremo- 
nies in perfotming it. What theſe Forms 
ſhould be is not directed in Scripture.· It 
is impoſſible it ſhould, fince Modes of 
+3207] | * 3 Speech 


or moſt wicked of Men. The Calendar 


* 
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Spetch and Behaviour ate very different 
im diffrrent Plases, and ever varying with 
Time in the fam Place. I is ſufficient 
H the Words are intelligible, and the 
denſe agrecable to Reaſon and gcripture: 
ani ii the outward Geſture and Behaviour 
be: futh, as by the Faſhion of the Place 
denote Decency and Reſpect. Under 
theſe Qualifications every People is at 
kberty to chuſe their own Form; and 


their Ufe. This every Government ought 
to propoſe, no Government ought to im- 
poſe:;: but ſhoulſd leave to every Man the 
Chriſtian Liberty of worſtiipping Gon in 
any other Way he likes better, provided 
he diſturbs not the Peace of the Soiery. 
Forms and Ceremonies; being in theit 
own- Nature | indifferent, are only tho 
Dreſs of Religion, the Mode of which 

alter at Pleaſure. The moſt rational 
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Forms are thoſe which have the feweſt 
Ceremoniesy as they are the leaſt bur · 
thenſome, and are moſt agreeable to that 
Liberty and Simplicity which Curr in- 
tended to eſtabliſu. It is wiſe in 2 Go- 
vornment to eſtabliſi ſuch a Form of 
Worſhip: as is agreeable to the Inclina- 
tions of the Majority; and not to alter it 
without their Conſent. It is weak in In- 
dividuals not to comply with the Form of 
the Country where they happen to te- 
fide; if it requires nothing which they 
think finful. Could one have imagined, 
that Men could have been ſo far infatu- 
ated; as to regard theſe: Fotms as eflen« 
tial? but ſo they have been generally 
taught, and ſo they believe. Nay, they 
generally believe them to be moſt eſſen» 
tiab. Mention the Word R81:670x; the 
firſt Idea that ariſes in their Minds is con- 
cerning theſe} Forms. By che Religion 
of England, Scotland, Sweden, France, 


Geneve, Rome, &c. they mean the par- 
N 4 ticular 


184 Rrxrere PIO. 
ticular Forms eſtabliſhed by Law in each. 

Thus the Word RRTICIO is perverted, 
and inſtead of being applied to the Be- 
ral, in which it conſiſts, is only applied 


do the particular Modes of public Wor- 


ſhip in each Country, which are in them- 
ſelves indifferent. Nay, ſo zealous have 
Men been for theſe laſt, that, in Support 
of their o.πõỹn Modes they have violated 
not only all Principles of good Policy, 
but even of Chriſtianity. and Humanity. 
But by this blind Zeal they have ſeldom 
gained their End, which is better and 
more certainly obtained by Indulgence; 
for if Men are left to themſelves, they 
will naturally fall into the Faſhion. None 
of theſe outward. Forms will either make 
or unmake a Chriſtian. The only true 
Chriſtian is he, who with a benevolent 

forms bimſelf to the; beſt, of his Under- 
.in ann 2 _— 50 ſtanding 
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ſtanding to the moral ang n Rules 
of the Goſpel. i $29 
21 e When 
Chriſtians are met at particular Times 
and Places to perform their public. Wor- 
— whatever the Form is, the Act to, 

be performed muſt be either Prayer, 
Praiſe or Thankſgiving to Gop, n 
ſtering CuR T's Sacraments, or h 
the Scripture tead or explained. Ia ow | 
Performance of theſe Acts, it is. very, 
convenient, for the Sake of Order, that | 
Gere ſhould, be particular Perſons, ap- 
pointed to lead the Way in them, and tag 
be the Inſtruments of conveying Inſtruc- 
gregation. If it was not ſo, all might 
be ſilent, and neither Speakers, nor Hear- 
ers: or elſe all might be Speakers and no 
Hearers. Therefore from the Time of 
Cunisr, to the preſent, particular Per- 


ſons have been conſtantly. appointed for 
thoſe Functions. CuxIS r firſt inſtruct- 
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Ef and Rette forth his Difciples, and they 
others. And at firſt it cold not = 4 
otherwiſe; "or then there were no others 
that knew'the Will of their Maſter. But 
after the Publication: of che Goſpet, He 
thi Seri pture was" in evety Hand, all 
Fertbns of equal Capacity were equally 
able to inſtruct Both themſelves and o- 
bers: and thete was no Neeeffity im- 
nrdtably to · appropriate tlie Performanee 
of theſe Acts to particular Individtrals, 
Wich all Chriſtians were equally able to 
poli; Nor is there any Command o 
function in Scripture ſor fuch a per- 
fothF Diſtinction amongſt then. "Dye 
what was at firſt neceſſury was after- 
Wards thought convenient; and a parti- 
culat Set of Men have ever ſince been ap- 
pointed to theſe Functions. Before Gow = 
verntterits became Chriſtian, ' theſe Men 
could not be appointed by che state; but 
muſt have been appointed by one ano- 


ob either by Election ef their reſpec- 
tive 
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tive Congregations, or by Nothitiation of 
the Perſons before appointed; ot by both 


theſe Ways concurring and confirming 
each other. But ſuchi A ppeintment could 
give ns Authority one Chriftfan over 
dmether. All chat hey ccd de was, = 
exhort others to follow their Dire chene, 
and to exclade them from their Society, 
if chey did not. Tempo Power they 
bad none, not could habe, either from 
Cnkrsr, or from the State; the firſt had 
diſelaimec it, declaring bis Kingdetm not 
of this World; and no Government wis 
yet CHI: * And therefore diane 


— i hy un they muſt 
have accfufræd it, either by Grant from 
the State, er by Ulurpatlon ! dhe Pre. 
tence of a Divine Right to Power or 
regefßons being arias grout 
leſs. 25 ut INT og 
_ . 
ow zealons for theit new Faith, and 

liberal 
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liberal to their Iaſtructors. They gave 
them cantbly, for theic heavenly; things: 
andi thoſe Iaſtructors were glad of the 
Exchange. But after taſting the! Sweets 
of Wealth and Powes, they were unwill, 
ing to hold them upon ſo precarious a 
Tenute as the Pleaſure of the State. 
What they at firſt received as a Favour, 
they ſoon inſiſted upon as a; Right: and 
founded that Right on their own acbitra« 
1 Interpretation of Scripture; which 
then made a Warrant for, whatever they 
liſted; and made Excommunication, 


World was always followed by Damna- 
tion) as the. Penalty for every Non-com- 
pliance. Credulous Men were eafily-im+ 
poſed upon, and terriſied with big Words, 
The, Clergy gained an Aſcendant over 

Mens Conſciences; and by that a tem- 
poral Power too ſtrong for the State. 

Frinces were often forced to be Slaves to 
: their Of} Subjects; who ee 0 


ik derive 


(mhich they, endeavoured to perſuade he 
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derive a Power from Scripture, indepen- 
dent of theirs, and ſuperior we: Ann 


When Governments declared ſor Chri- 
ſtianity, the ſame Perſons comtinurd to 
officiate, and the ſame Orders of Men 
remained among them as before. In the 
Exerciſe: of their Functions, they were 


confined to parteular Diſtricte; But the 


Perſons' who were to exerciſe them werte 
appointed (or ordained): by one another, 
as before. This, as I ſaid before, was 
not neceſſary nor commanded in Serip- 
ture; but might be thought convenient: 
nor was it eafy to foreſee all ehe Gang- 
quences, which have fince proved ſo i in- 
convenient to the State. It was a Mark 
of Diſtinction, which afforded them an 
opportunity of ſetting themſelves up as a 
Body of Men of a different Species from 
other Chriſtians, and of aſſuming an 
Authority and Juriſdiction over them. 
the Times of the Apoſtles, it was more 
| .caly 


_caly to periuade the World, that they 


eſſentially neceflary to che very Being of a 
Chain of their Suoceſſon might endan- 
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muſt always be ſo appointed, and could 
not be/otherwiſe. | That the Perſons ſo 
elected by their Congregation, or nomi- 


_ nated by the State) had a right to exer- 


ciſe thoſe Functions. That it was a Di- 
vine Right, which they only derived to 

themſelves iniSucceſfion:from Carisr and 
his Diſciples ;-and which they alone could 
tranſmit in Succeſſion to Men of the 


ſame Order. That ſuch Orders of Men 


had a Divine Right to Power, and were 


Church : and that one Link broke in the 


ger the future State of Mankind. Thus 
they eſtabliſhed themſelves into a Corpo- 
ration, diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of their 


Fellow Subjects, by the moſt extenſive 


and excluſive Powers and Juriſdictions: 
yet it 4s difficult to produce Paſſages from 


| „ eee per- 


petual, 
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petual, perſonal, ſuoceſſiye, 15 exclubwe 
Charter. 


- Deing in poffeften of axpoining one 
er and af performing partieular 
Acts, they made it 2 Pretence to aſſume 
tthe .magnificent Titles of 
of Cnz1sT+ and Succeſſors of the Apo- 
ſtlos; and as ſuch to claim a Power, Au- 
thority, and Reſpect, aaf eee. 

Titles. 

They were not Hke the Ambaſſadors 
of an earthly Prince; but their Chargo- 
ter was | indelible, and their Power was 
inſeparable from it. Their Perſons ſa- 
cred and inviolable: not amenable 10 civil 

Courts; but to be judged by themſelves 

3 8 Their Poſſeſſions holy and una- 
lienable; and held by a Divine Tenure; 
for being holy themſelves; every thing 
they laid Hands on become ſo. When 

they appointed others to the Miniſtry by 


i 2 Stile, a if che Spit r, Grace of 
WIR > Gop 
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Gov was not his immediate Gift, but 
was capable of a material Conveyance to 
the Soul; and that they were the Phy- 
cal Inſtruments and ſole Canals by which 
it could paſs to Perſons ordained, and 
from them to the reſt of Mankind: and 
as if the bare Ceremony of Ordination 
gave a Man a reſpectable Character, 
Which is to be acquired only bes, an or- 
# Ely Lie. th: 
As Succeſſors * the Apoſtles, as 
lid no Claim to ſucceed them in their 


Labours, their Virtues; and their Suffer- 


_ Ings; but in Power and Authority, 5 
the Apoſtles themſelves never claimed. 
The Apoſtles had a Power of == 
out Devils, and of working other Mira- 
cles. This Power was Perſonal ; but 
yet it hath been often claimed by theſe 
pretended Succeſſors, to ſtrike Mankind 
with Awe and Veneration. In dark and 
5 ignorant Ages they impoſed numberleſs 
Forgeries upon — which being dif- 
| coveted 


| 4 
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covered in more enlightened Times, have 
not only brought the Contrivers to Shame 
and Contempt; but made Men doubt of 
the Truth of Chriſtianity itſelf, when 
they found ſuch baſe Artifices . bs 
ſupport it. 

The Apoſtles did not defire to be 
diſtinguiſhed from the other Followers 
of their Maſter ; claimed no peculiar 
Privileges, or any Superiority over them; 
humbling, not exalting themſelves; and 
complying with others, not exacting | 
Obedience from them. They pretend- 
ed to no Sacredneſs of Perſon ; or that 
the Divine Grace ſhould be conveyed 
from them in Succeſſion by a particular 
Set of Men excluſive of other Chriſtians ; 
and if ſuch Succeſſion ſhould be inter- 
rupted, many Acts could not be per- 
formed that are neceſſary to Salvation. 
Theſe were the Pretences of more mo- 
dern Divines, to make themſelves neceſſary 


docs teſpected. 
| O Neither 
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Neither the Apoſtles or their Maſter 
left Directions in what - manner the 
Church was for ever to be governed: 
much leſs did they fay, that Epiſcopacy, 
Preſhyterx, or any other Form, was of 
Divine Right. They left the particular 
Form of the Goverriment of each Church 
to the Society or State to which it be- 
longed: no more requiring a Uniformity 
in that, than in the Civil Government uf 
States. As Civil Governments: all differ 
according to Time, Place and Occafion; 
ſo muſt Eccleſiaſtical: and as the -firſt 
agree in ſome fundamental Principles; 
ſo muſt the laſt: the chief of which is, 
that Cyr1sT was a Prophet ſent by Gop 
to inſtruct Mankind; and that he died 
and roſe again to confirm the Truth of 
The Apaltles claimed no worldly Þ Poſ- 
ſeſſions, ouch lefs a Divine Right to 
Tythes. They claimed no worldly Pow- 
er, much leſs a . to diſpoſe of King- 


doms. q 
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doms. They arrogated not to themſelves 
the Prerogative of Gop, either of judg- 
ing of Mens Hearts, by canonizing them 
for Saints, or by anathematizing them 
For Sinners; or of forgiving" Sinners by 
Pardons and Indulgences. Could they 
have imagined, that their pretended Sue- 
cefſors would blaſphemoully apply theſe 
blaſphemous Claims to ſanctiſ/ ſome for 
promoting, and to curſe others for op- 
pofing their Deſigns? That from being 
the Miniſters of Gor's Word, they ſhould 
claim to be the (ole Interpreters of it, 
and make iv ſpent cher own Langvege w 
gam Obedience to themſelves? Or that 
from being Minifters of his Satraments, 
they ſhould take poſſeſſion of the Gates 
of Heaven and of Hell, by per funding 
Men that the receiving them from their 


Hands was neceſſary to Salvation; and 
by giving or refuſing them to what Per- 


ſons they pleaſed? Execommunicatioti for- 


morly carried” a Terror that fe could 
FRA O 2 with- 
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withſtand, looking on it as a certain Ear- 
neſt and Prelude of Damnation: and it 
was the moſt powerful Engine in the 
Hands of the Clergy to bring about all 
their Purpoſes; by this they were able 
to triumph over Rivals, to deſtroy Here- 
tics and dethrone Princes. Are we to 
lament, that it has now loſt its Force? 

The Apoſtles did all in their Power 
to make known the Will of their Ma- 
ſter: they taught all Nations; and preach- 
ed and publiſhed the Goſpel to every 
Creature. Their pretended Succeſſors have 
endeavoured to keep it to themſelves ; to 
conceal it in a Language unknown; and 
deliver out to the Vulgar ſuch Parts only 
as they judge proper, in their own Senſe 
and Interpretation. 

Is it known, or is it probable, that the 
Apoltles ever compoſed a Creed, although 
there is one, which goes under their 
Name ? They certainly did not compoſe it 
in the * Terms in which we now 


| have 
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have it. Or it thoſe inſpired Perſons did 
oompoſe it, is it not ſufficient? Or ſhall. 
any Mortal preſume to compoſe, and 
(what is ſtill more) to impoſe another 
after it? Vet their pretended Succeſſors 
have compoſed many: and the more 
they have compoſed, the more they have 
confounded and divided Mankind. Were 
they to publiſh many more; they might 
make moſt Points of Chriſtianity inere- 
dible. A Man ſearce deſerves the Name 
of a Chriſtian, that could . believe 
all thoſe already extant. 5720 
The Apoſtles were en with the 
Scriptures in the Form and Words, in 
which they received them from their 
Maſter and the Holy Spirit; they at- 
tempted not to impoſe their own Opini- 
ons on the World; much leſs to eſtabliſh. 
them as Articles of Faith. Their pre- 
| tended Succeſſors have been of a more 
dictating and dogmatical Spirit. They 
have called themſelves the Church, and 
O 3 under 


» 
6 
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under that Title claimed a Right to de- 
termine every Doctrine. Some things 
they have decided, which ChHRISH never 
taught; ſome which he left undecided 
and. free to every Man's Opinion; ſome 


impoſſible to be known ; ſome too frivo-— 


lous or even ridiculous to be examined; 
and ſome not things in Nature but on- 
ly their own Chimeras. To theſe Deci- 
ſions they have required an implicit 
Faith, and a Submiſſion without any Ne- 
ſerve; inſiſting that others ſhould de- 
clare an unfeigned Aſſent to them, or 

openly. ſubſcribe them: endeavouring to 

terrify ſuch as refuſed with opprobri- 


ous Names, Curſes, and Excommuni- 
cations; and (what is worſe) purſuing 
them with Baniſhment, Fine, Impri- 
ſonment, Fire and Faggot; and acting 
as Subſtitutes of. Ch enn 
kind. 525 20112 babingr- 

Thoſe. Things which: 13 left 
| 1 his r attempted not 
E 0 to 
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to explain, paticatly waiting for: 2 more 
full Revelation of them in a future State: 
Their pretended Succeffors, more puſitive 
and preſumptuous, have magiſterially ex- 
plained them all. The Divine Eſſence is 
incomprchenſible to weak and moitab 
Man: yet they have undertaken to de- 
monſtrate, how the three Perſons of the 
Trinity exiſt in it; and haue wrangled, 
and in turns have perſecuted each other 
for many Centuties about it. Witneſs 
*SABELLINUS, who denied the Exiſtence of 
the Sox and Hol GnoOsr, aſſerting them 
to be only. Qualities of the Godhead and 
» MAceponivs, who denied the Din- 
ty of the HoLy GnosT only. Witneſs 
Akius, who denied the Eternity of the 
Sow; and Socixus, who denied his Dis 
vinity. The ſame. may be faidi of their 
5 to n ad Nee 1 


F * 7 9 


h Vid. Bowen's Hill. ofthe Pops, Vol. P. 78. 
* Tbid. p. 172. | | 
* Ibid, from p. 151.0 167. 
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Cnxisr's Union to the Godhead. *Nxs- 
Toxius and his Followers maintaining 
two Perſons and two Natures in ChRIS T; 
and * EvTYCnxs and his, only one Per- 
ſon. and one Nature. They murdered 
each other in Defence of theſe Opinions: 
and the Followers of ArnAx Asus, en- 
deavouring to ſet them right, have damn- 
ed all Mankind, who do not come into 
theirs. Some have doubted whether our 
Saviour had a human Soul; and others 
whether he had a Body. And others 
have diſputed where his Soul was between 
his Death and Reſurrection; and where 
his Body is ſince his Aſcenſion. Vain 
Enquiries, and of no Importance | + * 
| Thoſe pretended Succeſſors of the A- 
poſtles, not content with explaining My- 
ſeries, have made Myſteries of Things 
very plain. The Sacraments, the Con- 
ditions of God's Grace, they ore 


8 mid. from p. 386. to 405. 
Vol. II. hom p, 30. to 64.— Vid. p. 306, 339. 
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and that they could be effeQually adini- 
niſtered only by themſelves; and not even 
by themſelves if not orthodox. Many 
have been ſo abſurd, as to make Meta- 
phor a Reality; and to maintain, that 
when Cunlisr called Bread his Body, he 
turned it into Fleſh: as every Romain 
Catholic Prieſt has done ſinee: ſo that 
when the conſecrated Wafer is taken in- 
to the Mouth, if their Interpretation be 
true, the Congregation are Canibalss. 
How many Conceits have they enter- 
tained concerning the State of Man, both 
at his Creation, and after his Death | The 
Account which Moses gives of his Crea- 
tion, and adapted to vulgar Capacities, and 
the allegorical Account which he gives of 


his Fall, they have taken in literal Senſe; 
which hath led them into a Labyrinth of 
ridiculous Abſurdities: which I before 
hinted, and which have been ſufficiently 

* expoſed 
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expoſed, by Men of great Leaming and 


Abilities. 113859 29 1005 Woch +53 ne 

Having — Man upon the 
Stage; let us hear how they have diſpoſed 
of him upon his Exit. His Soul is no 
ſooner ſeparated from his Body, but ſome 
have ſent it to Hades, ſome to Purgatory, 
and ſome made it ſlegp till the Reſurrecti- 
on At the Reſurrection, they have 
given him the ſame individual Particles, 
neceſſary to his Identity) without ſaying 
in what Period af his Life: and have had 
fo. groſs an Imagination as to think, thay 
ther ſame Body is to paſs with him to 
Heaven's! which: we are told Fleſh, and 
. ſome have given «Reign of a 
thonſantl Vears on Earth to the Righte- 
ous j and others, more kind, ſent them 
Oy to ame Vain Speculationsil 


VI bas benin 
$9) 7 ks Boanzr' $ gf Phlelopher Lib. 2. 
Is 
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Is it not ſufficient for Man to know, that 
he will be miſorahle, if bad g and hap- 
py beyond Expreſſion, if righieous. The. 
particular Deſcription of = Country an- 
not be had, from which IE re- 
turns. 
Let Abetech den have nihed boldly in- 
3 Hell; and like Poets, 
deſcribed the Torments of the one, aud 
Joys of the other; tho' the Scriptutes 
ſay, theſe laſt ate ſuch, as neither Eye | 
hath ſeen,» nor Ear heard; neither hath» 
it entered into the Heart of Man to dan - 
ceive. They have been pleaſed even % 
fr he Scetie) and tell you where Hell 
is e to they do not all agree in What? 
Latitude it lies Some imagining - you! 
muſt deſcend to it, and that it is a Dack, 
Covered Place, are pleaſed to fix it near 
the Center of our Globe; which is the 
loweſt Place, in the Conception of us poor 
Mortals, who creep on the Surface of it. 
Others concciving it to be a very hot 
| . — . - * 
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Place, have been pleaſed to fix it in the 
Sun, where poor Souls will be burnt: 
and others in a Comet, where they will 
be ſeverely ſcorched as they paſs by the 
Sun. It is more difficult for them to find 
out the Heaven, to which we are to 
aſcend : for, as in our Notion we aſcend, 
when we remove from any Part of our 
Globe, our Globe being the Standard or 
Point from which we ſet out on our Jour- 
ney, the Roads may branch out from 
thence to any Part of the UniverſGQ. 
Not ſatisfied with deſcribing Hell, and 
the Torments of the Damned, they have 
entered iuto the Counſels of the Almigh- 
ty; and blaſphemouſly aſſumed to them- 
ſelves a Right of judging of the Juſtice of 
his Determinations. Go, ſay they, fore- 
ſa all Mens Actions, and that ſome 
would ſin: they therefore can ſcarce re- 
concile it to his Mercy, if from Eternity 
he deſtined ſome to be Veſſels of his 
Wrath; or even gave them a Capacity 
22874 | of 


of ſinning, foreſeeing they would fin ↄtho 
be gave them a Will free to determine 
their Actions, and a Power to act accord- 
ing to that Determination. If Gon, ſay 
they, is not the Cauſe of Sin in Man, he 
placed him amidſt Temptations, which 
are the Occaſion of it: and therefore 
they think the Scripture not well under- 
ſtood, when it mentions everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment; too great, they think, to be 
inflited by a merciful and juft Gon, on 
a Creature whom he made ſo frail, and 
for Crimes committed in a momentary 
Life. Thus, like the nnn 
Poet. 


| 17 20 8 They reaſon \ high. | 
of Providence, Foreknowledge, Will and Fate, 
Fixt Fate, Free Will, Foreknowledge abſolute, 
And find no End in wandring Mazes loſt. 
Vain Wiſdom all, and falſe —_— 58 


' le 8 Mu ron, Book II. 


It 
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Ie was not given to Man te know 
theſe things in this Life; and therefore 
he ſhould not diſquiet himſelf in vain 
about them. Shall an Animal of fo 
limited an Underſtanding, creeping on 
the Surface of this little Globe, having 
only a few Objects within the Reach ef 
his Senſes, little acquainted -with their 
Nature, and as little with the Connection 
and Dependence of one Being on another, 
ſet himſelf up a Dictator of the Uni- 
werſe ? He cannot know the Schemes of 
Providence, much leſs alter them. Gop 
made Man, and not he himſelf. He 
created him for his Pleaſure, and at his 
Pleaſure he will diſpoſe of him. He 
alone knows through what new Scenes 
he muſt paſs; and he will conduct him 
through them to anſwer the Ends of his 
Providence. Let Man reſign himſelf in 
full Confidence on that Sovereign Being, 


= is juſt and merciful to all his Crea- 


tures ; 


3 an te Not my 
zee 1 
But tho nr 30 
3 are important: and therefore 
2 about them, tho vain, are mat 
fo ridiculous, as thoſe, which have been 


raiſed by the Cler | 
* Clergy about mere Ceromo- 
en Ts of their un Inventiom. 
1 lates and Forms of Worſhip, ani 
Degrees of Clergy, Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
— and Cenſuxes; Who can for- 
k e to hear of Diſputes aba 
r or a Surplice; about placing 2 
= e or a Pulpit ;:aboatifating ve kak. 
'3 about turning to the Eaſt or Weſt; 
bowing or other Geſtutes fuſting or 


feaſting ; eating Fiſ or Nleſh; in Lent 


or out of it; and thaſe numberleſs Rates, 

= * * | 
—_— Papiſts retain ? many of which 
e Proteſtants rejected by Authority at 
the 
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the Reformation; and many of which 
by their own Reaſon they do ſincere reject. 
. Such Diſputes would have been thought 
incredible ; becauſe they concern things 
not enjoined-in Scripture, and are incon- 
ſiſtent with the Spirit of it: if they 
Rood not recorded in Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
Kory. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ! the moſt 
infignificant, leaſt entertaining, and leaſt 
inſtructive; of all Hiſtories ! A Narration 
either of the moſt impertinent Trifles, or 
elſe of moſt ſhocking Crimes ! A Callec- 
and Superſtition of weak men ; of the 
Knavery, Forgery, and Impoſition, of 
the Pride, Avarice, and Ambition, of the 
Tyranny, Perſecution, and Cruelty, of 
worldly Men l and the greateſt Reproach 
to Chriſtianity ! If there are many Mar- 
tyrs, whoſe Memory is ever to be ho- 
noured ; there are more Monſters, whoſe 
Memory is ever to be deteſted : who 


* perverted * beſt things into the 
off} | worſt ; 


: 
pa 


8 Puizosorun nog , 


ae tre 
Religion dare n 2-8 of Anti- 
Err. A 
Such Dips bs, at peel - 
garded in this Iſland: and may they ne- 
nen? again to diſturb che Quiet of 1 
it! The beſt way. m prevent it is for the 
. Clergy not to endeavour. to impoſe their 
on Authority on Mankind; but to leave 
the: Goſpel (as it is. ayd'ought; te be) the 
ole eien a K Vol r =. 


rant; a e and iovite all, 4 
1. 
* 4 
Ih. 
able, when —4 v5 
Profeſſions 3 * and Pn mn 0 * 
when they would make their t . 1 
* 2 3 : e 3973 7 ; * 
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| Reconcite Scripture to Reaſon: that is 
the trus Way to ſupport its Credit and Au- 
thority. It is not ſufficient to fay it is the 
Word ef Gov : that dees not prove it. 
Or to ay; that the Books, in which it is 


contained, are canonical; for whatever 
| Numbers pronounce tham- ſo, their Opi- 


nion carnot make them the Word of 


Gos, or convinee others, that they ure 
o. It is not ſuffetent te ſay, they wert 
found” in füch a Fes, or wich ſuch a 
Nation, or were delwered by Perſons 


inſpiredd. What Piuse, Nation, or Per- 
ſon can claim ſich a peeuliar Privilege ? 
If they a0, the Truth ef ſuch a Claim 
muſt be ſubtmitted to the Examination 
and Deterriitiation'df Reaſon. T5 2 V1 
What Profs are there to induce us to 
— Ole Teſtament 22 I 


| Seu? e 1 

be deset BY Flat 
it to de not the Word ef Gov ; and, 
CAREY —_ not 6 


* 409 7 


true 
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true Hiſtory maß be delia (without = 
Divine Inſpiration Jt is 4 Hiſtory. et 
gives an Account of Tranſactioos lang 
before 


cun neither 
dbu chem. 


of their Prophecies, of 
- their Intention. ut. 


2 Information. 


tion, of their happy Situation, of their 
yielding to the Temptation of Vice, of 


their Miſery after it, of Gop's ſweeping 


from the Face of our Globe, and reple- 
.niſhing it from « righteous Family, are 
Events very-rational; and therefore very 
credible : eſpecially if we conſider Moszs 


Athe Author) as a Perſon very worthy of 


. ns ty rn" ge: 


From the Deluge his Hiſtory * 
mics Jews: a People not conſi- 
derable in Power as a Nation; but ex- 
tremely fo, as the only People who pro- 
when all others were ſunk in Idolatry. 
Therefore, if any where upon Earth we 
are to expect a true Account of the Ori- 
ginal of the preſent Race of Mankind, 
or of God's. paſt or future Diſpenſation 
-cdncerning them, we may reaſonably ex- 


| r We find it 


there, 
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| there, and no where elſe, And it is come. 
down to us authenticated in the beſt, Man- 
ner any Hiſtory: can be. The Law of 
Mosxs has always been obſerved by the 
Jews, who have always. acknowledged: 
Moss to be the Author of it. What 
Reaſon is chere then to doubt it? It was. 
always preſerved in their Memory and 
Tradition, as well as in Writing: and 
when, through the Impiety of ſame, of 
their Kings, it was neglected, a Copy was 
acting under it before the Deſtruction of 
the Aſſyrian Empire, during the whole 
Berſian and Grecian, Empires, and under 
the Roman Government till the Deſtru- 
ction of Jeruſalem: and tho* fince diſ- 
perſed over the whole Earth, they adhere 
to it to this Day; every where bearing 
Teſtimony to the Truth of the Hiſtory, 
ſtronger than any other Hiſtoty ever re- 
ceived. And if we believe the Hiſtory, 
© | ,, © > Pripravx'sConnedion, Vol. L NS. 
"2 as 
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46 far 18 Mosxs carries it, we have no 
vet to diſbelieve the Thread of it af- 
thrwitds, every Part of which ſtahds as par- 
ticularly recorded, and im a more cbtrect 
Nlanner than chat of neff btller Nitions: 1 
The only Objettion to the Credit of 
amy Part of it is, the Nelson we mett 
with af vine Pfiracleg which could gain 
Credit in h ther Boο-. Now, the Que! 
five with int is hot Whethier the hit 
is polBble er 116 ; for alt Things are 


able with Gon! and the Autor ef e 


material Wold can aher the cotninbh or 
caturz) Courſe of things in it 45 be ple 
. The ofly Queſtion is, when we 
| Hive Reaſon to conclude in@ belete that 
he does d? And, Ihk, we cah 6hly 
Judge of that by this one Rule, viz. whes 
ther the Miracle related is to promote ſome | 
greatand good End of Providence: "and'if 
| we cannot diſcover that, we have Reaſon 
td ſuſpend our Beef; or rather to be. 
lieve, Unt it was told to ſerve ſome End 
2 of 
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Man cannot always judge aright of his 
Proceedings; yet he may be aſſured that 
e wy the whole rs witch 
* | rns | 
1 do nefthinkaker the Hitory: of thi 

old Teſtament acquires any new Credit, 
_ us to paſt Facts related in it, by being re- 
ferred to in the New: for when our Sa- 
viour or his Apoſtles refer to any Part of 
it, ſuch Reference” cannot alter the paſt 
Facts: they refer to it as a known Re- 
cord only, whether the Story recorded 
be true or ſalſe, Fiction or Reality: as T 
am as well underſtood, when I mention 
the Engagement of the Frogs and Mice, 
Pigmies and Cranes, as when I mention 
the Battles of Blenheim or Pharſalia- To 
give one: Inſtance among many: when 
St. James. ſays, You have heard of 

* Jon Patience; he does not aſſert, 
that there was or was not ſuch a Perſon 
8s: Jon; but refers to the Character of a 
_ and patient” Man, finely de- 
£19; ſcribed 


Ret1610 Purtotornt 217 
ſcribed in the Old Teſtament, and gene- 
rally known; and which was equally in- 


. * mung 


ce. W 


There is nder Pare of the Hiſtsry 
of the Old Teſtament, which is very pe- 
culiar to the 'Seriptures ; and that is Pro- 
phecy, or the Hiſtory ' of Events before 
they happen. If theſe full out in diſtant 
Periods of Time, as foretold; ſuch Pro- 
phecy (or anticipated Hiſtory) needs no 
other Proof uf its Truth; or indeed of 
its Divine Original: for Oop alone could 
foreſee any Series of Events at ſuch a Di- 
Nance of Time. And when ſuch Evetits 
foretold in the Old Teſtament are re. 


if they are juſtly referred to and applied, 
both theſe Books receive tlie greateſt re- 
_ ciprocal Illuſtration and Credit. 
But to dwell no longer on the Hiſtori- 


cal. Parts of Scripture ; let us conſider the 
whole (both Old and New Teſtament) 


- a3 


ferred to by the New; or applied to it. 


ins 


ments and Precepts ; what ſhall we ſay 
to a Book, the only one of zll Antiquity, 
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as a religious and moral Leſſon ta Man- 
kind. Whese is there, or ever was 
there, 2 Boak comparable;to it? If v 
can ſcarce forbear thinking VIx GIL, Ho- 


RACE». CICERO, and other Heathen Wri- 


idolatrous Fictions of their vulgar Theo- 


which throughout the whole Tenor of it 


points out to Men ane; only; G. a 
| eternal and inſinite Sy1R1iT, the Creator of 


Good ; who placed Man on this Globe, 


to contemplate, bim and his Works, te 
adore him, atzd to endeavqur to imitate 
his PerſeQions; promiſing Rewards in a 


future State to thoſe that do ſo: and to 
aid him in his Duty ſent Cugrsr, the 
only faultles. Perſon Who ever appeared 


r 


Love, 
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Love, Charity, and univerfal Benevo- 
lence, of 'Subttiſfion, Refgnation, Hu- 
mity, and Tetperance; more penect 
than ever was before delivered; ſet forth 
and exalted by Sentiments more noble, 
and Expreſſions more ſublins, than can bo 
met with in any other Writings. Have 
We not therefore Reaſon wu call it the 
Word of Gov ? that is; thav the Sond- 
ments and Proeepte contained in it, were 
ſuggeſted by Gop to the Minds of thoſe 
vo publiſhed them te the World. Take 
it altogether, ie is Divine! And if C- 
. and Objechons have been raiſed" to 
zun 57 7p bat, 
nuine, or not underſtosd. 
But we are not Tr ales 
dude, that the Seriptures are not genuine 
if we do not underſtand em. T here 
ate many Obſtacles in our Way to the 
right underſtanding of many © Paſſages, 
never to be ſurmounted. No Writ- 
int; are enempt from dun, abc 
in 
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in ancient ones are difficult” to diſcover 
and correct: and in Scripture, what wiſe 
Man will attempt to correct them? No 
Tranſlations come up to the Spirit of the 
adapted to the preciſe Senſe of it: and 
how few can read the Scriptures in the 
tions? Difference of Style, Phraſe, and 
Idiom, of Laws, Manners, and Cuſtoms, 
in eee and Ages diſtant from our 
own, neceſſarily introduce great Obſcu- 
rity ; and are the Cauſe why many Parts 
of Seripture are not now underſtood, 
which might be clear at the Time and 
Place they were writ. A modern Reader, 
great Allowances on theſe Accounts: and 
it is to be hoped, he will make a ſmall 
Allowance for the Weakneſs. of his own. 
Underſtanding, the common Lot of Mor- 


tality ! If after due Reflection, he is nat 
ak ataßed 


- 
at 
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Fatisfied with his own Interpretation, he 
is to expect but little Aid from former 
Interpreters. The many Doubts remain- 
ing on ſeveral Parts of Scripture, ate a 

Proof of the ill Succeſs of their Labours 
to ſettle the Opinions of the World. 
And ſome Reaſons may be aſſigned why 
many of them have ſucceeded no better. 


an Ignorance in Natural Philoſophy, ma- 
ny Parts of which the Moderns are bet- 
ter acquainteſ with from - Obſervation 
and Experience.” Modern Divines have 
often failed fret adopting the Errors of 
the Ancients. Modern Philoſophers often 
' fail from a Conceit of-their own Know- 
-ledge:; being too apt to conclude things 
to be impoſſible, that fall not within the 
narrow Compaſs of their Obſervation and 
Experiments; when, on more mature 
Reflection they would appear, moſt a- 
greeable to Reaſon and Nature. Some 


fail from adhering too much to the Let- 
1 ter, 


Ancient Divines have often failed from 2 
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ry, and Expreſſions adapted to the Ideas 


cf che Vulgar, into Realities. Whilſt 


others fail, by turning plain things into 


Myſteries, to raiſe ehe'/ Reputation ef 
their own pes n= e ee Vulger, 


cho Guns Danger Acct ta 
their Interpretation, ar even in doubting 
of, or ' examinirig into their Opinions: 


deterring. ſome from any Examination at 


them unintelligible by "their own Inter- 
on others, in order to preſerve, as they 
think, an Uniformity of Opinion. Mi- 


taken Men! who take this Truth for a 
Paradox. ATTEMPTING A Uniror- 


MITY IN ene BREEDS DissrN- 
TION : PERMITTING A LATTTrUnE iN 


Or rr UniTY. Men will 


either — Religion at al, ot they 
a will 


will think for themſalae They can 
do no otherwiſe ; for their particular 


Ideas ariſe from the Imprefiion of Objects 
ferent Men in different Lights, and under 
different Circumſtances : had it was as 
mach the Intention of Providence, that 
thore ſhould be a Difference of Opinions 
as of Perſons: nor is it to be imagined, that 
Gov, who ſo formeti Man; is offended 
with — IN 
Subject. Tithe 
lis a eee 0 | 
Men agree in any oneReligion, by for — 
bidding them to examite/into-the Prin- ; . 
ciples of it. Nay, it makes it impoſhble of 
for them to be of that Religion; not- 
withſtanding they profeſs it; ai 
comply with outward Forme, 
— 099 5 Deference to Autho» 
rity, 'or from Fear of Puniſhment f for 
Religion muſt ariſe from an inward Con- 
_ vidtion, . 
N without 


Fu 
r 
p 1 
* / 
* CY 
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a Raxacto'PrLogZornt. 
without. Examination, and nine the 
Reaſons for and agginſt -it.-/ T3165: ON, 
I is as vain to think of ve Men 
into a Religion by attacking their Per- 
make good Men Martyrs, and bad ones 
Hypocrites ; but can never make a Man 
religious; for neither Blows' nor Calum - 
ny ate proper Arguments of Conviction. 
IC is as vain; too to think of preſerving 
ſuch a Uniformity by Mens ſetting ußpß 
their own Deciſions for a Guide; call- 
ing themſelves Orthodox, and the reſt of 
che World Hereties ; making it merito- 
rious in a Man to follow their Opinions 
blindfold; and criminal in him, after his 
beſt Examination, to fallow bis own, - If 
what Wonder? when theſe Deciſions have 
often (differed with one another: Popes 
Councils: travelling the World over to 


ſietile 2 ſome „ 
| ”"Oy ; 
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 fgivolous ; and taking great Pains to make 
themſelves ridiculous. Which muſt al- 
ways be the Caſe, when Man's Judg- 
ment, mixed with his Intereſts, Paſſions, 
and Infirmities, is ſet up as a Standard of 
Faith inſtead of the Scripture.; 
It was commendable in the Bereans to 
examine the Scriptures; which require, 
that every one ſhould be ready to give 
2 Reaſon for the Hope that is in bim. 
And it is vain to think of eſtabliſhing 
the Authority of Scripture, without leav- 
ing Men at Liberty to examine and conſi- 
der the external and internal Evidence of 
the Truth of it. A Man cannot believe 
it to be true without ſome Reaſon for his 
Belief: and it ĩs not a good Reaſon, be- 
cauſe another either does, or ſays he be- 
lieves its Nor can he believe any Part of 
it, that he thinks repugnant to Reaſon, 
which i is the only Rule by which he can 
judge of it: and he is ſure that whatever 
is repugnant to right Reaſon, could not 
. | R Q be 
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be delivered by Men commiſfioned and in- 
ſpired by Gob. 

It is vain to endeavour to ſtop a free 
Enquiry into the Grounds of Religion ; 
it makes Men more eager after ſuch En- 
quiries, It is very imprudent; it hurts 
both Religion and the Clergy : for Men 
are apt to ſuſpect a Cauſe that is not ſuf- 
fered to come to a Trial, as well as the 
Advocates for it. Hit is true, why are 
they againſt bringing it to the Teſt? If 
it is falſe, why would they impoſe it? If 
it is doubtful, why are they angry with 
thoſe that doubt it ? Truth will bear the 
Light: and the more it is expoſed to it, 
the brighter it will appear. It is certain, 
that nothing hath done more Prejudice 
to Chriſtianity, than the trying to deter 
Men from ſuch Enquiries; by branding 
chem with opprobrious Names, by in- 
faming others againſt them, and by a- 
larming them with the Danger of liſten- 
. a Crime to 

employ 
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employ that nobleſt Talent, with which 
Gop hath intruſted them, and on the 
moſt important of all Subjects. 
Chriſtianity is a good Cauſe, and will 
bear any Examination: to prevent an Ex- 
amination is to betray, and not to defend 
it. Leave the Goſpel with every Man to 
examine: the Excellence of its Doctrine 
will defend it. It is to be truſted with 
the Laity as well as Clergy; for it makes 
no Diſtinction between them. Every 
one may underſtand the moſt neceſſary 
Parts of it; they want neither Popes nor 
Councils to explain them. lt requires no 
Artifice to ſupport it: no falſe Miracles: 
no ancient Opinion, or Practice, either 
of Fathers or Saints, whether they were 
learned, able, or honeſt, or whether they 
were weak, credulous, or deſigning Men, 
Nor can any human Authority, though 
dignified with the Name of Primitive, 
add the leaſt Weight to it. We ought 


not to truſt to Authority, but appeal to 
Q 2 Reaſon 


* 
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Reaſon for the Defence of Chriſtianity ; 
and begin by convincing Men, inſtead 
of ſcattering Terrors, which no wiſe Man 
will regard. It was monſtrous to be- 
lieve, or to endeavour to perſuade others, 
that any one would be damned for a Miſ- 
take in Judgment or Opinion. What an 
unworthy Notion muſt he have of the 
Deity who holds ſuch a Tenet ! Inſtead 
of condemning his Neighbour for no 
Crime, he ſhould aſk Pardon of Gop 
for his own Impiety. | | 

I have now delivered my babes g | 
timents on the Subject of Chriſtianity ; 
and with unuſual Freedom. And I thank 
God, that I live in an Age and Country 
in which that Freedom is not reſtrained. 
No Religion can ſtand, that hath not 
Reaſon and Nature for its Foundation: 
nor can there be any Certainty, that it is 
ſo founded, without a free Examination, 
and a free Declaration 'of every Man's 
Opinion, and of the Reaſons on which 

5 I > oo 
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he grounds it: for ſuch Diſcuſſions are 
the only ready way to the Truth. Con- 
cealment, Stratagem, Force, or Autho- 
rity, can never ſupport any Religion. 
Chriſtianity needs no ſuch Defence. It 


is much better defended by ſhewing it | 


is agreeable. to Reaſon and Philoſophy, 
which was: my D in _ this 
Treatiſe. | | _ 

Before I conclude, 1 ha will ah 


obviate any Miſconſtruction of what I - 
have faid relating to the falſe Pretenfions _ 


and. Uſurpations of the Clergy : that I 
may not be thought to point Reflections 
where I never. intended them, I refer 
all I have ſaid on that Topic to paſt Times, 
and not to the preſent ; to Times of Ig- 
norance and Superſtition, and not to an 
Age ſo enlightened as this, I fincerely 
honour the preſent Clergy: of this Iſland, - 


They are a Body of Men highly reſpect- —— | 


able: many of them very eminent in 
Learning ; very few ſcandalous in Life. 
I think, 


L4G þ 
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Þthink, that they are extremely different 


from ſuch of their Predeceſſors, as 1 have 
deſcribed: that ſenſible of their Errors 


they will avoid them: and that having 


more enlarged Notions, as well as more 
Candor and Charity, they will be the 


great Inſtruments of God, to ſet Revela- 


tion in a fair and clear Light, and to re- 
commend Chriſtianity to the Underſtand- 
ing and Affection, to the Head and Heart 
of Mankind. There is no thinking Per- 
ſon, ho can doubt of the Exiſtence of a 
Deity. That there is ſuch a Power above 
us, all Nature tries aleud' through all ber 
Works, ſays the moſt ingenious and beft 
of our moral Writers. And no Man can 
believe otherwiſe, withopt believing this 
Abſurdity, that there are Effects without 
4 Cauſe. Therefore the Atheiſt (real or 
pretended} is the moſt ignorant, low, and 


contemptible Ideot. Any Attack of his 


upon Religion muſt . be W weak : 


1 App1z0n, 
— _ 


but who doubt of the Truth of Revela- 


tion: diſtinguiſhed of late by the name 


of Deiſts. Theſe Men (if fincerely re- 
ligious) would ſoon be Converts to Chri- 


ſtrianity, could they ſer it in its genuine 


Principles, ſtripped of the worldly Diſ- 
guiſe in which it has been dreſſed ſince 
its firſt Connection with the State: and 
would admire the Luſtre of the Gem, 
were it cleanſed from the Stains and 
Spots, which have ſo long ſullied and 
diſgraced it. This ought to be the Stu- 
dy and Labour of the Clergy: they 
ought to diſabuſe Mankind; and to ex- 
tricate them out of that Labyrinth of 
Brrors, into which they have been led 
by the Blindneſs or Wickedneſs of their 


former Guides. And it is with fincere 


Pleaſure I obſerve them now fairly de- 
bating all Points with thoſe who publiſh 
their 


* 


to be pitied only, ever * ** 3 
There are a much greater number f 
Men, who believe the Being of a Gov, * 


* %, 2 


* 
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their Opinions to the World: appealing 
to Reaſon and Scripture, not to Autho- 


rity and Tradition: defending their Cauſe 


with their own Abilities, not calling in 
the Aid of the State: truſting to Argu- 
ment and Conviction, not to Force and 
Perſecution. | While they proceed in a 


Manner ſo diſpaſſionate, and treat others 


with Candor and Temper, they will ever 
gain Proſelytes and Friends. If they 


give up the weak Outworks of ancient 


Error, and retire to the Citadel of the 
Goſpel, (ſtrong by Nature without Art) 
they will render Chriſtianity impregnable. 
LIKE wiIsE MEN, THEY WILL BUILD: 
GO D's Hovst, THE CHURCH, Nor 


UPON THE SAND, BUT UPON A Rock. 


THEN LET THE RAIN DESCEND, THE 
FLooDs COME, AND THE WIN DS BLOW, 
AND BEAT UPON THAT HovsE, IT 
WILL NOT FALL, FOR IT IS FOUNDED 
on A Rock; AND THE GATEs of HELL. 


SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT. 
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